
 

        

THE  REVIEW 
 

MAY  2022 
   

 
 

   Image from an Isle of Wight Church 
 

 

 
 

WADDINGTON STREET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, 
 

DURHAM  CITY   DH1  4BG 
       

Church Website:   www.durhamurc.org.uk 
  

http://www.durhamurc.org.uk/


 

2. 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope your Easter season is going well.  

 

In terms of the church calendar this period marks the in-between time spanning 

the Resurrection and the arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The Early 

Church is finding its feet;   Saul is settling into his role as persecutor-in-chief; 

and word is spreading that Christ is risen.   He is risen indeed!   Soon this time 

of transition will be over, with the dramatic events of Pentecost soon to come.   But in the Gospel stories 

after Easter there is this sense of living amidst in-between times. 

  

Some call the time between ‘now’ and ‘next’ by the term liminal space.   Richard Rohr, author and 

Franciscan friar describes it as: “where we are betwixt and between the familiar and the completely 

unknown.  There alone is our old world left behind, while we are not yet sure of the new existence. 

That’s a good space where genuine newness can begin.   Get there often and stay as long as you can by 

whatever means possible…  This is the sacred space where the old world is able to fall apart, and a 

bigger world is revealed.” 

 

I prefer the more widely understood terms of ‘transition’ and ‘in-between.’   Rohr is right that good 

things can come from the journey in-between.   But I’m not sure whether it’s a place we’re meant to 

spend much time in.   The metaphorical image that comes to mind is that of the space between high and 

low tides on the shore line.    It’s not a zone to linger in for a long time unless you want to get wet.   But 

it is a place of movement, whether of those walking through it, or of the incoming tide.   Stay ‘in-

between’ and you’ll soon get washed away. 

 

The Kingdom of God has also been described as a liminal space:   it is both ‘now’ realised in Jesus and 

‘not yet’ perfected in us.   I think it’s wrong to accept this as a permanent state of affairs.   Bewildered 

and befuddled disciples didn’t stay for long in-between states but were soon empowered to move 

forward with the Spirit at Pentecost.   Their mission truly blossomed thereafter. 

 

For us, the reign of God is now and is fully perfected in us as soon as we accept the Holy Spirit into 

our lives.   That’s not to say that we are perfect (far from it).   But my point is that staying in the 

corridors between ‘now’ and ‘not yet’, perhaps sitting on the fence, is to miss out on the very real 

presence of God revealed now in God the Spirit.   Once accepted, the reign of God can be fully realised 

in us through prayer and following God’s leading.   Of course, we’ll mess up from time to time—so 

did the early Christians.   But their commitment to the reign of God in their lives made a lasting impact 

on the lives of others.   Our broken world remains broken.   We can’t fix the break, but can make life a 

little better for those we have influence over—and that way the mustard seed Kingdom of God still 

grows through us.   It flourishes through everyone who accepts the way of Christ and the leading of the 

Holy Spirit, such is the reign of God today. 

 

In this in-between time, between Easter and Pentecost, may we as Christ’s disciples today head for the 

high-water mark—the realisation of God’s reign in us now. 

Regards, 

Marcus 
 

                                                                 



 

3. 

 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministerial Services –   Reverend Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:- 

Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930   (messages can be left on either). 

Email: marcushargis@outlook.com     For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder. 

Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m.     To Zoom into the service remotely please use  

Meeting ID: 766 703 2324.    Password: DurhamURC.      

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE NOTE - COPY DATE FOR THE JUNE REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 29th MAY 2022. 

Please be aware when submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is 

available for anyone anywhere in the world to read. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

          A CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH - 

          Will be held in our Church Hall           

          after morning service on  

          SUNDAY 8th MAY 2022.                                        

          All are welcome to share  

          in this simple fundraising lunch. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advance notice of visits to Waddington Street URC by Reverend Fiona Bennett. 

On SATURDAY 18TH JUNE the Moderator of the General Assembly of the URC will attend a 

Meet and Greet session in the Church Hall at Waddington Street, including Afternoon Tea 3-5 p.m. 

