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Dear Friends,
Anniversaries are a time for looking forward as well as back. We can
look at the contributions of the many who have founded, shaped and
continued Waddington Street over 150 years, and we can ask ourselves
how we can write the next chapters in the story.
As people of the Book, the Bible, it is tempting for us to look back to
how things were and try to make the present fit the past. This is an approach that leads
people to prefer ancient stone tablets over medicinal blood transfusions, for instance. On the
other hand, I find it fruitful to read the Bible as a grand story, a narrative, of God’s interaction
with the world he created.
Calling the Bible a story doesn’t make it any less true. The truth is in the wisdom that informs
the narrative; the story is God revealed to generations past. This same truth interacts with
us now in the present, revealed in our ongoing stories. God is personally, actively, interested
in nudging, moving and opening his story forward through prompting, mobilizing and
liberating us in our stories.
The future, therefore, is ours to write in partnership with God who is waiting to see how we
respond to life as it is—and God is ready with pen poised (metaphorically) to write in new
characters or situations if we lose the plot and go off in our own direction.
This notion of partnership with God can cause some theological feathers to ruffle. The hint
that God needs us seems at odds with the doctrine of omnipotence (that God is all-powerful).
It may be helpful, therefore, to say that God’s story will always be God’s story. We can’t
change the ending, but our co-operation means that our chapters need not be a tragedy.
How we live makes a difference to us, as well as to how God’s narrative unfolds through us.
In the Bible, sometimes we learn what to do and how to behave; and sometimes we learn
what definitely not to do or be. Either way, we have a choice in the present moment which
affects our future—and that of others also.
If we live lives of peace then others will come to know what a life lived in peace can look like.
Such is the legacy of those, like Ruth Crofton, who were and are at peace with themselves,
their surroundings, and with God. Conversely, all it takes is a brush with an agitated soul to
put our own on edge—drivers who encounter road rage often find themselves responding in
the same manner. However, consistently living according to the gracious, loving way of God
can indeed rub off on others (even pets).
We can be grateful to God for lives of love that have touched ours, and those of our forebears,
to lead us to this point now. Beyond this moment is our chance to add to their story by
understanding God’s story in the Bible and our own lives, and by living in partnership with
God to write the next chapter.
Regards,

Marcus
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Ministerial Services – Revd. Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930 (messages can be left on either).
Email: marcushargis@outlook.com For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder.
Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m.
_________________________________________________________________________________
COPY DATE FOR THE MARCH REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2022.
Please be aware when submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is
available for anyone anywhere in the world to read.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Heinz Fuchs has this request …
“As my house at Brandon will be demolished next year I'm currently
looking for a room with bathroom and toilet for regular visits of several
weeks to Durham. The room can be unfurnished as I can bring my own
furniture from my flat. If you have a spare room to let please contact me at
heinz.fuchs@durham.ac.uk
Thanks in advance and all good wishes for 2022. Heinz”
_________________________________________________________________________________

AVAILABLE NOW: 240 PAGES – COST £9.
All profits to the Waddington Street Resource Centre
Reverend Ruth Crofton’s beautiful book titled GETTING THROUGH is
still available at Waddington Street and is thoroughly recommended. It
is illustrated and contains weekly thoughts and prayers issued during the
pandemic which many said helped get them through lockdowns and all
the rest. Ruth hoped many would enjoy the book, and perhaps find that
it helped them get through the ups and downs of everyday life and have
a bit of a laugh on the way.
There is a stock of the books at Waddington Street URC, so they’re there
to buy Sunday by Sunday.
_________________________________________________________________________________
REVEREND RUTH CROFTON …
It is with great sadness that the death is reported of our
friend and former Minister, Reverend Ruth Crofton,
peacefully in hospital, on Saturday 22nd January 2022.
Ruth continued to be a good friend to this Church after
her retirement, often preaching here. She had many
varied interests, from bee keeping to the life and works
of Charles Dickens, and will be a great loss to her family
and friends and to the other churches and organisations
she gave her time and effort to.
Ruth contributed so much to the life and religious work
of this area that our world was the better for her having
been in it.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________

