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2.
Dear Friends,
What a way to start our Anniversary celebrations! A splendid tea shared with
our esteemed guest Revd Fiona Bennett—Moderator of General Assembly no
less—who then led worship the following day.
It was good to see members, established and new, joining together in talking
with each other as well as with Fiona as she circulated around the tables. I’m sure you will have been
impressed by how down-to-earth she is. Gone are the days of imposing Moderators in Geneva gowns
and preaching tabs!
You only have to look at the photographs of the previous ministers called by the congregation at
Waddington Street to see how clergy no longer dress to impress (intimidate) their congregations—how
things have changed over these one-hundred and fifty years.
But neither should we be too harsh on our historical forebears, in church as well as wider society. Each
generation does the best it can in the situation it finds itself, with the baton now passed to us. Just as
we would not want to be evaluated harshly, or according to knowledge which is yet to be discovered
and dispersed, so too no-one in this age should look down on those we look back at.
We have decisions to make in this present time—and we’ll make a start at our church meeting on July
7th.

We cannot predict what effects our actions today will have on tomorrow.

But if previous

generations had done nothing, or sat on their hands, then Waddington Street would not be what it is
today. All we can do now is move forward in faith, cautious in our preparations but confident in taking
steps.
I suspect every generation has been faced with choices where the outcome is uncertain: Plant a church
in Waddington Street? Take the Presbyterian Church into the United Reformed Church? Replace
pews with chairs? Call the various ministers to lead the congregation?
Their ‘yes’ to each of these questions and more has brought us to where we are today. For that which
is past we can give thanks—as we are so doing in our celebrations—and inspired by those who have
gone before, we can think about and decide in this present age, for our future.
Regards,

Marcus

3.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Ministerial Services – Reverend Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930 (messages can be left on either).
Email: marcushargis@outlook.com For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder.
Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m. To Zoom into the service remotely please use
Meeting ID: 766 703 2324. Password: DurhamURC.
_________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE NOTE –
COPY DATE FOR THE AUGUST REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 31st JULY 2022.
Please be aware when submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is
available for anyone anywhere in the world to read.
_________________________________________________________________________________
PIANIST REQUIRED
Our organist, Peter Galloway, would like to hear from anyone who is able to play the piano for hymns
on Sundays, or for a single Sunday, whenever he is on holiday.
If you are interested in playing the piano - please speak to Peter (Tel. 07 763 912 670) or Sandy Ogilvie.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Good morning, Ray,
Thank you for the report and photographs.
Please pass on my thanks to all involved in helping the weekend go so well
through careful planning and support in so many ways. I am glad for Fiona
and all concerned that her visit went so well.
With warm regards,
Dave.
(David Herbert. Moderator of Northern Synod).
(Following visit to Waddington Street URC and Waddington Street Centre by URC Moderator Elect.)

Church Meeting:
Healthy Church /Vision and Purpose/ Legacy Money –
The Elders’ meeting agreed that these topics need to be discussed and moved forward.
It was decided to hold an open church meeting on Thursday 7th July at 7 p.m. in the hall.
Please come if you can and share in the discussion.
_________________________________________________________________________________
CONGRATULATIONS TO …
LAURA and ALISTAIR who were
married in June in Wales and are now
happy to be Mr. and Mrs. Cockburn.
Their wedding was much delayed due
to lockdown during the Covid
pandemic.
Alistair is the son of Helen and Bruce
Cockburn and a wedding photograph
will appear in the August edition of
The Review.

4.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT EVENINGS …

It was a joy to welcome Lizzie Lovejoy, artist in
residence at Josephine Butler College, together
with students and church members to the
workshop night on 7th June.
At the workshop members were invited to share
their stories about their local area and community
and what brought them to Durham and the Church
in particular. The experiences shared will be
collected and brought together in an Art Book
which Lizzie will eventually create later in the year.
Andrew Tinkler, Chaplain of Josephine Butler
College proposed a vote of thanks to the church
community for this year's students’ nights and
wished the students well as they left for their
summer vacation.
A woolly toy made by Church Elder, Mrs. Yvonne
Melville, was presented to the student rep Zoe
Crome - leaving Durham on the completion of her
Master's degree course in Chemistry.
Good luck Zoe.
The next meeting with Lizzie will be held on
23rd June which will take the form of a Sketch
Book Drawing Night. (Ray Anglesea)

5.