On SUNDAY 19TH JUNE the Moderator will lead the service and preach at 10.45 a.m. 

Please put these dates in your Diary! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Change of Preacher for Sunday 8th May 2022 … 

The Preacher on Sunday 8th May will be the Reverend Doctor Tony Haws. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Lucille, 

Could you, in The Review, convey my thanks, and appreciation, for the kind 

gift of sweets and framed picture on my departure North. 

Nice thought, and, very grateful. 

Best wishes, 

Robert Balderston 

   

(We wish Robert well in his new home in beautiful Perthshire and appreciate his playing of the Organ 

here over the years.   Editor) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A huge “Thank You” to everyone who expressed their support and good 

wishes to us (and to Sandy’s sister Evelyn) on the death of their mother,  

Nan Ogilvie, at the grand old age of 104.   Your care and concern were much 

appreciated. 

  Sandy and Kath Ogilvie 

Nan was a much loved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.   Her 

Funeral on 19th April at Denewell Avenue URC was conducted by Reverend 

Marcus Hargis.  

 

mailto:marcushargis@outlook.com


 

 4. 

 

STUDENT EVENINGS …  
Bonus Student Night (Tuesday 10th May 2022) and  

Evening Storytime “with the Waddies” on (Tuesday 7th June 2022) 
 

Two additional student nights are planned to take place at Waddington Street URC.  

The first being at the request of the students who have requested an extra evening of light 

entertainment to deflect tensions of their exam period;   to which Church Members are invited.  

The second is a workshop led by Lizzie Lovejoy, artist in residence at Josephine Butler College, with 

an audience of students and Church Members. 
 

At the workshop Church Members will be invited to share their stories about the Church, the local 

area and the community.   The aim will be to celebrate experiences which will then form a 

commemorative artwork and “art book” that Lizzie will compose.    Students will also participate to 

provide a perspective into the Durham experience and the Church “Waddies”.                                          

Both events are due to start at 7.30 p.m. (until 9.15 p.m.) in the Church Hall. 

David Thornborrow 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY …     

Celebrate Together!  SATURDAY 2nd JULY 2022 

A gathering at Beamish Museum for the URC Northern Synod  
 

URC Northern Synod invites you to a celebration at Beamish Museum with a service appropriate for 

all ages to celebrate 50 years of the URC.   We are gathering together to give thanks to God for 50 

years of the United Reformed Church which was founded in 1972.  
 

Enjoy a day at Beamish Museum and come and join us to celebrate in the Marquee.   There will be 

things to make, a picnic lunch, tea and birthday cake and a service of celebration suitable for all ages.  

You can pop in to the marquee at any time to do crafts, spend time at prayer stations and engage in 

activities for every age but we will have picnic lunch together from midday and then a service of 

thanksgiving at 3 p.m.   Please register with the names of those attending. 
 

 If anyone in your group is under 18, please book using the Family ticket option.   All under 18's must 

be accompanied by an adult who will be responsible for the supervision of children at all times.  

There is no charge for the event, but tickets must be booked in advance and this can be done at 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/315277642917  

[Thanks go to Revd Ray Anglesea for passing on this information.] 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

To all the congregation at Waddington Street URC … 

Alyson and Peter Dixon wish you all a Happy and Blessed Easter together, and also to 

all your loved ones whether they be with you or in distant lands.   Regretfully Alyson 

and I cannot be with you in person, but can be in spirit, as we look forward, and keep 

the great annal festival and the promise it affirms.   With all good wishes to everyone – have a 

Peaceful and Happy Easter.   God bless you.   Alyson and Peter. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Many thanks for sending the Church magazine every month – Mum 

appreciates it very much and misses coming to Church.  Please pass 

Mum’s very best Easter wishes to Waddington Street friends.   Mum 

is doing well since coming out of hospital last year.   Thanks for all 

your care.   Mair and Eira (Evans). 

 

Dear Kath and Sandy,   We are thinking of you and all at Waddington 

Street Church this Easter.   Wishing you a special and happy Easter.   Love, Eira (Evans) and Mair. 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/315277642917
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6. 