A little reminder of just some of the variety of jigsaws available to complete and pass on. The price
is a voluntary donation to our chosen charities. If interested contact Janet Thornborrow by email at
jthornborrow@outlook.com or by telephone on 3843702 or speak to Janet at Church.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is a very big THANK YOU from me for all the support I’ve had from you for the Christmas
Stamps appeal. They will eventually go to the R.N.I B. with those from all the other kind people
who helped save Stamps for me. Sandy and Kath brought the Stamps to me the other day.
I hope that you all have a very HAPPY, PEACEFUL AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR in 2022.
LOVE BLESSINGS AND THANKS TO YOU ALL.
EVELYN (OGILVIE).
(Evelyn would appreciate your continued support in saving stamps for her to send to the RNIB.)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

A REMINDER …
Durham Musical Theatre Company will perform the musical CHESS in
the GALA THEATRE from 29th MARCH to 2nd APRIL 2022.
Please support DMTC by attending this show which should be really
enjoyable if past performances are anything to go by.
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EDITOR’S LETTER
DEAR READERS,
Our good friend Reverend Ruth Crofton finally lost her brave fight against illness and we shall miss
her worshipping with us and preaching here. As well as being an excellent, down to earth, preacher,
Ruth excelled in writing poetry and prayers and provided material to go in the outside Church Notice
Board which could be read by anyone passing by the Church. Our thoughts and sympathy are with all
who loved her.
Revd. Marcus Hargis writes: We can now give further details following the death of Revd. Ruth
Crofton, whose life and ministry touched many people far and wide. She had lived with cancer for
decades but didn't want to make a fuss, or for people to feel sorry for her, which is why her death may
have come as a shock to many. Though we are saddened at our loss, we can be grateful to God for
giving Ruth to be among us, with her wisdom, peace, and love for all.
Ruth's funeral service will take place at Jesmond United Reformed Church, NE2 3AE on Wednesday
16th February at 11a.m. The service will be livestreamed through Zoom, with details below.
Honouring Ruth's wishes and reflecting her latter church connections, the service will be led jointly
by Reverends Marcus Hargis (Durham and Gateshead Group) and Ryan Sirmons (Jesmond and
NW&C Newcastle), with a private interment thereafter.
Donations will go jointly to the churches at Waddington Street and Jesmond.
The livestream can be accessed as follows:- Online:- Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84887323194?pwd=ZnJQT203Zk05aXcweHBreS9icHhiUT09
Meeting ID: 848 8732 3194 Passcode: 559211
Telephone, dialling any one of the numbers below:One tap mobile +442080806592,,84887323194#,,,,*559211# United Kingdom
+443300885830,,84887323194#,,,,*559211# United Kingdom
Dial by your location +44 208 080 6592 United Kingdom +44 330 088 5830 United Kingdom
+44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom +44 208 080 6591
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/koQkE7rmd
Meeting ID: 848 8732 3194 Passcode: 559211
Revd. Ray Anglesea sent this note along with the article referred to which is on pages 12 and 13.
“I thought this reflection by retired minister David Peel might provide some food for thought for church
members and friends as we go into our 150th year and 50th anniversary year of the formation of the
URC. As you may know David was formerly minister of St. Andrew's, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay
(2009-2014), former moderator of the URC General Assembly and Principal of the URC Northern
Training College, Manchester. He along with his wife use to live in the Waddington Street Manse
when he was Vice Principal of the then North East Ordination Course. His paper is entitled 'Following
the Theology.'
My thanks also to anyone who has contributed to this month’s Review and, please, keep on sending
your articles in to me - it is very much appreciated by me and by Church members past and present.
Lucille Thomson
The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 6th March 2022.
Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052
or e-mail lesthomson@talktalk.net – no later than NOON on Sunday 20th February 2022.
6.

