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2. 

 

A vision of Ezekiel; a vision for us? 
 

Dear Friends,  

Ezekiel Chapter 47 begins: ñThen he brought me back to the entrance of the 

temple; there, water was flowingé Going on eastwards with a cord in his hand, 

the man measured a third of a mile, and then led me through the water;   and it 

was ankle-deep.   Again he measured a third, and led me through the water; 

and it was knee-deep.   Again he measured a third, and led me through the 

water;   and it was up to the waist.   Again he measured a third of a mile, and it was a river that I could 

not cross, for the water had risen;   it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed. 

He said to me, óMortal, have you seen this?ôò 

 

This passage has come back to me repeatedly recently, and I preached on it at my service on 22nd May, 

feeling that this is a message for us here at Waddington Street at the present time.  You see, Biblical 

lands are dry and arid places.  Yet, the water increases as it flows.  The river grows.   As a congregation, 

decisions still await to be made in terms of legacy monies received.   It seems like weôre dealing with 

decision paralysis:   too much choice that results in no choice being made at all.   So, to resolve this it 

may be helpful to accept a focus on the Biblical concept of growth as a way to move forward. 

 

The question that naturally flows from this is ówhat do we mean by growthô, which is not necessarily 

all about size and is certainly not about going against who we are to play a numbers game.   Growth 

can apply to an increase in quantity, but also quality or extent.  So, perhaps sizeðwhile importantð

matters less than quality of flow in our spirituality, discipleship, fellowship, etcé Ezekielôs vision goes 

on to show how life, health, and healing resulted from the living water, but were not purposes in 

themselves.   Doing good without continual refreshment in Godôs living waters can lead to dangerous 

dehydration;   but good can, and does, result as a product of growth. 

 

I concluded the service with a challenge to the congregation to think of what they would want to see 

increase at Waddington Street, and to let their elders know.   If you havenôt already done so, please 

think about, pray for, and pass on to others what you think needs to grow among us.   It is my hope 

and prayer that a clear way forward will emerge that will guide decision-making in our 

Anniversary yearðpropelling us forward into the future. 

           Marcus Hargis 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The River of Ezekialôs Temple]      [From catholicsforisrael.com]  



 

3. 
 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministerial Services ï   Reverend Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:- 

Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930   (messages can be left on either). 

Email: marcushargis@outlook.com     For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder. 

Time of Sunday Services ï 10.45 a.m.     To Zoom into the service remotely please use  

Meeting ID: 766 703 2324.    Password: DurhamURC.      

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE NOTE - COPY DATE FOR THE JULY  REVIEW IS ï SUNDAY 26TH JUNE 2022. 

Please be aware when submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is 

available for anyone anywhere in the world to read. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Advance notice of visits to Waddington Street URC by Reverend Fiona Bennett. 

 

On SATURDAY 18TH JUNE the Moderator of the General Assembly of the URC will attend a 

Meet and Greet session in the Church Hall at Waddington Street, including Afternoon Tea 3-5 p.m. 

 

On SUNDAY 19TH JUNE the Moderator will lead the service and preach at 10.45 a.m. 

Please put these dates in your Diary! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  YVONNE MELVILLE has moved to: 

     22 The Links, Belmont, Durham, DH1 2AG 

     Please change your Church Directory accordingly. 

 

    Telephone number stays the same:  0191 386 3365 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PIANIST REQUIRED  

 

Our organist, Peter Galloway, would like to hear from anyone who is able to play the piano for hymns 

on Sundays, or for a single Sunday, whenever he is on holiday.  

If you are interested in playing the piano - please speak to Peter (Tel. 07 763 912 670)  - 

or Sandy Ogilvie. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Anne Cramb called in to see Jessie Goodall recently in Hawick and found her in good spirits, loving 

her home and seeing her relatives regularly, although she still misses her Durham friends. 

[Jessie ï your Durham friends still miss you too.   Editor] 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mr. Ian Graham é died on 25th April 2022. 

Ianôs funeral took place on Monday 23rd May at Durham Crematorium.    

You will find the Eulogy and a message from Ianôs family on pages 10 and 11. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now some important philosophical questions on life éé.  

Why do supermarkets make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to get their prescriptions 

while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front? 

Why do banks leave vault doors open and then chain the pens to the counters? 
  

mailto:marcushargis@outlook.com


 

4. 

 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH - 

was held in our Church Hall after morning 

service on SUNDAY 8th MAY 2022. 