 

Notes from Elders’ Meeting on Wednesday 6th April 2022 on Zoom. 
Present –   Rev Marcus Hargis, Helen Cockburn, Kath Ogilvie, Sandy Ogilvie, Kathleen Clasper, Janet Thornborrow, 

Doris Jackson, Val Hodgson, Richard Phua, Janet Sarsfield, Rev Jane Rowell. 

1. Richard Phua (Chair) opened by reading Psalm 47 followed by a time of reflection and prayer. 

2. The meeting received apologies from Ruth Cranfield and Yvonne Melville.  

3. The minutes of the previous Elders’ Meeting required two minor changes. 

4.      Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting 

a) The General Assembly Moderator, Fiona Bennett’s visit to Waddington Street Resource Centre and our 

church has been confirmed. She will arrive in Durham on Thursday 16 June and will visit the Resource Centre 

on Friday 17 June. On Saturday 18 June there will be an opportunity for the congregation to meet Fiona and 

share Afternoon Tea. Fiona will lead and preach at our morning service on Sunday 19 June before heading to 

Keld later that day. 

b) The joint group service held on 6 March was a good opportunity to catch up with our friends in the other 

churches and certainly worthwhile doing periodically. 

c) ‘Time to Remember’ is a special remembrance service which Marcus is organising to celebrate the lives of 

those in our church family who sadly passed away during the pandemic. It will be held on Saturday 11 June 

and will be followed by light refreshments. Marcus has been liaising with the family members affected.  

5.      Rev Jane Rowell gave a PowerPoint presentation to the Elders outlining the results of the Healthy Church 

Survey which she facilitated recently.  Not surprisingly, it indicated that we are very good at food and 

fellowship, we are very caring, our fundraising efforts to help others have been very worthwhile and the use of 

our buildings by various community groups has been much appreciated. 

The Survey outlined six main areas of church life. We are very good at Welcoming, Pastoral Care and 

Fellowship. Discipleship, Worship and Outreach & Mission are areas which we might want to work on. Jane 

gave some examples of things we might consider changing but stressed there was no urgency to do anything 

straight away. Jane is going to send the presentation to us for further consideration and action. Jane then left 

the meeting. 

6.      District reports were received, and prayers offered. 

7.      Correspondence – none to report. 

8.      Church AGM on 20 March -         One point to note is that the church accounts have now been finalised 

(a draft version was circulated at the AGM). 

9.      Waddington Street’s 150th and the URC’s 50th Anniversaries were discussed. A team is being assembled 

to make sure we celebrate both of these anniversaries in style! 

10.     Lizzie Lovejoy, the artist in residence at Josephine Butler College, has proposed three workshop dates 

for our church family, followed by a potential Celebration Day, which might involve sharing booklets, 

revealing artwork and maybe even an indoor projection. Lizzie seems to be very active within Josephine Butler 

College and is very generous with her time. The workshop dates will be publicised in the Review.  

11.     The Good Friday Act of Witness, which is a Durham Churches Together initiative, will take place as 

usual on Good Friday in Durham marketplace. 

12.     A discussion took place about the future of our Manse. The upkeep of the Manse is very time-consuming 

and arduous for those involved in the Property Committee and there was a suggestion that we should consider 

selling it. Of course, this would have to be agreed by the church membership. 

13.     There was a very good attendance at the recent meeting to discuss the situation in Ukraine and how we 

could help. Marcus feels we might be able to provide support for instance with English classes or by providing 

a place for refugees to meet up and feel supported and safe. Marcus has had some experience of refugees in his 

previous position in Stoke and Kath and Sandy Ogilvie have had a lot of experience with their involvement 

with the West End refugees in Newcastle. This a very fluid situation at the moment and we will need to see 

how many refugees end up in our area to determine more accurately, the right course of action.  

14.     It was agreed that, at the moment, the Covid measures we have in place will remain. We will reinstate 

the serving of tea and coffee in the church hall following the service on Easter Sunday. Members of our church 

family who have cold like symptoms, should be encouraged to stay at home. 