Notes from Elders’ Meeting on Wednesday 5th January 2022
1. Helen Cockburn (Chair) opened the meeting with a reading from Philippians and with prayer.
2. Apologies were received from Ruth Cranfield. The minutes of the meeting on 6 December 2021
were agreed and signed.
3. Emergency helpline numbers – to be posted in the hall and on the church notice board.
4. Memorial services – the possibility of a service to remember Waddington Street members who
passed away between March 2020 and December 2021 will be looked into when the Covid
situation eases.
5. District Reports – Reports were given with those mentioned remembered in prayer.
6. Correspondence – Churches Together: Waddington Street will remain involved in joint
Easter/Christmas services. Marcus will discuss matters of communication with them at the next
meeting on 25 January.
7. Vision and Purpose Meeting with Jane Rowell – to be held after worship on Sunday 30 January,
with a “Bring Your Own” picnic lunch. Marcus will email invitations to members, with hard
copies available in church.
8. Patterns of Ministry – Concerns were expressed about ministers being spread too thinly when
they lead a number of churches. Sandy will submit a letter in support of the scheme as it is
working well here.
9. Half yearly return to Synod relating to bookings and hire of church premises – Janet Sarsfield was
thanked for her work in this regard, which adds to church funds. Details of those hiring the hall
will be shown to Jane Rowell, as there are knock-on effects from these contacts.
10. 150th Anniversary of Waddington Street – A date for celebrations will be set at the next meeting
so that past ministers and members can be invited, and the possibility of the new Artist in
Residence producing a banner will be explored. The centenary Waddington Street history booklet
will be updated to include recent events.
11. Safeguarding issues – several elders will be attending training sessions in January and February.
12. Church website – Durham Churches Together has been asked to fix its link to our website. All
updates to our website will go to John Durell through the Elders. A 150th Anniversary page will be
requested.
13. Group matters – The next group meeting will be held on 1 March. A joint group service is taking
place at 15h00 on 6 March at Bethel. Possible changes to The Review will be discussed with Lucille
Thomson.
14. Any other business – (i) Artist in Residence at Josephine Butler College - Marcus thanked Janet
Sarsfield and Barbara Tinsley for their involvement in short-listing candidates. Lizzie Lovejoy, an
illustrator from the northeast, has accepted the post and will start work next month. (ii) The
defibrillator on Waddington Street premises has now saved three lives. Training is being offered
at the Waddington Street Centre, and we will be informed if there are places available on this
course. (iii) Peter will again choose Introits for future services as he did pre-Covid.
15. Next meeting: 2 February 2022 at 7 p.m. Yvonne Melville to Chair; Janet Thornborrow to take
minutes. Meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sometimes God’s greatest gift is unanswered prayer.
When a burden is too great for me to carry, Lord,
I know I can lay it at Your feet and You will carry it and me.
It is so difficult for us to comprehend, Lord,
a love as deep and eternal as that which You give to us.
7.

A Good Book (or Books?) for 2022
Last year I wrote a commentary on a book that I recommended
for your reading and approval during 2021. It had the intriguing
title of “Why did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha and Mohammed
Cross the Road?” (by Brian D. McLaren, Hodder and
Stoughton). This year I seek to recommend as a good “read” a
book with a rather unpromising title. It is “Making Sense of the
Bible” by Adam Hamilton from Harper Collins (ISBN 978-006-223496-4). I say “unpromising” because the title implies (to
me at least) that the Bible is nonsense unless you read the book.
And I know that many of us have perfectly good Bible
Commentaries or Bible Notes to aid us in our perusal of the
Scriptures on our individual reading plans. So why read this
book?
Because it is the most interesting and simply written book that I
have yet come across for lay people on the Bible as a whole. On
the cover it lists a series of divisive issues for Christians that it
addresses…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Were Adam and Eve real people?
Why is God so violent in the Old Testament?
Why would Paul command women to “keep silent in the church?”
Is Jesus the only way to salvation?
How does God view homosexual people?
Is the Book of Revelation a guide to the End Times?

