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Perhaps inevitably, this week’s thoughts are influenced by the death of HRH Prince Philip, Duke 

of Edinburgh,  

 

Often referred to in the past couple of days is his strong sense of duty, his putting aside of his 

own career in total commitment to supporting and working with the Queen. It showed in great and 

small ways: I remember watching them descending from the carriage that took them to the 

opening of Parliament at a time when neither were well, and the way in which he was alert, 

watching the Queen, a hand ready to steady her if she stumbled. 

 

Duty. It’s a strange word that can have a negative connotation – ‘You’re only doing this because 

you think it’s your duty.’ And duty does have a tough side; there are tasks we’d rather not be 

doing but feel it’s our duty to do, and we go reluctantly: I suspect that all but the saints among us 

feel that way sometimes, and I’m sure the Royal Family does too. but we – and they - go. 

 

The positive aspect of duty refers to our duty to care for those about us, or at least to have a 

concern for them. Jesus called us along this pathway of caring for our neighbour, (Luke 10: 27) 

but there is a subtlety to it that we need to note. We are called to care for others, not dominate 

them with our ideas of what they need. I love the quote from C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters, 

“She’s the sort of woman who lives for others and you can tell the others by their hunted 

expression.” Prince Philip’s tremendous legacy of The Duke of Edinburgh Award is the antithesis 

of this, a scheme whereby young people can find their own strengths, learn to cope with difficulty 

and to get along with others, not through compulsion but because they want to. Then there is his 

work with the Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) a manifestation of care for the whole 

of creation and of the faith he and we bring to all our tasks. 

 

Commitment, that quality of seeing a task through, even when things go wrong and people niggle 

at you. Not easy. Even that person profoundly committed to the task, St Paul, got frustrated on 

occasion, as when he lost his cool with Corinthian criticism, “Do we not have the right to be 

accompanied by a believing wife, as do the other apostles? Is it only Barnabas and I who have no 

right to refrain from working for a living?” (1 Corinthians 9:3-11) He sounds tired and fed up. 

 

Maybe there’s something in knowing yourself and thinking through what really matters. Working 

and praying through what our faith may require us to commit to, and what our faith teaches us 

about being fully ourselves. I think in this regard, Prince Philip is a good model, because he 

seems to have found things that mattered to him, personally, and to work with and on them, 

alongside the duty tasks. Finding what gives us strength and doing it makes the duty side of life 

that bit easier to cope with. 

 

We give thanks for a life well lived, one that has affected very many lives and will, I suspect, 

continue to do so. May we be guided as we carry out the duties laid upon us to find the joy and 

release that God also wills for us.  
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I had the privilege of shaking hands with the Queen and Prince Philip in 2012, at an event in 

Buckingham Palace to mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Dickens, to which people 

with a connection through academia or the arts (I was there through the Dickens Fellowship) were 

invited. Rather more deservingly, I was presented to Princess Anne years ago at an AGM of the 

Save the Children Fund of which she is President, for my part in re-establishing a branch of SCF 

in Amble. I am no Royalist (a definite Cromwellian!) but on both these occasions I was impressed 

and touched by the presence and commitment of these very gracious people. 

 

 

Whether a life is lived well in the public eye, 

or quietly just you, where you are, that life is valuable. 

 
 “Dear God, be good to me.  

The sea is so wide and my boat is so small.” 
Breton Fisherman’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer 
 

Living God, who holds all within your eternal care,  

we rejoice in that same care which offers to each the strength to be the people you need us to be, 

the people we long to be. 

We rejoice too in knowing Jesus, who gave his life to the uttermost to bring healing and peace 

and ultimately, new, eternal life so that death, our final unknown, need no longer be feared. 

We praise and thank you for your love mediated through the lives of people great and small, 

those no longer present with us upon earth, and who we remember with joy . . .  

and those who, today, enrich the lives of others in ways great and small . . .  

Help us reflect upon all that can be achieved through an acceptance of the duties laid upon each 

of us in our several lives, duties that can sometimes feel very onerous, but which, with the help of 

your Holy Spirit, can become life-affirming for us and for others. 

 

At this time of national mourning, we pray for all who mourn loved ones who have died, 

and those who mourn loved ones who are missing or separated because of quarrels, 

misunderstandings, or for no apparent reason. We pray healing. We pray peace. 

 

As the national focus falls upon the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme,  

we pray for young people everywhere, and especially those who are facing obstacles to progress, 

whatever these may be; those who have little or no confidence in themselves or 

those who have potential to give much to the world, but lack the backing of influential adults. 

We pray your guiding, encouraging Spirit to bring both confidence and a sense of reality, 

that they may find their own true pathway, and in that pathway, a true joy. 

 

We pray for ourselves that, encouraged by the example of those who have gone before us  

and for the sake of those who follow on,  

we may accept gladly those tasks that you need us to fulfil  

for the growth of your Kingdom of justice and peace. 

We ask it in the name of Jesus who gave his life that all may have life in all its fullness.   

Amen            

Blessings,  Ruth 
 