15.     There were no safeguarding issues to report. 

16.     There were no updates to the website required at the moment. 

17.     AOB - On 8 May, following the church service, there will be a Christian Aid Lunch. 

18.     The next meeting will be on THURSDAY 5 May at 7 p.m.   Val will chair and Janet T will take the 

minutes.  19. The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.     Helen Cockburn 



 

7. 

 

EDITOR’S LETTER 
 

DEAR READERS,     

Les and I were puzzled, when at my sister’s home in California, to learn that hanging out washing 

was not allowed on her estate and people were expected to dry it indoors or in a Dryer.   With the 

climate there, washing would often dry outdoors in less than an hour.  This cartoon amused me and I 

wondered if it would, on the lines of “The King’s New Clothes”, change their mindset!   These other 

cartoons made me smile – I hope they will do the same for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These animal ones also amused me! 

 

 

If you noticed the candle in the colours of Ukraine on the Communion Table it was the 

work of Revd Ray Anglesea’s 8 year old grand-daughter Gracie who is raising money for 

Ukraine. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed an item for this month’s Review.   Please, keep your 

articles coming – they are very much appreciated.       Lucille Thomson                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 5th June 2022. 

Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052  

or e-mail lesthomson@talktalk.net – no later than NOON on Sunday 29th MAY 2022. 
 



 

8. 

 

Wensleydale Wanderings. 
 

With luck on our side, we managed to squeeze in a walk between wet weather and the 

following snowy days.   We parked at Aysgarth Falls car park and headed uphill to the 

village of Carperby.   Bare trees and fields showed us that Spring was reluctant in 

coming, despite it being the end of March.  The ways of crossing walls are always 

varied and a challenge we are always ready to take on. 
 

       
 

Up near the edge of the fells, we enjoyed a lunch break and had fun looking for 

interesting shapes in a newly repaired dry-stone wall. Jan spotted a boot, can you? 
 

        
 

The way onwards seemed to be never-

ending, but a deep gorge was worth a 

closer look.  Steep drops prevented us 

from seeing the waterfall we could 

hear.   A couple of workers with a 

black Labrador were repairing a wall 

while listening to loud rock music.  

Eventually, we arrived at the point 

where our path turned to go downhill, 

across steep grassland and through a 

belt of trees, to emerge with a view of fields where sheep grazed, and lambs played.   A 

good place for a picnic stop. The path then crossed more fields and through Newbiggin 

to bring us to Askrigg where we had a choice of a few paths back to Aysgarth. 
 

We normally take the path across wildflower meadows to the riverside path, but it was 

too early in the year for flowers, and we were informed that the riverside path was 

closed due to it being washed away in places during a previous year’s floods.  We 

decided to take a route that we hadn’t been on before and later, regretted it. 



 

9. 

 

We spotted these gloves tucked 

into a wall near a gate.  We’re 

not sure if there’s any strange 

significance there, or maybe it’s 

just that some people are careless 

with their gloves. 

We passed through Woodhall, a 

pretty village, with a stream 

running across the village green 

and lots of daffodils lining the 

roadsides. 

Beyond (east of) Woodhall, we passed close to a couple of dairy farms, with cows 

mooing in the farmyards.  Then we came to a place where we had to negotiate two high 

ladder stiles and a 20-yard stretch of swamp where the muddy water was deeper than 

our walking poles.  There was no way around, so various methods of ascent / descent 

and balancing were tried.   With a lot of huffing and puffing, slipping and sliding and 

some nervous moments, we made it across to firmer ground. 
 

 
      

Once through the obstacle course, there was only a couple of miles or so left and as we 

followed the old railway track, we saw flocks of geese and wading birds gathering on 

the grassland by the river and swimming nearby.  We were quite exhausted by the time 

we arrived back at the car after 12 miles of walking. 
 

 Angus and Jan Robson. 

 

29th March 2022 
 

  



 

10. 