Its author, Adam Hamilton is described as “the founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in Kansas City. Started in 1990 with four people, the church has grown to become the
largest United Methodist Church in the United States…In 2012, it was recognised as the most
influential mainline church in America.” (N.B. I myself was once a Methodist, but I hope this will not
count against me…or him!).
Turning to the Bible itself, for most of my adult life my preferred text has been the New International
Version. I was “brought up” on the King James Version, graduated in my student days to the James
Moffatt translation, and then to the New International Version, with the Revised Standard and a goodly
number of other varieties also added to my bookshelves. When my friend Arthur Banister was still
alive, he recommended strongly to me the New Living Translation of the Bible, first published in 1996.
Last year when I was on holiday, I came across a copy in a Christian Bookshop at Bude in Cornwall,
and bought it.
I must say that I think I stumbled across a very wise investment. In the same way that all my other
bibles from Moffatt onwards represent a step-change in quality by converting the stilted language of
the King James Version into modern English, so the New Living Translation represents a step-change
in presentation by replacing the hyper-division of the text in their traditional chapters and verses with
combinations of verses into blocks of continuous text that make the narrative flow more freely. “Seeing
is believing” it is said, so I am going to bring my copy of the N.L.T. “Daily Bible” with me to church
over the next few weeks for you to inspect for yourself.
Put me to the test!
Ron Todd
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A Local Walk After Church.
It was bitterly cold as we left church, so we put on hats and gloves and warmed up by having a brief
wander around Wharton Park. Any views across Durham were spoiled by looking straight into the
weak winter sun, so we decided to walk to Houghall and back along riverside paths. Coming out of
the multi-storey car park, we saw the Prince Bishop boat, tied up where it had been for over two
years. A welcome splash of colour on a dull day.
From high up in the car park it had looked as
though the riverside path was packed with people,
but as we walked on, we realised that the
foreshortened view gave a false impression. The
path was busy, but there were moments of peace
and quiet in between groups of people.
A clearing in the riverbank bushes gave a distant
view of the cathedral.

A small group of teenage boys sprawled across
the steps to a boathouse, with their bicycles
lying at their feet. They seemed to be having a
picnic break in their bike ride.
There was very little wildlife, just a few Terns
and a couple of Mallard ducks on the river.
Despite the dull, bitterly cold weather, there were
many walkers out, some solo, others in groups.
There were quite a few small dogs, most of them on
leads, but there were very few larger dogs. Some
dogs passed each other with barely a glance, others
tried to look and sound ferocious, snapping and
growling, but safe in the knowledge that they were
nearly all safely restrained by leads. There were
cyclists too. Some gave a polite “ding ding” on their bells as they approached from behind and
thanked us for giving them room to pass. We, in turn thanked them for warning us of their presence.
There were also cyclists who sped along and barged their way through, the first we knew of them was
as they suddenly appeared alongside us, and we felt the draught as they passed by. We crossed the
wooden bridge at Houghall and turned back towards Durham, skirting the foot of Maiden Castle.
Nearby, was a stack of sawn tree trunks and branches, probably having been blown over in storm
Arwen. Strange as it may seem, it was one of the most colourful sights of the day, with the sawn
timber turning many shades of browns and oranges with the barks still grey and green.
There must have
been terrific
forces in the
storm to snap off
fully grown
trees, although
many pieces
showed signs of
internal decay.
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We passed a woman who had a small black Spaniel type dog, and it was tearing around, uphill
through the trees and back down, with soil and leaves flying in all directions. Oh, to have that much
energy again.
Near the rugby fields, Jan spotted a pair of Cormorants perched on a
fallen tree branch overhanging the river. I took a photograph and
turned to look elsewhere, as it was just a boring, dull, Cormorant.
Jan called to me to take another look. One bird had spread its
wings to dry off and I photographed it again. When I downloaded
the photo onto my computer, I saw that the Cormorant has the most
amazing patterns of feathers. It looks almost like illustrations of
some of the first feathered birds after the age of the dinosaurs.
We shouldn’t base our
opinion of something
on how it might appear
from a distance. We
may be missing things
that can only be seen
by closer observation.
Angus and Jan
Robson.

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE – LIZZIE LOVEJOY
Janet Sarsfield who helped interview Lizzie writes:
‘The part time Artist in Residence post is for
Josephine Butler College, and as a Church, we were
delighted to be involved in the appointment process as
we expressed an interest in commissioning the Artist
to work with our congregation on a few projects.
These projects will hopefully be linked to our present
Intergenerational project with Josephine Butler
College Students and in the celebration of the 150th
Anniversary of Waddington Street.
We are delighted with Lizzie Lovejoy’s appointment as
she brings with her knowledge of the local area, a
great deal of knowledge and experience of being an Artist in Residence and experience of working on
community based projects.
Lizzie, who lives in the North East, describes herself as a mixed media creative practitioner who
creates illustrations, animations, poetry and song, who is interested in telling people’s stories and the
stories of the local community. More information can be obtained from her website.’