See photographs below, kindly provided 

by Reverend Ray Anglesea. 

 
 

    
 

Christian Aid Week 2022 
 

Once again our church has responded generously and enthusiastically to the Christian Aid Week 

fundraising campaign.   In fact, we raised significantly more than in previous years - it was a record-

breaking result!  
 

Altogether, we raised a magnificent £2,391.   The majority of that (£1,975) was donated at our highly 

successful Christian Aid lunch.  The rest was raised in the traditional way through house-to-house 

collections using the familiar red envelope. 
 

I'd like to thank everyone who took part in Christian Aid Week this year.   We can't solve the world's 

problems - but we can, at least, help to make a difference.   Thank you. 
 

Fred Robinson 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Judith Ashby of Bethel URC sent these jokes: 

 

A police recruit was asked during the exam,  

'What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?'   He answered, 'Call for backup.'  

 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to Jerusalem. 

A small child replied, 'They couldn't get a baby-sitter.'  

 



 

5. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lizzie Lovejoy 

Artist in Residence Josephine Butler College    

 

 See page 6 for more information on the event on 7th June. 

 Please support this evening if you can. 

  



 

6. 

 

STUDENT EVENINGS é  

 
 

The student evening on 10th May was intended to distract students from the stress of their exams.  

It began with a slideshow which featured quirky buildings, public art and structures from around the 

globe;   some emulating creatures and larger than life sized foods from the natural world. 

Afterwards there was an opportunity to mingle, share pizza and have light-hearted chat. 
 

Forthcoming Event 7th June 2022 

Please come along and join an Evening Storytime ñwith the Waddiesò. 

The workshop will be led by Lizzie Lovejoy, artist in residence at Josephine Butler College, with an 

audience of students and Church Members. 

At the workshop Church Members will be invited to share their stories about the Church, the local 

area and the community.   The aim will be to celebrate experiences which will then form a 

commemorative artwork and ñart bookò that Lizzie will compose. 

Students will have the opportunity to participate and provide a perspective into their experiences of 

Durham and its surroundings as well as their encounters with the ñWaddiesò.  
 

The event on 7th June is due to start at 7.30 p.m. (until approximately 9.15 p.m.) in the Church Hall. 

 

David Thornborrow  

 

 

Aphorism:   A short, pointed sentence that expresses a wise or clever observation.  
 

1.  There are no new sins; the old ones just get more publicity.  

2.  There are worse things than getting a call for a wrong number at 4 a.m.   

      For example, it could be the right number. (Think about this one)!!  

3.   No one ever says ñItôs only a gameò when their team is winning.  

4.   Iôve reached the age where óhappy hourô is a nap.  

5.   Be careful about reading the fine print; thereôs no way youôre going to like it.  

6.   The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the same size bucket.  

7.   Do you realize that, in about 40 years, weôll have thousands of old ladies running around  

      with tattoos?  

8.   Money canôt buy happiness, but somehow itôs more comfortable to cry in a Mercedes  

      than in a Ford.  

9.   After 70, if you donôt wake up aching in every joint, youôre probably dead.  

10. Always be yourself because the people that matter donôt mind, and the ones that mind  

      donôt matter.  

11.  Life isnôt tied with a bow, but itôs still a gift.   
 



 

 7. 

      

     This   service will remember the 

     following members of this Church 

     who were unable to have the 

     normal funeral service in Church 

     due to the pandemic lockdown: 

 

 Donald Mackay,  

 Doreen Bramwell,  

 Freda Waller, 

 Christiane Mitchell and  

 Dougie Melville. 

  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Whenever I fret .. 

Whenever I fret, whenever I frown, 

Whether Iôm feeling up or down, 

Whether Iôm lonely or whether Iôm gay, 

My Saviour is planning each step of the way. 

Sometimes I wonder, why am I here? 

With so much sadness, and so little cheer, 

Then I remember my Saviourôs hand, 

Is charting lifeôs map the way He planned.   

Help me remember, lest I forget, 

His anguish, His prayer, and His bloody sweat, 

His cross, and the nails which held Him there, 

Are the proof of the depth of His loving care. 

These nail-prints still show in His hands and feet, 

Reminding me of His mercy seat, 

Where I can come with all my care, 

Knowing Heôll hear and answer prayer, 

For if my Saviour loves me so, 

Heôll surely guide me wherever I go. 
 

[From ñRainbows Through the Rainò by Dorothy Anderson.   Used with her kind permission.] 