Dear Friends, A rota of preachers is very much a fact of church life now
because of group ministry. While some may look back with fondness to the
days of one-minister-one-church, I wonder whether there is in fact benefit in
the mixture of voices ‘from the pulpit’.
Many perspectives add to peoples’ understanding of what it means to live as
followers of Jesus today—and I think this is a good thing. However, from my
own experience of preaching across a number of churches I am aware that
sometimes it can be hard to discern a direction for services. As a result, we
tend to stick to the Lectionary as our guide for readings and subsequent theme.
However, after discussion within the Elders’ meeting, it was felt that it would be helpful to suggest
themes for our worship leaders to follow when with us. This would be more personal to Waddington
Street, and this enables a theme to be developed while allowing for variety in approach and content.
Accordingly, I have produced a schedule for the Summer, exploring the overall theme ‘What unity in
Christ means for us today’. Headline phrases for each week provides variety, as do linked keywords.
In addition, the Letter to the Ephesians which speaks to the theme will be covered, although perhaps
only in passing as preachers may wish to choose their own readings.
What does unity in Christ mean for us at the moment? First of all, it’s worth celebrating togetherness—
whether fifty years as the United Reformed Church or one-hundred and fifty years as the Waddington
Street congregation. Unity is in our name, our culture, and our spiritual DNA. Unity in Christ means
diversity of experiences, meanings, and themes to explore. It does not mean uniformity or false
simplicity: unity is multi-coloured not monochrome. This can be hard to handle, when people bring
their different perspectives together. It’s then that we must remember that unity means, above all,
grace and peace: love is at the heart of unity.
And finally, unity means playing our part—being involved in being united together. As our celebrations
take shape, and as our worship theme develops, I hope that you will enjoy being with others and further
building the body of Christ where we are. As we look back with thanksgiving, we need to remember
that our journey continues and that we remain part of what God is doing today—drawing all people
into greater unity in Christ. Regards,

Marcus
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Schedule on a theme: ‘What unity in Christ means for us today’
Date
3rd July
10th July
17th July
24th July
31st July
7th August
14th August
21st August
28th August
4th September
11th September
18th September
25th September
2nd October
16th October

Unity in Christ means…
…grace and peace
…every spiritual blessing
…hearts will be flooded with light
…you can’t take the credit (it’s a gift from God)
…he broke down the wall of hostility
…endless treasures
…his home in your hearts
(a break from the theme)
…you have been called by God
…putting on your new nature, created by God
…carefully determining what pleases the Lord
…exploring the parts we wish weren’t there
…still standing firm
…pray, pray, and keep in touch

Keyword
Introduction
Permission
Profundity
Vitality
Solidarity
Mystery
Connection
(Freedom!)
Harmony
Novelty
Loyalty
Discerning
Kingship
Relationship
Anniversary
Harvest
Celebration

Ephesians
1:1-2
1:3-14
1:15-23
2:1-10
2:11-22
3:1-13
3:14-21
4:1-16
4:17-32
5:1-20
5:21 to 6:9
6:10-17
6:18-22
6:23-24