10.

Profile: Ian & Sylvia Warburton

Ian was born and brought up in and around Salford (now part of Greater Manchester). He attended
Manchester Grammar School prior to studying Mathematics at St. John’s College, Cambridge. After a
year gaining a teaching qualification he obtained a post at Reading School to teach Maths. This proved
to be a significant step as the school became a pilot school for the introduction and development of a
new Mathematics syllabus known as the School Mathematics Project. He became closely associated
with this for a number of years, contributing material for new text books, helping run teaching courses
and subsequently becoming chief examiner for a GCSE exam paper.
Sylvia was brought up in Chesterfield, at least the third generation of the family to attend the Sunday
School of Brampton Congregational Church, where she had many good times. After the Girls High
School it was off to Bedford College in the University of London to read Botany and Zoology, her love
and respect for the natural world continuing to grow. Term times living in college halls in Regents
Park, going to shows and concerts were great; vacations were spent on field courses all over the
country, holidaying with Cong Soc or working on the staff of the C E Holiday Home at Penmaenmawr.
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We were introduced by mutual friends who had organised a day punting on the river Cam and an
evening Colin Davis concert, with a view to joining a camping holiday in Scotland – it was a success!
After finishing her degree in London, Sylvia did a teaching diploma at Reading University and then
spent two years teaching in Dunstable before finding a post in Reading. We were married at Rose Hill,
the newly combined Congregational Church in Chesterfield. After two years living together in
Reading, we moved to Nottingham for Ian to take up a post at Nottingham High School (for boys).
Having bought our first house, we enjoyed five happy years with both our son and daughter being born
there. We also acquired our first (VW) campervan. Then, having moved to Macclesfield, where Ian
had been appointed Head of Mathematics at the King’s School, we soon found Macclesfield URC.
Here was a thriving Church with an associated Sea Scout Group, Guide Company, Badminton Club,
and Ballet School. We ended up being there for one or other activity nearly every day of the week!
Sylvia didn’t return to teaching (except crafts and cooking at the children’s school!) but gradually took
on Fund Raising for Scouts, Church, and others. She later became a Pastoral Group Leader.
After ten years we moved to another house to have room for a ‘Granny Flat’ for Ian’s parents. It also
had a large garden to keep us busy and it was there that we enjoyed Puppy Walking five puppies for
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
After Ian retired, gardening became our main activity, spending less time on previous interests. Ian
had been a member of his school scout troop in Manchester for seven years. He then became Scout
Leader and Venture Scout Leader in Reading and Nottingham as both schools had their own scout
group.
We enjoyed Orienteering for many years, starting as founder members of Reading O.C. when the sport
was being introduced to Britain. Later we were active in local clubs in Nottingham and South
Manchester, both organising and competing. There were events for all the family as the children grew
up and Ian was also involved in school orienteering. We were all members of the Church Badminton
Club and played for one or other of the teams in the Stockport league. Ian played with an over fifties
group until we moved to Durham.
So, back to the garden – In 2000 we were asked to open with other gardens in the village to celebrate
the Millennium. This led to us opening for the National Gardens Scheme and during the next ten years
we had many visitors (nearly 500 one afternoon!) and sold many plants. We were also able to host
Church Garden Parties/visits doing lunches and teas.
Over the years we have made good use of our five campervans for holidays, and covered the length and
breadth of Britain including many Scottish islands.
In retirement we discovered HF Walking Holidays and visited destinations worldwide getting more
adventurous each year. From Ecuador we flew into the Amazon rain forest in an eight-seater plane to
stay three nights in a cabin owned by the local tribe who were busy warding off the logging companies.
Then we went on to stay on the largest of the Galapagos Islands.
In 2018 we had decided to downsize – our daughter had long suggested that we should move nearer to
them in Chesterfield - but as we started to look, possible problems for their business regarding Brexit
persuaded them to emigrate to New Zealand. So we took up our daughter in law’s suggestion to move
to Durham. Having visited here for twenty years we were more than happy to do this. We have
settled in very well, even through Covid, being close to family, having good neighbours, and receiving
such a warm and friendly welcome at Waddington Street.

