THE REVIEW
EASTER APRIL 202

WADDINGTON STREET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH,
DURHAM CITY DH1 4BG

Church Website: www.durhamurc.org.uk



http://www.durhamurc.org.uk/

Dear Friends,

~ Many people have asked me oO6what clan
- Indeed, folk at each of my congregations have asked the same thing. The
. answer istwatch this spad® conversations are being had, meetings are being
‘ arranged, and | hope that a@alinated manageabl@ppropriateand effective
" response will result.In the meantime, we look with increasing concern at the
i desperate situation in Ukraine and can but pray with lament at the destructign,
suffering, and | oss w®wawesed fluel & e ddedpoticddsdesdor Ir J 3 te
domination.

As we come fac#o-face with refugeeffom this crisis we would do well to remember that exile is in
our faith DNA. We are descended framation in exileand much that is written in thedTestament

concerns the uprooting of the people of God, the trudge through wilderness, the ramifications of fojced
relocation, followed by the eventual rebuilding of a nation humbled by trial and defeat. The examgles
we follow and seek to learn fromareh o s e wher e Go d @mpoweedtp bde besta vie
they can bé devoted to God and loving each other.

Likewise, we look to Jesus and the examples of Christian faith to be inspired by love that endures pven
in the face of persecutionThe power ofGod that worked through the Holy Spirit in Jesus is very
different from earthly powerThe clash of the two led to the Créswith the graceful, loving power
of God ultimately vindicated with the hope of resurrectidrhis message lives on and the ligahtinot

be extinguished, such is the victory of God.

The world looks to exploit, control, and punishn contrast, he nature of God is to encourage all to
thrive, to liberate to create, and to forgive to move forviagegther The power of God is enabfjo

gifts are discovered and releasetihe energy of God is spread wide for the benefit of @lo d 6 s
dynamism flows freely through those who humble themselves and empty themselves of all but Igve.
Empires, tyrants, dictators, powarad rulers come andog But love remains. That is the endless
victory that we sing out loudly, with the way of death conquered by the enduring power of love.

Thi s, however, is cold comfort t o. Tthétenpttiorciur § e
those circumstances may be to seek earthly triumph and vindicaBionif so, we will be sorely
disappointed.l t 6s only when webére truly powwhehithes h

bleakest darkness, the light of resati@en powershines more brightfy glimpsed in small mercies,
meaningful gestures of solidarity, in practical suppemt generosity when needed most.

As we approach Easter, preparing to dandwgwifierd]I
singthis with great gustd be absolutely confident that death has been conquered, for death dies eviery
time someone seeks to be the best example of humanity even in the midst of dehumanging
destructiod devoted to God and loving each other

— S

Yours faithfully,
Marcus
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS

Ministerial Servicesi Revd. Marcus Hargisis contactable in the following ways:

Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930 (messages can be left on either).

Email: marcushargis@outlook.com For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder.
Time of Sunday Service$ 10.45 a.m. To Zoom into the service remotely please use Meeting
ID: 766 703 2324. Password: DurhamURC.

COPY DATE FOR THE MAY REVIEW IS 7 SUNDAY 17th APRIL 2022.
Please be awarevhen submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is
available for anyone anywhere in the world to read.

Reverend Marcus Hargis will leadTanebrae service
i in Waddington Street Church at 7 p.m.
T3] on Maundy Thursdag4™ April 2022.
) p | Marcus will also be leading us in worshi
> )/z(%/w() ‘ gu ship
sErvcd atheEaster Sundagommunion Service.
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Apology for an omission in the March Review.

The following paragraph should have ended the excellent joint profile from Charles and Alison Jolly:

¢The pandemic not only slad us down but demonstrated how isolated we were with one family in
Cornwall and another in DubaiClearly it was time to downsizeNic and Emma very kindly invited
us to move closer to them (and our grandson Joe) in Durhliwas a huge wrench to leave so
many good friends and we felt a little like Abram and Sarai going they knew not where in their old
age (although we alreadyvethree children and far fewer sheep), so here we are in a Swedish Ecqa
house in Bowburn and our welcoming new spiritual home in Waddington Street. Hopefully our bog
have a little metaphorical mileage in them getCharles and Alison Jolly.
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A CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH -
Will be held in our Church Hall
after morning service on
SUNDAY 8th MAY.

All are welcome to share

in this simple fundraising lunch.

Advance notice of visits to Waddington Stré#RC by Revd. Fiona Bennett.

OnSATURDAY 18TH JUNE the Moderator of the General Assembly of the URC will attend a
Meet and Greet session in the Church Hall at Waddington Street, including Afternoots pea.3
OnSUNDAY 19TH JUNE the Moderator will lead the service and preach at 185

Please put #se datesin your Diary!

Songs for Ukraine- A recital to raise money for The Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal Disasters
Emergency Committee SATURDAY 14TH MAY AT 7.00 P.M., AT ELVET METHODIST
CHURCH, OLD ELVET, DURHAM Tickets £15 at door, CASH ONLY, or emalil
kim@kimportermusic.com by Thursday 12th May. [Part of the group The Sixteen.]