6.
EDITOR’S LETTER
DEAR READERS,
In June I had the pleasure of attending “Busybody”, a comedy presented in the
City Theatre (in Fowler’s Yard, Back Silver Street) by Durham Dramatic
Society. I don’t know when a show last made me laugh so much as the
central character, a cleaning woman, discovers a body that then goes missing.
The lines were delivered with perfect comic timing and there was an
unexpected twist at the end. Their next production is “Funny Money” from
18th to 24th September. This is another comedy which follows a group of
friends trying to hold on to £735,000 which they had found. Tickets are
available from Gala Theatre Box Office 03000 266600. There are only just over 70 seats in this tiny
theatre which proudly displays a photo of a visit by Sir Ian McKellen.
Also in June, I was present at the Mayor making ceremony in Durham Town Hall when David
Freeman (Councillor for Elvet and Gilesgate) was installed. Below, on the Town Hall steps, the
Mayor is shown with his bodyguard who wear rosettes on their hats in a colour chosen by him. The
Mayor of Durham is the only Mayor, apart from the Lord Mayor of London, to have his own personal
bodyguard - who were in days gone bye responsible for collecting taxes for the Prince Bishops.

Church members may recall that Les Thomson served as Mayor from 18th May 2011 to 23rd May
2012. Members were invited to the Town Hall for a tour and refreshments and a Civic Service was
held in Waddington Street URC. Les was very grateful for all the support and encouragement he
received from members and friends at Church. The experience of representing the City is one he will
never forget. After the Queen and her representative, the Lord Lieutenant, the Mayor takes
precedence over any other person in the City.
The charming Lord Lieutenant for County Durham, Sue Snowdon, was present and assisted the
Mayor in handing out coins to passers bye in the Market Place. (Photograph on next page.)
The Deputy Mayor is Councillor Lesley Mavin who will serve for one year and then become Mayor
for one year. (Photograph on next page.)

7.

Thank you to
everyone
who has
contributed
an item for
this month’s
Review.
Please, keep
your articles
coming –
they are very
much
appreciated.
Lucille
Thomson
The next
issue of
The Review
will be
published on
Sunday 7th
AUGUST
2022.

Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052 or e-mail
lesthomson@talktalk.net – no later than NOON on Sunday 31st JULY 2022.

8.
COUNTRY WALKS WITH DORA …
My friend Dora is younger than me and very fit and active. She has a knack of finding secret paths
around Newton Hall that lead to interesting places. She has shown me the Bluebell Wood, the
gnarled old apple tree covered with blossom and the row of sloe bushes and wild raspberry canes, all
promising a good harvest in Autumn. [Below: Apple tree, sloe bushes, Jack by the hedge]

Together we have found an abundance of wild flowers, predominantly white, reminding me of a
poem we learnt at school – “Spring Goeth all in White” by Robert Bridges.
[Wild Strawberry, Wild Garlic, Honesty]

9.

[May Blossom, Daisies and below – Path on outskirts of Newton Hall]

Whenever people think of Newton Hall, I suppose they just
think of a sprawling housing estate, but if it hadn’t been for
Dora, I would never have discovered such rural beauty
surrounding it.
And here is a picture of my friend Dora!
Barbara Tinsley

10.
This display (by Reverend Ray
Anglesea) of the life of our Church
and its members and groups who
use our premises, was in the
vestibule on the day of the
Memorial Service held for
members who had died during the
pandemic and whose families had
not been able to have the normal
service in Church.
Those remembered at this Service
were Donald Mackay,
Doreen Bramwell, Freda Waller,
Christiane Mitchell,
Kesolenuo Suokhrie (known to us
as Keso who died in 2020) and
Dougie Melville. A Eulogy was
given for each person.
Our Minister, Reverend Marcus
Hargis, conducted a very sensitive,
dignified and healing service
during which we were given the
opportunity to light a candle in
remembrance of loved ones. There were six red candles on the Communion table, one for each
person lost, and a white candle to represent our Lord, Jesus Christ. The beautiful quilt in the photo
below was made by the late Doreen Bramwell who was a most gifted needlewoman. Many of us
have Christmas decorations made by Doreen and sold to fundraise for the Church or charities.
After the service
we enjoyed an
excellent buffet
organised by
Win Surtees and
Judy Banister.
The individual
tables had
colourful floral
table centres,
done by Win.
Our thanks go to
everyone
involved in this
Memorial
Service and
giving the
refreshments
afterwards when
some very
pleasant
fellowship was
enjoyed.