Ian and Sylvia Warburton
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Following the Theology . . . Revd Dr David Peel, January 2022
During the pandemic we have become used to hearing politicians of every stripe declaring that their policy
proposals to tackle our public health crisis “follow the science”. Before responding to a call to serve the church
as a minister of Word and Sacraments I was trained in the field of chemistry. Given the difficulties I had
understanding the basic biology underpinning an understanding of COVID-19, I hope I can be forgiven for
doubting the extent to which people whose intellectual backgrounds involve, say, classics, politics or economics,
can possibly come to a measured judgment about matters of evolutionary biology. All they possibly can be
expected to do is follow the conclusions of scientists. Scientists though do not always share a common mind
— contrary to public perceptions few of the conclusions of the sciences are written in stone. This means that, for
politicians (as well as most of the rest of us) the temptation will always be one of choosing the science which is
most helpful to their cause. The predicament many face when dealing with scientific issues is only that written
large for Christians when we talk about the nature and purpose of the Church: faith, tradition and opinion hold
sway, but remarkably an ecclesiological consensus provides a foundation upon which a rich diversity of churches
can flourish. My purpose in this article is to outline that consensus by way of making a heartfelt plea that as we
seek to address the challenges facing a numerically declining church in an increasingly secular world we begin
with theology. This is not to say that the church does not need the insights of, say, the social sciences or business.
Quite the reverse is actually the case — but only after we have taken to heart what being the church is all about.
What we desperately require, I believe, are policy makers in the church who “follow the theology.”
The first strand of the theological consensus concerns the origin and ownership of the church. The earliest
theologians were crystal clear about this: we are not simply dealing with a human creation to be governed by
men and women. Some early theological strands attribute the existence of the church to the action of Jesus
(Matt. 16– 18: John 20: 21). This gives rise to the idea of the church as a continuation of the Incarnation.
Another strand locates the creation of the church in the activity of the Holy Spirit following the Easter event
(Acts 1: 8; 2: 1–4). Later theology took the general point being made in these different strands to the unshakeable
conclusion that the church is the creation of the Triune God. Two important insights follow from this. First,
the Church ultimately is accountable to God, certainly not to the state or the ordained or its members. When it
meets it will obey its calling by seeking to discern God’s will for it: therein we locate the real meaning of “the
church meeting”. Then, secondly, once we really come to accept that the church is God-given, it follows that,
based on our understanding of God’s nature, we can confidently believe God will continue to look after the
church in God’s inscrutable way. This means that there are no ultimate grounds for the kind of gloom and
despondency abroad today concerning the church’s future. Thank God that some matters are beyond our control:
our task is simply to try to be faithful to God in whatever way we can.
We arrive then at a second part of the theological consensus: the church is called to be a sign, expression and
foretaste of God’s kingdom, where the word “kingdom” in its New Testament sense means “reign” or “rule”.
Another way of putting this is to say that the church is a witness to the missio Dei (God’s mission). As such it
is a counter-cultural community which within whatever context it finds itself is called to exhibit Jesus’ truths
and values. Whenever a church fails to fulfil this calling it is not just being irrelevant but plainly idolatrous. So
much of what churches are tempted to engage in though is unfortunately self-serving, but when true to our calling
the church exists for its members only to the extent it equips them spiritually, theologically and practically for
life in the world and engaging in God’s mission. In Christian theology, of course, the word “mission” covers a
wide spectrum of Christian activity, including on the right an emphasis upon evangelism and church planting,
on the left commitment to social and political reconstruction which puts an end to oppression, poverty and
injustice, with all sorts of noble activities in between. It is important that those of us who are committed to
activities at a certain point on the mission spectrum do not “unchurch” those who are engaged at other points on
the spectrum.
Thirdly, we need to be clear about who makes up the body called “church”. Theology offers two distinctions
that help us focus upon an adequate answer. The first concerns the “visible” and “invisible” church. It reminds
us that the church is made up of faithful Christians who have gone before us as well as its current members. We
are foolish if we do not learn from their experience. Among the “invisible” are also those outside the church,
who God recognizes as living according to kingdom values. The Second Vatican Council described them as
“people of goodwill”, with Karl Rahner, one of its formative theologians, perhaps somewhat patronisingly
calling them “anonymous Christians”. Today’s ecumenical challenge, therefore, is not just one of bringing
together different Christian churches in the mutuality of a common heritage but something much wider,