Artistes Kim Porter- Mezzo Soprano, Alex Chisholrhoxley i Piang and Helen Roche Violin.
Beautiful songs by Purcell, Handel, Fauré, Sibelius and Strgissified by Anne Crami
[Group have sung in the Cathedral, in The Sage, Gateshead and on Classic FM.]
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STUDENTEVENI NGS ¢é

Our student evenings continue to evolve but we keep some of our successful seasonal activities dlive;

recounting occasions such as Bonfire Night, All Hallows Eve, Christmas, the Chinese New Year
and Burn®Night - interspersed with tasty bites and an inquisitive, sometimes quirky, look at some
our collective cultural heritageBridging the inter generational spectrum of our student and church
community involves a shared understanding of our life egpees and the values which hold us
together.

The main theme for the February event was |
homage to pancakes and forthcoming Shrove Tuesday festiviestion was made of the romantic
date setasidei@hi na (4th August) in the form of the

On the 15th March the students were treated to a prospective view of Easter, the surge of Spring
the spirit of ingenuity or inspiration.

David Thornborrow

The Sacrificing of Thomas Cranmer. Author: C.A. Hope

Friday 20" March 1556: Thomas Cranmer is alone in his cell in
the Bocardo Prison, Oxford.

The first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury.
The firstArchbishop of Canterbury to have a wife.

The first Archbishop of Canterbury to have legitimate
children.

Tomorrow, on the 21+ of March 1556, he will pay the ultimate
sacrifice. He will be the first Archbishop of Canterbury to be
burned at the stake.

acr i‘t,i Cing of
; R 2 (' o) {QgranWLer

#| (On cover: Thomas looked upon her forlornly. Love meant
. nothing in the world of politics.)

ISBN number. 978-803780153. Price is £10.99,
Kindle edition £2.99. Published by Cranthorpe Milner.
This book is historical fiction but is wekksearched and has had good reviews by professional
reviewers. Available from bookshops and Amazon.

The author is a Church Warden at a local Washington church.
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Somequaat i ons from Bet hel URC Magazine é&

fiWe proclaim the resurrection of Christ when his light illuminates the dark moments of our
e X i s tde RopesFraacis

AThe very firstthastéerfeaongher usirkdibMc&ahan | ov
iBy grace, we ar eiKevnbDeYoung hr ough faith.o
Al am the resurdoendi:2Z5on and the | ife.o

[With thanks to Judith Ashby at Bethel URC, Chester le Street for this item.]
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EDI TOR6S LETTER
DEAR READERS,

After the prolonged and fierce stormvhich hit thecountryearlier this year, this cartoon amused me:

I can er\ {lf Waqu\ V“
the qun. L hear \uals?v\ .
| Natuse awakens | It
L Line b sprout!

Onamoreserioushotd wi sh t o say
Alex Dobie (via Judh Ashby) for this wonderful, powerful,
piece which appeed in the Bethel UR magazine in April
2021. It took my breath away!

Hello Dad!

The following is a 50-word mini-saga, broadcast many
years ago as the winner of a competion on BBC radio:

"Hello Son! Welcome home!”

"Hello Dad! It’s good to be back home again”

"It’s good to have you back, Son.”

T hope I didn’t let you down, Dad.”

”No, Son, you didn’t let me down.”

Puns from Americ "You know, Dad, it wasn’t the nails which hurt so much,
- it was the kiss.”

Sleeping comes so naturally to me,
could do it with my eyes closed.

What did the grape say when it got
stepped on?Nothing- but it let out
a little whine.

What do you call a super articulate
dinosaur? A Thesaurus.

| have been fortunate to receive many items from members for the April Review andrsmnis/to
anyone who has cont r i bhndtpleateeepyourtaticlesconimgintheyhades

very much appreciated.
Lucille Thomson

The next issue of The Review will be publishedSamday 1st MAY 2022.
Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POSTlebr01913861052
or e-mail lesthomson@talktalk.neti no later than NOON on Sundayl7th APRIL 2022.
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Notes from EIl der s 6 2xceMatch 2022, atcChurciivend angosmd. a y

1. Kathleen Clasper (Chair) opened with a reading from Isaiah chapter 43 beginning at verse [L
and prayerfor Hope.

2. The meeting received apologies from Ruth Cranfi€lee minutes of the last meeting éh
February 2022vere agreed and signed.

3. Jane Rowll- Vision and purpose at Waddington Stre&efpologies were given that Jane was
unable to address this meeting as she was stibimbnating the material from the meeting
KStR 2y on al NOK® {KS gAff | RRNBaa (GKS 9

4. Matters Arisingrom the minutes of 2 February 20221) There were no takers for attending
GKAA @SINDa DSYSNIf | aa ScAfer disdussion inwas abreed to 5
resume the normal length of service with masks and sanitiser. We will still wear foasks
singing. 3) 150/50 years celebratianklelen advised the meeting that Ray was willing to
lead a working party. He has some good ideas and it was decided to form a group, set a
budget and pick 4 or 5 events to hold. It was agreed to ask foregatjonal support at the
AGM on 20 March, date events and possibly use these to raise money for good causes to lpe
decided by the church meeting. Helen agreed to talk to Ray. 4) On 18 th June we have
been asked to timetable a visit to Durham by Fi@sanett, URC General Assembly
Moderator. Details were discussed and will be put to her p/a for approval. 5) Remembrange
Service The service for those in our church family who have passed away during-COVID
Marcus will try and cerdinate a date and makenquiries who want to be involved.