11.
Part of our Church’s 150th Anniversary events – Jubilee Weekend in the Hall on 5th June.

Members enjoyed Jubilee Cake and Jubilee Shortbread with their tea or coffee in the Hall after the
service on Sunday 5th June. Some excellent fellowship was enjoyed now that we are out of
lockdown. Thanks are due to Reverend Ray Anglesea - who decorated the Hall and tables and
procured the cakes and shortbread - and to anyone who helped to organise this pleasant event or to
clear up afterwards.
_________________________________________________________________________________

12.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee …

13.

I hope this will be a nice
reminder of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
celebrations, even if you are
not a royalist.
The Coronation coach had
an image of the Queen on
the day of her crowning
projected on to it.
Here is Ed Sheeran dressed
up for this special occasion!
L. Thomson

14.
150th Anniversary Celebrations: Visit of the Assembly Moderator Elect
The Minister, Revd Marcus Hargis, Elders and friends were delighted to welcome the Revd Fiona
Bennett, Moderator elect of the URC General Assembly 2022/23 to Waddington Street at the start of
the Church’s 150th Anniversary Celebrations. Fiona takes up her appointment as Assembly
Moderator at the Assembly Meeting to be held at The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick in early
July. Fiona’s 3 days in Durham was part of the Northern Synod’s invitation to visit some of the
synod’s churches and related mission projects.
Friday 17th June: The Waddington Street Centre
The beginning of the Waddington Street Centre developed and grew out of a group of church volunteers
who, in the early 1980’s, provided weekly care and lunches for patients attending the nearby County
Psychiatric Hospital (now closed). Adjacent terrace houses to the church were subsequently bought in
the late 80’s and early 90’s to cater for the growing and changing demand for mental health services.
The Waddington Street Centre was established and incorporated as a Limited Company in 1988. Today
the Centre aims to deliver effective mental health support through life skills and opportunities to some
120 people on a weekly basis who experience often severe and enduring mental health difficulties.
The Assembly Moderator elect, together with the Northern Synod Moderator, Revd David Herbert and
Church Minister Revd Marcus Hargis, were warmly welcomed to the Centre by the manager, Ali Lee
and Professor Fred Robinson, Chair of the Board of Trustees and church member, together with Centre
member CJ (on far right).

Saturday 18th June: Afternoon Tea with the Assembly Moderator Elect
Many church members and friends came together to meet and greet Fiona
for an informal, delicious afternoon tea. The Minister gave Fiona a
guided tour of the Church which had in recent years been sensitively
refurbished to meet present day liturgical and community needs. Fiona
was also shown an exhibition (compiled by Revd Ray Anglesea)
showcasing some of the many local groups currently using the Church
building. Over tea Fiona spent time chatting to members and friends.
Former members spoke warmly of ‘their’ church as a special place during
their lives, for the help, support and care they received during joyous
times as well as during difficult times. To commemorate her visit to the
Church, later in the afternoon the Minister, Reverend Marcus Hargis,
presented Fiona with a book of Covid reflections entitled ‘Getting Through,’ written and published by
a former Waddington Street Minister, the late Reverend Ruth Crofton.

15.

Sunday 19th June
A beautiful act of worship, with hymns of rejoicing and an inspiring
and challenging sermon, was led by the Assembly Moderator Elect.
Fiona also presented the church with a URC 50th anniversary bag of
coffee so Church members could keep talking about how God might
be leading the Church in the future years.
The Moderator Elect left with our good wishes and prayers for the
coming year, leaving for Keld Resource Centre and Church in
Upper Swaledale in the afternoon, then on Monday a visit to the
secret community garden project at Zion URC, Northallerton.

(Thanks to Reverend Ray Anglesea for these reports and photographs.)