 

       Minutes of the Church Meeting held on 20th March 2022 

 

Present  - 15                    Apologies - 12 

 

1. Sandy Ogilvie welcomed everyone to the Meeting which opened with prayer. 

 

2. An apology was received from the Reverend Marcus Hargis who was conducting a baptism. 

 

3. The minutes of the October Meeting were accepted as a true record. 

 

4. Matters arising -  

a. Item 4. A new Church Directory, which has been produced by Janet Sarsfield, has now been issued. 

b. Item 6. Our application to AROSHA to become an Eco Church has been accepted and we have 

been awarded a bronze certificate, not the highest certificate, but something that we can work on in 

the future. 

c. Item 7. Lizzie Lovejoy has been appointed the new Artist in Residence and the Meeting looked 

forward to discussing how we could work with her. 

d. Item 8.  The Mitzvah Day held on 21st November suffered from a lack of co-ordination and 

preparation.   If we are to be involved in this activity again this year we need to learn from this 

experience. 

 

5. A report from the Property Group was given by Kathleen Clasper. 

a. At long last, the Property Group has been able to welcome some new members, Yvonne Melville 

and Ian Warburton. 

b. Kathleen detailed the repairs and tests carried out on our premises during the past year and thanked 

all those who had been involved in the maintenance of the buildings. 

c. The Building Survey by Synod in 2019 had made a number of recommendations and David Woods 

had kindly prioritized these for us.   Mr. Graham Hatt has been appointed by Synod to advise on 

property matters and has visited us twice, once to make a general survey of the premises and once to 

inspect the tower.   Details were given about works carried out in the Manse.   Synod is considering 

selling surplus manses.   Sandy Ogilvie has written to Synod expressing our support for this. 

Sandy thanked Kathleen for her report and the Property Group for its work over the year.   He added 

that the condition of the tower, some erosion of the stonework and rising damp will require attention 

and considerable expenditure.   It was noted that looking after the manse does involve Kath Ogilvie 

and Kathleen Clasper in a great deal of work on behalf of the Property Group.   The final decision as 

to whether to sell the manse or not will be made by the Church Meeting. 

 

6. Finance Report. Michele Woods apologized for being unable to attend the Church Meeting and it 

was explained that as the report had not yet been checked by the checkers, it was in fact a draft report.  

a. The good news was that we had continued to stay afloat during a difficult two years of Covid, 

during which income had fallen.     

b. It was encouraging that the church was used to such a great degree by a very wide range of 

organizations. 

c. One issue which will face us this year is the steep rise in energy prices. 

 

7. The 150th Anniversary of the Church, the 50th Anniversary of the U.R.C. and the Queen's Platinum 

Jubilee will all be celebrated this year. 

a. The Elders have asked the Reverend Ray Anglesea, who has had experience of celebrating 150th 

Anniversaries at St. Andrew's, Crook, to co-ordinate our activities. 

b. A small group could get together to organize activities. 

c. Present suggestions for activities include an autumn flower festival, an anniversary lunch, a visit 

away, and the planting of trees in Flass Vale, perhaps with red, white and blue blossom. 

d. In June, Fiona Bennett, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church, 

will visit and preach in our church as well as visiting the Waddington Street Centre. 



 

11. 

 

e. It is hoped to involve as many as possible of the groups associated with our church in celebrating 

these anniversaries. 

f. Perhaps a commemorative seat could be erected in the garden for the use of those who attend the  

   Resource  Centre. 

g. A banner could be placed in the garden illustrating what the church had done in the past and what it 

hopes to do in the future. 

h. Perhaps we could produce an updated history of the church illustrated with information on and 

photographs of our past ministers. 

i. Volunteers to help with these activities and people with ideas should report to Helen Cockburn. 

 

8. On Wednesday evening our minister will chair a meeting on what we can do individually and 

collectively to support the people of the Ukraine. 

 

9. A.O.B. 

a. Fred Robinson suggested a fund-raising charity lunch after the service for Christian Aid, possibly 

on May 8th at the beginning of Christian Aid Week. 

b. The book of memories dedicated to the Reverend Ruth Crofton will be taken up to Jesmond U.R.C. 

next week. 

c. Yvonne Melville informed us that she will be updating the notices in the vestibule that give 

information on the organisations that can help those people who are facing difficulties. 

The Meeting ended with the Grace. 

