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Psalm 107:3738
37 They sowed fields and planted vineyards that yielded a fruitful harvest;
38 he blessed them, and their numbers greatly increased, and he did not let their herds diminish.
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Dear friends,

( so | am sure thathurches will be able to open for serviced/ith the precautions
» We are takingthe risk is considerably minimised when we méegether in our
places of worship. Wearing face coverings, use of sanitiser, and minimal time

for now.

However,it is contrary to the rules for me to visit-person any of our members in all but the most
appropriate of circumstancesThis is of great frustration to me, though in seeking to avoid being a
superspreader | have been exercising cautioany eveng 0

So, let's pray that all the people of this area see sense, comply with the spirit of the restmadtons
just the letter of the law and exercise proper caution so that we all play our part in minimising th
spread of the virus. o

D

That sid, | am aggrieved because puting has been identified as a source of the spike in infections
and yet people can still go to their boozer frorars. till 10 pm.é Meanwhi |l e chil d
activities, and playdates are cancellted v e n i fin the lsamg élas® at schooll can visit a

Firstly, let me share what | said to the elders following the latest pandemic
. announcementi Pubs can stay open and McDonal

together |nS|de makes worshipping a safer option than many things, like shopping, which also continues

r ¢

restaurant surrounded by strangers but, depending on local policies, cannot visit friends in hospital or

care homes.

The word that spr i ngTHistermn refeis todeality shat & Kharadkbaod theq u
oppressive qualities of Franz Kafka's fictional worldightmarishly complex, bizarre, or illogical.
Only, wedre not | iouaraad subjecttd thesetrastactiond ut f act :

117

| find myself getting worked up and blaming all sorts of peopRut as | reflect on my thoughts, |

realise that maybe my exasperation is due to displaceniemette | i ng frustrated pt

rush to selrighteous judgment which is something we think we can cont@thers may be finding

their proxies in refusing to mask or distance, in exploiting loopholes to do what they want, or in ventjng

their anger on social media.

Places of worship are exceptions to the general rules, so long as we remain Covid Sadyrest

because we can meet, it dodi®dhbdt t meagswar emuklaw

things are beneficalDon 6t be concerned for your own goaQg
(! Corinthians 10: 23,24)

That means not retreating to the false certai

do others any goodThe last thing anyone needs at the reatris more hate It also means balancing
various options for goodit is good for our social soul to meeit is good to control the virus by not
meetingi t 6s all very Kafkaesque.

What is certain, for now at least, is that our churches can respaim to worship God together in a

Covids ecur e way, see t he NBatdheuldave contibue to meetPhatesfor e ||s

us all to ponder.

Regards,
Marcus
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS

Ministerial Servicesi Revd Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:

Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 49@0essages can be left on either)

Email: marcushargis@outlook.com For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your.Elder
Time of Sunday Service$ 10.45 a.m.

COPY DATE FOR THE NOVEMBER REVIEW IST SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER 2020.
Please be aware when submitting articles that our ChurcMagazine goes on the website and is
available for anyone anywhere in the world to read.

& Very many thanksto all friends from Waddigton Street who, since last
M », December, have shown so much care and concern about my leg problem.
(JM " Your letters, cards and telephone conversations really did help me through many

@“’“ extremely painfldlm aarod ddadrvk idga wyikelt , a

stiffly, but | was so pleased to be discharged (by telephone) last week from
Sunderland Hospital.l look forward to us all getting back to some semblance of normality.
Thank you again, and take care.
Very best wishes, Jean Graham

s~

Sk Richard Phua and RebekZhoehave moved house.
ge of . X
ﬁ“—@ Their address is now:

ol 8 Park View, Langley Moor, Durham. DH7 8JU

Anﬂms Please change your Church Directory accordingly.

nd

The 2021 URC Prayer Handbook is now avtable. If you are interested, please get in touch. |
plan to put an order into the Church House book shop. This is usually-pradiiced publication
linked to the church calendar and lectionary readings and can be useful and supportive in weekly
prayer and devotionsKath Ogilvie

Covid19 They have supported around 100 households during lockdown financially and

@ TheWest End Refugee Servichas continued to operate but with many restrictions due to
with food parcels, family activity packs and befriending telephone calls.

Registered Charity
1077601

Their Clothes Store is closed at the moment so | am not collecting the usual keEwsver the
request now is for toiletries, hand sanitiser and cleaning produsiso food items such as tinned
food e.g. Soups, fish, bearispt baked beans) chickpeas.eiied dried goods e.g. Rice, pasta,
cereals Financial contributions would also be vergceptable as this allows WERS to secure and
enhance support for their clients through the hardship funidll put our WERS box in the vestibule
for those who are able to help out.