16.
Without doubt Fiona was in awe of the work of the Waddington Street Centre. A very big thank you
to Ali, Centre Manager and Fred, Chair of the Trustees, for making the visit possible, for the round
table conversations with members and a guided tour of the centre. A positive outcome of the
morning was an exchange visit by the WS Centre members to Edinburgh, to be arranged at a future
date. It was lovely too that the Synod Moderator, David Herbert, took time out of his busy schedule
to visit the Centre.
(Below – Ali Lee, Revd. Fiona Bennett, Revd. Marcus Hargis and Revd. David Herbert)

The Moderator's visit came on top of other recent very successful church weekends, a very beautiful
memorial service led by our Minister, Marcus, and a Jubilee party after the morning service on the
5th June. So now a time to have a break, a rest and to enjoy the summer months. The working party
will reconvene in early September to plan our second and final weekend of celebrations October
15/16th. A report of the weekend events has been sent to Fiona and Lucille and the editors of the
Synod fortnightly newsletter. With all good wishes
Ray [Convenor, 150th Anniversary Working Party.]
[PS If you know of other members’ and friends’ email addresses currently not listed in the Church
Directory, please forward this email to them. Thank you.]

17.
Dear Friends,
On behalf of the working party may I warmly thank you for your help and support in making Fiona's
visit at the start of the church anniversary celebrations such a joyous and happy occasion. Fiona
enjoyed her visit immensely. A gifted minister, excellent preacher and beautiful singer, she enjoyed
talking to many church members and friends. Thank you Peter for the music, Richard with zoom and
the many hands that had cleaned the church and weeded the garden for the visit of our esteemed
guest.
I had many letters and cards
from invited friends and
members thanking me for my
invitation to join Fiona's
afternoon tea party.
Other friends spoke warmly
of their time in Waddington
Street, a special place with
many memories where they
found love, support and help
on the Christian journey. All
wished us well in our future
endeavours.
I think we all agreed that
using an outside caterer at
such a reasonable cost was a
huge success - thanks to Val
who found the caterer. As
we were the last customer of
the day, we were given extra supplies. Feeding the 5,000 came to mind!
Ray Anglesea

18.
Notes from Elders’ Meeting on Thursday 9th June 2022
at Church and on Zoom

1. Marcus Hargis (Chair) opened with a reading from Ecclesiastes chapter 11, verses 1-6 plus
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

reflection and prayer.
The meeting received apologies from Ruth Cranfield and Helen Cockburn. The minutes of
the last meeting on 5 May 2022 were agreed and signed.
Matters Arising from the 5 May minutes –
1) Remembrance Service – to be held on Saturday 11 June. Marcus outlined the format and
asked for volunteers to read out the individual eulogies. Donald -Sandy, Freda - Yvonne,
Christiane – her daughters, Doreen- Kath Clasper, Dougie - Kath Ogilvie and Keso – Marcus.
Val agreed to do the bible reading- 1 Corinthians 15,35-49. There will be a general reflection
and a chance to light candles. Peter in charge of music and afternoon tea is to be served in
the hall.
2) We need a date from Peter for his proposed concert.
3) It was agreed to still use the tongs to deliver bread at communion.
4) Themed Schedule for Preaching this summer – Marcus handed out copies of a document
outlining non lectionary preaching topics that visiting preachers may like to use. The
meeting discussed and agreed to issue letter and topics to visiting preachers. A follow-up
discussion will take place in the autumn to gauge response.
District Reports were received and prayers offered. Commitment for Life (Christian Aid and
ECO church were also discussed.)
Correspondence – None.
Sale of Manse – The property committee have written to Synod to formally advise of the
Church meeting’s decision to sell our manse and that the family renting it need to be
considered as they are keen to buy. A reply is awaited from Synod.
Safeguarding – None.
Website – being updated with 150/50 years celebrations.
Help for Ukraine – Janet Sarsfield updated the meeting that our response to help in any way
has been taken forward by Zoe Ostler. Our premises are available for use and we have
requested guidance on what help is needed. Janet will keep up the link and advise us when
information is forthcoming for us to act.
150/50 years celebrations- the meeting was updated with ideas from the meeting held on 9
May. 3 events are proposed 1 for Jubilee celebrations, 1 for 50 years URC (Moderator’s visit)
and 1 for 150 years of Waddington Street Church - Flower festival/service on 15/16 October.
All events to be costed and further updates issued.
Healthy Church/Vision and Purpose/Legacy Money – The meeting agreed that these topics
need to be discussed and moved forward. It was decided to hold an open church meeting
on Thursday 7th July at 7 p.m. in the hall. Advance notice to be given to the congregation of
the time and topics for discussion.
Next Meeting – Thursday 7th July 6.30 p.m. for Elders followed by an open church meeting at
7 p.m. in the hall. Marcus to chair. No note taker nominated. 1st August - normal Elders’
meeting at 7 p.m.