 Malcolm Reay                                                                                                                                          

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

An elderly woman had two large pots, 

each hung on the ends of a pole which 

she carried across her neck.   One of 

the pots had a crack in it while the 

other pot was perfect and always 

delivered a full portion of water.   At 

the end of the long walks from the 

stream to the house, the cracked pot 

arrived only half full. 

For a full two years this went on daily, 

with the woman bringing home only 

one and a half pots of water.   Of 

course, the perfect pot was proud of 

its accomplishments.   But the poor 

cracked pot was ashamed of its own 

imperfection, and miserable that it 

could only do half of what it had been 

made to do.   After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman one day 

by the stream.   'I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the 

way back to your house.' 

The old woman smiled, 'Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the path, but not on the 

other pot's side?'   'That's because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on 

your side of the path, and every day while we walk back, you water them.'   For two years I have been 

able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table.   Without you being just the way you are, 

there would not be this beauty to grace the house.' 

Each of us has our own unique flaw.   But it's the cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives 

together so very interesting and rewarding.   You've just got to take each person for what they are and 

look for the good in them.   SO, to all of my cracked pot friends, have a great day and remember to 

smell the flowers on your side of the path!    God Bless You all!!! 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 



 

12. 

 
Dear friends,  

First, read John 20: 1-18, slowly, prayerfully, then read on …  

Kittiwakes are nesting on the Tyne Bridge and the nearby Baltic Gallery’s slender 

ledges again.   Roadsides have delivered their annual sequence of snowdrops, 

crocuses, and daffodils.   The days are lengthening.   An increasingly noticeable 

dawn chorus from nearby trees and shrubs signals fresh industry and purposeful 

communication as territory and mates and nests are established.   Spring has sprung, 

the hallmarks of which impact even the urban landscape of our city centres.   Another 

orbit completed around our nearest star, with that divinely perfect tilt of the polar 

axis, bringing to these latitudes the familiar, refreshing and reassuring seasonal 

changes with seemingly inexorable momentum.   Spring.   Transformation.    New 

life after the die back of winter.  
 

The Christian calendar resonates with the very season in which we find ourselves.   If Good Friday represents 

the winter of those vast and only partly explored interior landscapes within each one of us, scarred by many 

forms of death we experience and live with – the darker valleys and bleak moorlands - then Easter Day brings 

the eternal truth into the light with a Spring dawn of realisation and assurance – sin and death do not in fact 

have the last word, that God’s gift of love will always ultimately prevail.  
 

Come with me as we walk into the garden containing Jesus’ tomb that first Easter morning, alongside Mary 

Magdalene.   She can’t see us.   We are not of her time, but part of that Church which is yet to come.   The 

night air remains cold, dawn is barely underway, it is still largely dark, and there is a weighty silence as she 

continues to struggle through processing the horrors of Friday.   But into that early daybreak, before the sun is 

above the horizon, rise the first sounds of the noisy dawn chorus to come – when creation itself joins in with 

God’s praise.  
 

Stop reading this for a few moments and in your imagination listen to the dawn chorus surrounding Mary on 

her approach to Jesus’ garden tomb, then read on …  
 

In the garden Mary found herself, springs new life.   Resurrection life.   Transformation.   And creation itself 

sings out her praise through a glorious dawn chorus that first Easter morning.  
 

And what of the transformation for a world full of shadows today?   Where is God at work in the rubble of 

Mariupol and other Ukrainian cities, our melting polar caps, the cost-of-living crisis, the need for foodbanks, 

much more besides, and all as we learn to live with COVID? 
 

Jesus called out Mary’s name, and in that moment came recognition:   Good Friday it dawns on her was not the 

last word, the last act.   Mary is the first to discover for herself the free, surprising presence of the crucified and 

risen Jesus.   As our tears mingle with those of Mary, when we in our turn weep for the world, mindful of the 

darkness and despair, like Mary, let’s listen expectantly for the voice of the risen Jesus crying out our own 

name.   Pause and imagine his voice speaking your name over and over for a while, then read on …  
 

Like Mary, who became the first apostle, sent by the risen Jesus to break the news of his resurrection to the 

other disciples, you and I are sent in just the same way:   bearers of Christ’s light, carrying the hope of the 

Gospel and testifying to the transforming power of God’s hand that can be discerned even in today’s Good 

Fridays.   Rooted in God’s promises, we know how God’s great work of love ultimately prevails.  
 