In November we could start to collect for Christmas iastude biscuits,
chocolate and warm hatgloves, socks and scarves. ‘
Thank you. Kath Ogilvie
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS

It is with regret that the death is reported of Mrs. Freda Waller on Saturday 12th Septembar 2020
hospital There are no further details at present.

DATES OF CHURCH SERVICES AT WADDINGTON STREET
4th October T PreacherJill Lee

11th October 1 Preacher:RevdChrisBeales

18th October 1 Preacher:DeaconJaneMiddleton

25th October 1 Preacher:RevdMarcusHargis

1st Novemberi Preacher:RevdAlan Middleton

29th Novemberi Preacher:RevdMarcusHargis

(OtherNovemberdatesyetto beconfirmed.) Pleaseretain this information for future use.

Dueto limited capacitythosehopingto attendshouldinform Val Hodgsorwho hasvery kindly
volunteeredo managed b o o kan lmelgatfod the elders for eachservice.

Her contactdetailsare: Email: valhodyson2159@gmail.com Tel: 07418027266
Pleasemakecontactwith Val by emailif possible.

1 Theeldershaveagreedhatbookingswill bemadeonad f icamefirst servedb a sandihatVal
mustbeinformedeveryweekbeforeeachindividual Sundayservice butno laterthanthe
Thursdayeveningof thatweek. This will enableher to collate alist for the eldersto ensure
that we do not exceedour maximum capacity of 25 individuals or householdpairs.

1 Thosewho arenotplacedonthelist for theforthcomingSundaywill automaticallygo to thetop
of thelist for the nextSundayservice but theyshouldstill contactval in theweekbeforethe
serviceto confirmtheir place.

1 NB1 Sadly, if your namedoesnot appearon the collated list then the elderswill not be able
to let you enter the building and this will be distressingfor all.

i Thislist andpersonatontactdetailswill bekeptfor 3 weeksaftertheservicefor6 t ramdt k a c e
purposes.

Kathleen Clasper sends this revised DOOR DUTIES Rota to take account of those unable to
take part. The Elders Duty Rota remains unchanged.

ELDERS DOOR DUTIES
OCTOBER 4th Mrs J. Sarsfield. Mrs. V. Hodgson
11th Mr. S.Ogilvie. Mrs. D. Jackson
18th Mrs. D. Jackson. Mr. M. Reay
25th Mrs. K. Clasper. Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson
NOVEMBER 1st Mr. D. Shirer. Mrs. K. Ogilvie
8th Mrs. J. Thornborrow. Mrs. K. Clasper
15th Mrs. H. Cockburn. Mr. S.Ogilvie
22nd Mrs. K. Ogilvie. Mrs. H. Cockburn
29th Mrs. Y. Melville. Mrs. V. Hodgson
DECEMBER 6th Mr. R. Todd. Mrs. H. Todd
13th Mrs. J. Sarsfield Mr. M. Reay
20th Mr. S.Odgilvie. Mrs. K. Ogilvie

27th Mrs. Y. Melville Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS

Thanks to Revd. Ray Angleseafor thesephotograph$rom thefirst Sundayof the resumingof
servicesat WaddingtonStreetURC. You will seetherewasa smallqueuefor ertry andpeoplewore
facemasksashadbeenrequested. Our Minister, Revd. Marcus Hargis woreavisor andeventhe
hardof hearingamongus could heareveryword hespoke. In the Sanctuarywe satat appropriate
distancedrom othermembersaandkeptour facemaskson. It wassogoodto hearPeterplaythe
organagaineventhoughno singingwasallowed. Afterwards,therewasallittle mingling outside
with peoplewearingfacemasksandobservingsocialdistancing. We havemadethefirst tentative
stes to gettingbackto normalat Church. PleasecontactVal Hodgsonin advancef youwishto
bookto cometo Churchany Sunday.




THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
NORTHERN SYNOD

Northern Synod Office, 4 College Lane, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8JJ
Tel 0191 232 1168
emalil office@urenorthernsynod.org

18 September 2020
Dear sisters and brothers

We all have been reminded in recent days of how delicately poised our capacity to suppred® Covid
remains by the additional socrastrictions announced by government yesterday.

As local congregations, we are called to play our part in working toward the common good for all, and
so we need to maintain a high degree of preparedness to respond to changing guidelines as and| whe
necesary. We have come a long way in adapting to the pandemic, and | am sure we will continue to
explore and maintain helpful ways of reaching out, exercising pastoral care, and ensuring accessible
public worship whether online, in our buildings, or both.