Yvonne Melville

19.
PREACHERS FOR JULY
3rd Revd Marcus Hargis
10th Revd Kevin Dunne
17th Revd John Durell
24th Revd Alan Middleton
31st Revd Marcus Hargis

Date
JULY 2022

AND

AUGUST 2022
7th
Charles and Alison Jolly
14th Mrs. Barbara Ledger
21st
Deacon Jane Middleton
28th Pauline James

Elders

Door Duty

3rd

Mr. D. Shirer
Mrs. J. Sarsfield

Miss B. Tinsley

10th

Mr. S. Ogilvie
Mr. R. Phua

Mrs. K. Clasper

17th

Mrs. K. Ogilvie
Mrs. Y. Melville

Mrs. H. Cockburn

24th

Mrs. D. Jackson
Mrs. V. Hodgson

Mr. and Mrs. R. Todd

31st

Mr. R. Todd
Mrs. K. Clasper

Mrs. K. Ogilvie

Mrs. J. Thornborrow
Mrs. H. Cockburn

Mrs. V. Hodgson

14th

Mrs. J. Sarsfield
Mr. R. Phua

Mr. M. Reay

21st

Mr. S. Ogilvie

Mrs. D. Jackson

28th

Mrs. K. Ogilvie
Mrs. V. Hodgson

Mrs. W. Surtees

AUGUST 2022 7th

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.

COFFEE ROTA 2022 JULY
3rd Fred Robinson
10th Alison and Charles Jolly
17th Sylvia and Ian Warburton
24th Janet and David Thornborrow
31st Heather Todd, Val Hodgson

7th
14th
21st
28th

AUGUST
Win Surtees, Kath Ogilvie
Yvonne Melville, Doris Jackson
Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson
Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.
FLOWER ROTA – JULY 2022
AUGUST 2022
3rd VACANCY
7th Vacancy
10th Mrs. J. Harling
14th Mrs. H. Durell
17th Mrs. W. Surtees
21st Mrs. K. Clasper
24th Mrs. K. Clasper
28th Mr. I. and Mrs. S. Warburton
31st Mrs. Y. Melville
Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.

FREE LIGHT

[By Bob Kelly]

THE URC CHURCH - WADDINGTON STREET – DURHAM
The Church – its shell
a congregation of stone
castle of courage and hope
gathering of folk
Jesu’s great people
of living light
hall of the spirit
of windows – deep and high
the rose window
lets in free light
the good servants
of this temple
built on friendship
get on with life
living for others
the spacious heart
of this place
a godly home.
Flass scurries under
so deeply humble
the solid plain pews
where sat all ages
kids at the front
those who enthuse
and leave no shadows
we raise our eyes
at corner steeple
aspiring for heaven
the church
next door friend
of worthy centre
lamps in plenty
and plentiful food
for those in need
the golden cross
raised on the blue
a star in sky
red brick streets around
people of the loving light
in the garden that is Durham
we are souls together.
[We are most grateful to Bob Kelly from the Waddington Street Centre for sharing this poem which
illustrates very powerfully the long standing warm links between the Centre and this Church. Editor.]