challenging and exciting which rests on the likelihood that some outside the church are closer to God’s kingdom
than those within it. This leads us to the second distinction, between the “true” church and the “false” church.
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It remains God’s prerogative to draw this distinction in any ultimate sense, but that does not exempt the church
from adopting standards to which its members are expected to adhere. The aim of the Christian pilgrimage
involves growing into the likeness of Christ, so the church ought never to be allowed to become a place where,
as we say, “anything goes”. The ancients were more comfortable speaking about church discipline than we are
today, but John Calvin’s views are still worthy of our attention. He provides us with three eminently sensible
reasons why church discipline is very important. First, it is needed to avoid the church being brought into
disrepute. The misbehaviour of its members or ministers can make the church toxic in the wider world. It is
arguable that the lurid news concerning various incidents of sexual abuse by church leaders recently has done
just that. Secondly, discipline is required in the church so that “the good be not corrupted by the constant
company of the wicked” (Calvin), i.e. the one bad apple turning the entire barrel rotten argument. Thirdly,
discipline properly exercised by the church makes it possible for wrong-doers to repent and in time return to full
participation in the church’s life. History suggests, however, that what has turned people off the church has not
been God’s gracious judgment, but instances of brutal judgmental attitudes and practices exercised by churches
in a variety of contexts.
The New Testament witness testifies to Christ’s promise to be with his followers (e.g. Matt. 18:20) and Reformed
theologians have argued that the true church is found where Christ promised to be, namely, where the Christian
gospel is preached, the sacraments of baptism and holy communion are properly administered and the least of
our brothers and sisters are cared for (Matt. 25: 31–46). Everything hinges upon the Christian community’s
worship of God and service of others in obedience to the twin commandment (Matt. 22: 37–38). The final
element of the theological consensus now comes into view: while the Christian community can never be
separate from the institutional framework it creates to serve its needs it always remains distinct from it. Christ’s
promise to be present “where two or three are gathered” in his name reminds us that essentially the church is an
assembly of people (ecclesia), a movement in society (people of the Way [Acts 9: 2]) or a body (understood
anatomically [I Cor. 12: 12–31(a)] but also as a society [Col. 1: 18]). All “gatherings”, “movements” and
“bodies” require institutional frameworks if they are to function effectively. The type of framework required
needs to be appropriate to the context in which a particular church is set. Church history shows quite clearly
that there have been times when particular frameworks have become unfit for purpose. What then was needed
was either a bit of tweaking to adjust to what contemporary requirements require or a revolutionary recasting of
the entire framework to liberate the church to serve a new era. The point to note is that as institutions churches
have come and gone as the times have dictated. Of all people, Christians should know that rebirth is only
possible if there has been death.
The hay-day of Nonconformity is said to have been the mid-1880’s when its influence on British public life was
extensive. Thereafter, save for short-term gains after the two World Wars, a reduction in influence has followed
numerical decline. The decline gathered pace in the 1960’s, with the URC after its inception in 1972 losing
members at the rate of 3 to 4% per annum. Given the age profile of our present churches and the inability of
them to replace members lost by death, the odds on many of them being around in their present form in ten years
time are very short. As we address this grave situation the above theological consensus is particularly useful.
It teaches us four things:
1. Our primary concerns do not relate to the church’s future: that is in God’s hands.
2. Our task is to be faithful to the mission God has for us: that requires a dedicated commitment to prayerful
discernment(s).
3. Our current ways need placing before God’s gracious judgment: that involves the pain of recognizing that
our priorities as churches have not always been in the correct place and asking forgiveness so that we can be
renewed for more relevant service.
4. Our institutional framework and mindset — largely unaltered since it was first developed in Victorian times
— clearly is far too static for our more fluid, changing world, not least because it takes up so much of our energy
and resources maintaining it that we cannot attend to what God is calling us to do: that necessitates us not only
now embarking upon a process of de-institutionalization and radical missionary reconfiguration but also facing
up to the question as to whether God may actually have run out of use for the institutional church with which we
in the West have become so familiar and many have loved so much.
David R. Peel January 2022
[David has a small number of copies of his recent book 'Pilgrim’s Process' available at the reduced rate of £14
including postage. First come, first served from 2A Western Avenue, Seaton Delaval, NE25 0EA
(Thanks to Revd. Ray Anglesea for forwarding this item from the Synod weekly e-news website.)
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PREACHERS FEBRUARY 2022
6th
Pauline James
13th
Mrs. Barbara Ledger
20th
Mrs. Maranny Jones
27th
Revd. Marcus Hargis

Date
February 2022

March 2022

MARCH 2022
6th Mrs. Jill Lee
13th Revd. David Herbert (Communion)
20th Deacon Jane Middleton
27th Revd. Chris Humble – Pulpit swap with Marcus

Elders
Mrs. V. Hodgson
Mrs. D. Jackson

Door Duty
Mr. M. Reay

13th

Mr. R. Todd
Mrs. K. Clasper

Mrs. D. Jackson

20th

Mrs J. Thornborrow.
Mrs. H. Cockburn

Mrs. W. Surtees

27th

Mrs. J. Sarsfield
Mr. D. Shirer

Miss B. Tinsley

6th

Mr. R. Phua
Mr. S. Ogilvie

Mrs. K. Clasper

13th

Mrs. Y. Melville
Mrs. K Ogilvie

Mrs. H. Cockburn

20th

Mrs. V. Hodgson
Mrs. D. Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. R. Todd

27th

Mrs. K. Clasper
Mr. R. Todd

Mrs. K. Ogilvie

6th

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.

COFFEE ROTA
FEBRUARY 2022
6th Alison and Charles Jolly
13th Sylvia and Ian Warburton,
20th David and Janet Thornborrow
27th Heather Todd, Val Hodgson

MARCH 2022
6th Win Surtees, Kath Ogilvie
13th Yvonne Melville, Doris Jackson
20th Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson
27th Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.

FLOWER ROTA – FEBRUARY and MARCH 2022
FEBRUARY
6th Mrs. K. Clasper
13th Mrs. Y. Melville
20th Mrs. D. Jackson
27th Mrs. H. Cockburn

MARCH
6th VACANCY
13th Mrs. L. Thomson
20th VACANCY
27th Mrs. Y. Melville

Please arrange your own replacement if unable to carry out your duty on the given date.
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My Job Search…
1. My first job was working in an Orange Juice factory, but I got canned, couldn't concentrate.
2. Then I worked in the woods as a Lumberjack, but just couldn't hack it, so they gave me the axe.
3. After that, I tried being a Tailor, but wasn't suited for it, mainly because it was a sew-sew job.
4. Next, I tried working in a Muffler Factory, but that was too exhausting.
5. Then, tried being a Chef - figured it would add a little spice to my life, but just didn't have the
thyme.
6. Next, I attempted being a Deli Worker, but any way I sliced it ... I couldn't cut the mustard.
7. My best job was as a Musician, but eventually found I wasn't noteworthy.
8. I studied a long time to become a Doctor, but didn't have any patience
9. Next, was a job in a Shoe Factory. Tried hard but just didn't fit in.
10. I became a Professional Fisherman, but discovered I couldn't live on my net income.
11. Managed to get a good job working for a Pool Maintenance Company,
but the work was just too draining.
12. So then I got a job in a Workout Centre, but they said I wasn't fit for the job.
13. After many years of trying to find steady work I finally got a job as a Historian –
until I realized there was no future in it.
14. My last job was working in Starbucks, but had to quit because it was always the same old grind.
15 . SOOOOO, I Tried RETIREMENT - AND I FOUND I'M PERFECT FOR THE JOB!
With thanks to Jill Lee from Bethel URC.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Puns from America …
I went to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday, but couldn't find any.
She had a photographic memory but never developed it.
I wasn’t originally going to get a brain transplant, but then I changed my mind.
Is it ignorance or apathy that's destroying the world today? I don't know and don't really care.

The Lord is here,
his Spirit is with us.
We need not fear
his Spirit is with us.
We are surrounded by love,
his Spirit is with us.
We are immersed in peace,
his Spirit is with us.
We rejoice in hope,
his Spirit is with us.
We travel in faith,
his Spirit is with us.
Justin Welby
The Archbishop of Canterbury