We are waiting for more detail from the government regarding the regional restrictions announced
yesterday, and we all have many questions, which will hopefully be answered shortly.

As yet there has not been any reference to places of worship in the hetimeasures announced for
the North East. So far, it appears that the guidelines to churches remain thielsa@evid secure:
follow existing guidance for our church buildings and worship arrangements already provided by the
government and United Refoed Church. If there is further information regarding church
arrangements in the NE, we will as a Synod disseminate it promptly.

As ever, and in Christ,
David
Moderator
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I N THE PALM OF GODGS HAN

When the night is dark and the day is cold,

I bring to mind what | dve
That GOD willhold me in the palm of His hand

And gently lead me to the Promised Land

When troubles overwhelm me,
And no solution can | see,
| lay my troubles at Thy feet,
Before Thee at Thy judgement seat.

Like an all encompassing soothing balm,
You surround me withn air of calm,
Your strength transfigures me until,
Once more | can obey Thll.

(Lucille Thomson)




EDI TORGOS LETTER
DEAR READERS,

The computer | use never failsdamaze me. For instance, the typist graphic above was actually
typing when | moved her! | managed to pause her in her ldbddre of the advantages of the
computer is that | can reproduce photographs sent to me for articles and can reduce ahentarge
This is especially useful for the excellent articles from Jan and Angus Robson with their outstanding
photographs which add so much to the article. Please feel free to send me anything you think wauld
be enjoyed by other readers of The Revievepkeg copyright in mind. My thanks to anyone who
has contributed to this monthdéds Review.

Before lockdown restrictions were reimposed, Le
and | drove to Barnard Castle on a warm, sunny
day. The main street was busy with people and
some sat outsa@latcafépavementables. We were
impressed to see that, just around the corner, the§
werethree butcher shops with tempting meat and |
pastries on offer as well as a great variety of {
cheeses. Also on the main street is an excellent
hardware store where you can still buy some
kitchen implements singly. | realise Barnard
Castle is a Market Towtbut although it is small it
seems to offer so many things that Durham City
lostover the years

| shouldbe grateful if any contributions to The Review for November 2020 could be sent to me by the
date given below.
Lucille Thomson

The next issue of The Reviemill be published oSunday 1st November 2020.
Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POSTlebr01913861052
or e-mail | esthomson@talktalknet - no later than NOON on Sunday 18th October 2020
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A Christian email with a wonderful message
- sent in by Jill Lee via Marcus Hargis

Lord, it 6s toocutitdoavvay .| i t tPRlee

Lord, please cut it down a Ilittle more ¢éelodlll
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We complain about the cross we bear but don't realize
it is preparing us for what is further alotige road that
Godcan see and we can't.

Whatever your cross, whatever your pain,
There will always be sunshine, after the rain.
Perhaps you may stumble, perhaps even fall;
But God's always ready, to answer your call.
He knows every heartache, sees every tear,

A word from His lips, can calm every fear.
Your sorrows may linger, throughout the night,
But suddenly vanish, at dawn's early light.

The Saviar is waiting, somewhere above,

To give you His grace, and send you His love.

God promises a safe landing, not a cpbssage....and you question Gddihy me?'.. always look
at the bigger picture.

A day without the Lord Is a day wasted.

God is going to shift things around for you today and let things work in youarfavo

~ ~ ~ ~ ~——

THANK YOU TO STEPHEN RAMSAY FOR THIS QUIZ.

TN
& :}7 All the answers are places in Scotland.
v d \ (Some of the clues are rather cryptic. Good luck!)

(1) Centre of a candle
(2) Ruler's crossing (2 possible answers)
(3) Shortened day? Nothing to add.
(4) Not smaller
(5) Barrel maker
(6) Jockey may ride here
(7) Home of Scott's unmarried blonde
(8) Found in Seamaill, Portree?
(9) The weather being cruel has changed my opinion of this

place
(10) The end of Rudolf's flightpath
(11) Starts to oblige Andrew here
(12) Neither is sick

(13) Hawaian greetm (14) Metal instrument
(15) The Spanish spirit (16) Indian dish (17) There's nothing sporty about this place!
(18) You won't find me swimming here! (19) Silver city (20) Naughty Powell!
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The Intergenerational Projecti working with students continuesé

The titlehas been spawned from the developing contact between Durham University students (fror
Josephine ButleCollege in particular) and Waddington Street URternational students
originally formed a substantive number of participants but more recentgategnumber are drawn
from the UK population.