The challenge for us is that not only through our individual vocations to follow Jesus, but also through the life 

of the Church, we are invited to share in God’s mission, translate His transforming power into visible tangible 

acts of love, so bringing wholeness, healing, peace and assurance to an aching and broken but ultimately 

beautiful world.  
 

Thanks be to God for the hope, new life, and mission we can celebrate and share in the eternal presence of the 

risen Jesus this Easter and always, the God who often demonstrates our endings in life are often not endings at 

all, but become new and surprising beginnings.  
 

David. (Herbert) 

Moderator Northern Synod     

 

[From Northern Synods Easter Newsletter] 

 

 



 

13. 

 

SALVATOR MUNDI (SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD)   Leonardo’s Lost Masterpiece. 

 
There was an excellent documentary 

on BBC4 recently about the 

rediscovery of Leonardo Da Vinci’s 

lost masterpiece Salvator Mundi. 

 

Leonardo was born in 1452 in Vinci, 

a small town near Florence.   He was 

the illegitimate son of Ser Piero, a 

Notary, and a young peasant girl, 

Caterina.   His father’s social standing 

meant he could not marry Caterina 

and instead married a woman of his 

own class.   Leonardo was brought up 

by his father and stepmother and 

showed an early talent for drawing.   

At the age of 13, he was enrolled by 

his father in the workshop of 

Verrochio, a well established painter 

and sculptor in Florence. 

 

After his seven year apprenticeship 

Leonardo was enrolled in the 

Confraternity of artists in Florence 

and continued to work in Verrochio’s 

studio.   At the age of 23 he painted 

the angel kneeling on the left hand 

side of Verrochio’s painting “The 

Baptism of Christ”.   The story goes 

that Verrochio said, “My pupil has 

surpassed me.   From now on I will 

dedicate myself to sculpture.” 

 

Eventually Leonardo branched out on his own, working for the nobility of the day, notably Ludovico 

Sforza, Duke of Milan, and Catherine de Medici. 

 

The painting “Salvator Mundi” is a portrait of Christ looking calmly at the Viewer, his right hand 

raised in blessing and his left hand resting on a crystal sphere.   Many copies were made of this 

picture, first by Leonardo’s pupils, and others through the centuries, also engravings in the 17th 

century, but the original was thought to be lost forever. 

 

A painting in the possession of Sir Francis Cook, long thought to be a copy, was re-examined by the 

art dealer Robert Simon, and using infra red photography the ghost of an original painting could be 

seen through all the overpainted layers.   The painting had been badly damaged and crudely restored 

but when the overpainting had been removed by Diane Modestino, an expert art restorer, the beauty 

of the original painting was revealed and its authenticity declared. 

 

In 1958 it was sold as a crude copy for £45.   It has recently been sold to Prince Badr Bin Abdullah of 

Saudi Arabia for £145 million pounds and will hang in the Louvre in Abu Dhabi, an art gallery named 

after the Louvre in Paris. 

 

Barbara Tinsley 

 



 

14. 

 

Aphorism:  A short, pointed sentence that expresses a wise or clever observation.  

1.   The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow.  

2.   Money will buy a fine dog, but only kindness will make him wag his tail. 

3.   If you don't have a sense of humour, you probably don't have any sense at all.  

4.   Seat belts are not as confining as wheelchairs.  

5.   A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you're in deep water.  

6.   How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the dark to become a teenager  

      who wants to stay out all night?  

7.   Business conventions are important because they demonstrate how many people a company  

      can operate without.  

8.   Why is it that at class reunions you feel younger than everyone else looks?  

9.    Stroke a cat and you will have a permanent job.  

10.  No one has more driving ambition than the teenage boy who wants to buy a car.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church flowers … 
 

Three of the four Sundays in June are still Vacant. 