6) Synod church building report from Graham Heattir False roof and wiring are ok.

Erosion was found in the towestonemasons need to assess. There is some damp around
the place. It was agreed to call in Graham Hatt to survey these aspects. \\imdd

agreed to assist. We need to spend some money to assess and get advice. The church cgn
spend up to £1,000 without church meeting authority. It was agreed to progress this
immediately.

5. District Reports were received and prayers offered.

6. Correspmdencec The church had received a card and plant as a thank you for letting the
LINSYA&ASEa F2NJ I FdzySNIf 4GSl o ¢tKS az2iKSNRa

7. Website 150/50 anniversary agendas to go on the website when known.

8. Safeguarding more training had been undertaken by Elders. We need to be aware of
what we say in our Zoom activities and family news and be mindful in our recruitment of
volunteers. Our Accident Book and First Aid kit need to be displayed and booking
procedures needipdating to show this.

9. Joint Group service to be held on 6 March, 3 p.m. at Bethel, Chiesi8treet.

1052y FGA2ya FNRY wdziK / NRPFli2yQa Fdzy SNI £ G2
URC churches. Her books are also selling well.

11. NextMeeting-Wednesday 6 April at@m. Richard toChair and Helen takiniylinutes. The
meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.

Yvonne Melville
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(Above-Chri s Eddowes ( St,Revds Pave Hembdits(Syhbd Mddéraop),0 o | )
Maranny Jones and Andrew Watson (Northgate, Darlington), Fliss Barker and Revd. Ray Anglese.

"Church Related Community Worker (CRCW) studger
a celebratory lunch at Wiei Church, Durham.The occasion was to congratulate Fliss on her CRCW
appointment to Wooler URC, Northumberland. which was ratified at the recent March Synod
meeting.

Church members and friends might remember Fliss. During her course of studydfiginsg at
the Waddington Street Day Centre where she enjoyed a successful placement. Fliss completes her
4-year course of study at Northern College, Manchester in the next few months and will be appoinged
to the Wooler church in the summer.

Members dthe group were delighted that the Northern Synod Moderator,. Rewid Herbert was
able to join us for the celebratory lunch.

Well done, Fliss. Our warmest congratulations!

Revd Ray Anglesea , Support Group Convenor.

Punsfrom Americaé

Need an ark? | Noah guy

| used to be indecisivenow I'm not so sure.

My ex-wife still misses me.But her aim is starting to improve.
Theguy who invented the door knocker, got alyedl prize.

|l saw an ad for burial plots, and | thought f




8.

|l n Support of Ukraine

Revd. Ray Anglesea sent us this message on 27th February:

0 Thi s nmattached tathe church railings the URC
Northern Synod Moderatords Ukr a
€ together with ribbonsimilarto the colours of the Ukraine flag

and lit a candle.

All good wishes

All are welcome

Sunday Worship
10.45am
2
Minister: Rev’d Marcus P Hargis

tel: 07769 492629
www.durham urc.org.uk

Prayer for Peace from URC Northeé8gnod Moderator, Revd Dave Herbert
A prayer as war breaks out in Ukraine:

Eternal God,

As we are overshadowed once again by war,

We lift up before you

The innocent and vulnerable,

The victims of violence and cruelty,

Along with all whocontinue to sow the seeds of hate.
In the fog of war

Where truth is the first victim,

May your light, which cannot be overwhelmed,
expose the truth.

Grant to world leaders and all in positions of power toda
Not only the wisdom

But also the courage

To dowhat is right in your sight.

Grant all who turn to you

your strength and fortitude,

Your inner peace,

Along with a continuing faith in your sovereign power,
In the face of military might.

All this we pray in the name of the Prince of Peace,
Jesus ChrisQur living Lord and Saviour.

Amen.
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CONCERT I N Al D OF UKRAI NE e

A fA Scr at avhich@eéetsinow Church put on a Concert there on Saturday 12th March.
There was a good attendance, with the audience using the Sanctuary\destithde. Afterwards
refreshments and fellowship were shared in the Hall. All monies raisddr nearly £140Qyill go

to the Red Cross appeal for Ukrain&Vell done to all who took part in or supported this event.
Thanks to Peter Galloway, Ka@gilvie and Helen Cooper for photographs and details of the event.

Hel en said: Al thought I 'd send you a photo
Scratch Choir, led by Andy Jackson. You'll see that the event was well attendedlyahfem spare
seats. There followed a delicious tea provided by the Choir. A few Waddington Street URC memf
were in attendance, helping to provide an extra welcoanel look after the rapidly filling donations
bucket! [Audience not shown for privgaeasons. Editor]
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