The project emerged during St e\albeitth@donsomge 6 s mi

occasions, the students have beergmaipied with other pressing thingglthough the Christian

message has been relatively limited, the time spent has been spent to cultivate fellowship, hospitality

and all the hearty Christian virtue#A good deal of time is invested in building a friendly atmosphere
where local knowledgend life experience provide a resource to be tappasiand when necessary.
Average student attendances at gatherings have been areRBd BOmay come as a surprise to

some to learn thatt leastixteen people from our Church have, at various tiragended the social
evenings.

>

Covid19 has suppressed activity but has not extinguished it and those in Josephine Butler are all the

more determined to perpetuate what they regard as an exemplar in the way that students and the
community can share warwvhile downtime together.

It is amazing that the Church and its students were able to hold their final meeting of #292019
year in March 2020, very shortly before the lockdowthough it has been gratifying that we have
had so many returnees teetimeetings, it is also+&ssuring that the students themselves want to
encourage 2020 freshers and returning students to meet in the friendly and welcoming atmospher
engendered by Waddington Street URC and Durham Univeits#tyus not forget that ouate friend
Donald Mackay was such an admirable supporter of the outreach that he demonstrably sought to
nurture; so touchingly appreciated by the students themselves.

The Church is facing new challenges in the wake of the Covid19 pandemic but it waujatdud

time to renew the spirit which lies at the heart of those ties which many of our church members ha
so willingly embraced.There is also the hope that we may together be able to regain lost ground ar
mix more sociably in the future.

So, forthe short term, we may be required to use more sophisticated forms of interaction but let us
resolve not to leave fallow the ground we have achieved salient to consider the difficulties that
the University and its students will face as studentsrgenfrom their more familiar and quieter
surroundings to converge on DurhalVe would surely wish to offer what support we can to young
people who are following paths that we and possibly our own children or relatives have taken in th
past.

D

ve
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There tave been discussions with the University staff and students about how to keep the Project
alive. These include innovative ways of greeting the new international students in September and
making them feel welcome and less isolated than they might othdagviJenis will be followed up

by welcoming the Freshers from closer to home who have experienced a most unusual situation a
they follow their educational persuasions and a very different world of life and work in the years
ahead, away from their more d¢ored home surroundingsthere are benefits to members of
Waddington Street URC who have also suffered the confines of isolation with reduced levels of so
interaction and contact with the younger generations.

It is with great pleasure that Church nimars have developed a rapport with a core group of students
who have supported the project during their stay in Durham as undergraditagggturning

students well recall earlier discussions at Waddington Street about the abundance of local history,
wildlife conservation and local cultur&ome students have shared time on Church walks and outing
or have shared food or craft activity in Church member households.

In some shape and form the students would, as circumstances allow, like to maintaedtharsc
tested approachAn i nterest has been expressed in co
support for abolition of modern day slavery and promotion oftfadte. Collaboration might also be
possible as the students, during 2@221, exjore the background of their very own Josephine
Butler heritage. There are opportunities to share in these discoveries and offer either an added
purpose or a welcome form of distraction to some of the events unfolding arouk@ughose
unfamiliar, tncomfortable or challenged by the modern technology of internet communication, we
can build some bridges using other methods to promote wider inclusiveness, for example member
our Church family helping to research and develop projects such as theided&ytler heritage in a
more secluded environment.

David Thornborrow
Post script ¢é.
A growing number of international students have now arrived in Durham and the majority were
required to isolate themselves before the University tgamed. Although they received a food
parcel for the first few days they were ther
essential needs, including foodAs their isolation ends they will be able to familiarise themselves
with Durham and itsurroundings but this is lédy to be bewildering for many.
The rising number of coronavirus (Covid19) cases could lead to restrictions upon their first
experiences of Durham and we should perhaps take this into our considetagjetiner with the
largenumber s of &f r es her 6asweredter Odiober.r et ur ni ng st
Any thoughtgan be shared with Marcus, Yvorered Douglas Melville, Sandsgind Kath Ogilvie,
Janet andnyself, (David Thornborrow)
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An ol d | ady offers the bus driyve

so the driver happily munches them.

Every 5 minutes she gives him a
0t

Driver: Why don you eat them
Odlady: landét chew. Look, I have
Driver: Then why do you buy them?

Ol d | ady: nOh, I just |l ove the

The three hardest things to saye:
1. |was wrong.
2. | need help.
3. Worcestershire Sauce!