Everyone very much enjoys seeing the flowers in Church. 

If you are interested in supplying and/or placing flowers in the 

Sanctuary on any of these dates – 5th, 12th and 26th June – please 

contact Yvonne Melville who is co-ordinating the Flower Rota 

and would be delighted to hear from you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Got some time to spare? 

 

Why not try to copy this clever design on 

the left which looks very interesting and 

quite attractive. 

 

[Below right] 

At a time when we are being urged to 

conserve resources, this Japanese toilet is 

very clever.   It has the wash basin on top 

of the toilet and once you have washed 

your hands, the water drops down into the 

toilet cistern to be used in the next flush! 

 

 



 

15. 

    MAY 2022     JUNE 2022 

    1st     Revd Ashley Wilson.          5th     Bill Offler  

    8th     Revd Dr. Tony Haws   12th Revd Marcus Hargis Communion 

          15th     Dorothy Thomson   19th Revd Fiona Bennet Moderator of 

         22nd     Revd Marcus Hargis               General Assembly of U.R.C. 

          29th     Mrs. Mary Tribe   26th     Pauline James 
              

 

  

       Date  Elders     Door Duty 
 

    MAY 2022         1st      Mrs. D. Jackson          Miss B. Tinsley 

         Mrs. V. Hodgson 
 

          8th      Mr.  R. Todd          Mrs. H. Cockburn  

                 Mrs. K. Clasper 
 

         15th     Mrs. J. Thornborrow          Mrs. K. Clasper 

          Mrs. H. Cockburn 
 

         22nd     Mrs. J. Sarsfield           Mr. & Mrs. R. Todd 

           Mr.  D. Shirer 
 

         29th      Mr.  R. Phua            Mrs. K. Ogilvie 

           Mr.  S. Ogilvie 
 

   JUNE 2022         5th       Mrs. Y. Melville.                                 Mrs. V. Hodgson 

                Mrs. K. Ogilvie 
 

              12th       Mrs. V. Hodgson            Mr.   M. Reay  

           Mrs. D. Jackson 
 

        19th       Mrs. K. Clasper             Mrs. D. Jackson   

           Mr.  R. Todd 
 

        26th       Mrs. H. Cockburn            Mrs. W. Surtees 

           Mrs. J. Thornborrow 
 

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

FLOWER ROTA – MAY and JUNE 2022 

     MAY 1st    Mr. Ian Graham    JUNE 5th   VACANCY 

                8th   VACANCY               12th   VACANCY 

              15th    Mrs. Ruth Cranfield              19th    Mrs. Jean Graham 

             22nd    VACANCY               26th    VACANCY 

              29th    VACANCY 

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date. 
 

 

   
   COFFEE ROTA  2022   MAY     JUNE 

      1st      Sylvia and Ian Warburton       5th   Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson 

      8th      Janet and David Thornborrow                    12th   Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley  

     15th     Heather Todd, Val Hodgson                       19th   Malcolm Reay, Anne Cramb 

     22nd    Win Surtees, Kath Ogilvie                          26th   Ki and Ray Anglesea 

     29th     Yvonne Melville, Doris Jackson 
 

      Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date. 



 

 

 
[An Easter Garden in Church showing the tomb with the stone rolled away from the entrance.] 

[The Easter Garden was the work of Reverend Ray Anglesea and was much admired by members.] 

[The Easter Garden was later placed outside under the notice board for people to see and enjoy.) 

The ascension of Jesus is told in both Luke and Acts: 

Luke 24:50:    Jesus leads the eleven remaining disciples to Bethany, a village on the Mount of 

Olives, and instructs them to remain in Jerusalem until the coming of the Holy Spirit:  

"And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven. 

And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." 

Acts 1:   Jesus tells the disciples to remain in Jerusalem and await the coming of the Holy Spirit;   he 

is then taken up from the disciples in their sight, a cloud hides him from view, and two men in white 

appear to tell them that he will return "in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luke%E2%80%93Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luke_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_in_the_New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethany_(Biblical_village)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_of_Olives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_of_Olives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud

