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2. 

 

Dear friends, 
 

The YouTube algorithm that recommends what we might want to watch has a 

hard time in our household.   It has to make sense of a very wide selection of 

choices:   from pre-schooler cartoons to fine arts;   classical music to Bollywood 

showstoppers;   planes, trains, automobiles, and buses… 

 

So what does the computer come up with for recommendations?   The answer is:   live coverage of 

spacewalks and High Definition video of the surface of Mars.   Images that are literally out of this 

world! 

 

Out of curiosity I had a look at one such suggestion.   The Mars Curiosity rover, for the last eight 

years, has been sending back still pictures of the barren grey and red rocky surface.   Someone has 

used software to stitch images together and introduced movement to give the impression of a 

panoramic sweep.  Not that an actual video camera is on Mars.  Nothing much moves there in reality, 

though images taken a Martian day apart show shifting sands, moved by the extra-terrestrial wind.  

 

It seems like we’re living through an alien time when the sands of time are shifting fast.   For a while 

we were glued to news bulletins and lockdown life really did change from hour to hour.   The ground 

beneath our feet is still unsteady, but at least we’re able to make some progress, not least towards 

resuming worship together in person with appropriate precautions.   Our world is still turning; 

cartoons, music, current affairs and entertaining videos of transportation continue;   and the out-of-

this-world grace of God remains firm today and beyond. 

 

The God of cosmic timescales, strange new worlds, and the vastness of space is the same God of 

minute details, including the detail of our lives and loves.  When mask-wearing causes discomfort and 

conflict, God challenges us with the commandment to love.  While people promise and fail to deliver; 

God delivers his Son to save us, and promises the Spirit to be with us for all time.  

 

The God of awesome beauty and truth is also the same God of entertainment and trivia.   Not every 

moment can be profound;   not every song a showstopper;   nor can everything we do be so serious. 

God is God of the lighter parts of life, as well as more meaningful moments.   Making sense of this 

doesn’t need an algorithm.   All we need is love:   to see that God loves life and wants every part of us 

to be directed towards God’s goal of love.  

 

If life with all its uncertainty seems to be getting too complex, it’s worth taking a look at the barren 

unchanging, landscapes of Mars—devoid of life, and love—and then ask ourselves where we would 

rather be.   As for me I prefer here, where we can breathe.  

 

Regards, 

Marcus 

  



 

3. 

 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministerial Services –   Revd. Marcus Hargis is contactable in the following ways:- 

Phone: 0776 949 2629 and 0191 366 4930   (messages can be left on either). 

Email: marcushargis@outlook.com     For routine pastoral matters, please first approach your Elder. 

Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m.   [Please see page 4 for further details.] 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COPY DATE FOR THE OCTOBER REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2020. 

Please be aware when submitting articles that our Church Magazine goes on the website and is 

available for anyone anywhere in the world to read. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I should like to say a huge “Thank you” to everyone who sent cards and 

messages to me during my recent time in hospital.   Your kindness and 

thoughtfulness greatly encouraged me and was very much appreciated.   It is so 

lovely to feel part of a warm and supportive fellowship in times of trouble or 

illness, so thank you once again. 

                                                                  Barbara Tinsley 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A young woman teacher with obvious liberal tendencies explains to her class of small children that 

she is an atheist.   She asks her class if they are atheists too.   Not really knowing what atheism is but 

wanting to be like their teacher, their hands shoot into the air.   There is, however, one exception.   A 

beautiful girl named Lucy has not gone along with the crowd.   The teacher asks her why she has 

decided to be different. 
 

‘Because I’m not an atheist.’ 
 

‘Then,’ asks the teacher, ‘what are you?’ 
 

‘I’m a Christian.’ 
 

The teacher is a little perturbed now, her face slightly red.   She asks Lucy why she is a Christian. 
 

‘Well, I was brought up knowing and loving Jesus.   My mum is a Christian, and my dad is a 

Christian;   I also accepted Christ as my personal saviour and I am a Christian.’ 
 

The teacher is now angry. 
 

‘That’s no reason.’ she says loudly.   ‘What if your mum had been a moron, and your dad had been a 

moron.   What would you be then?’ 
 

After a pause, and a smile. 
 

‘Then,’ says Lucy, ‘I’d be an atheist.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[From A Box of Delights – Compiled by J.John & Mark Stibbe]  
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Our Church reopens for Worship on Sundays 
 

The good news is that we hope to hold morning worship in our church 

on Sunday 13th September at 10:45 a.m. and Marcus will lead us. 
 

Initially after this there will be Sunday services at the usual time on the following dates: 

 

20th September  –  Preacher:  Bernard Lee 

27th September  –  Preacher:  Pauline James 

  4th October      –  Preacher:  Jill Lee 

11th October      –  Preacher:  Revd Chris Beales 

18th October      –  Preacher:  Deacon Jane Middleton 

25th October      –  Preacher:  Revd Marcus Hargis 

  1st November  –  Preacher:  Revd Alan Middleton 

29th November  –  Preacher:  Revd Marcus Hargis 

(Other November dates yet to be confirmed.) 

 

Please retain this information for future use. 

 

The photograph on the front cover of The Review and at the top of this article shows the sanctuary 

now, as it was felt that it would be useful for our church family to see its new layout in accordance 

with government rules on social distancing. 

 

Please note that there are a few chairs arranged for couples to sit together, so households of more than 

2 should sit in pairs rather than a single unit. 

 

The following arrangements have been agreed by elders in order for our services to comply with 

Covid-19 Government rules and recommendations: 

 



 

5. 

 

• Due to limited capacity those hoping to attend should inform Val Hodgson who has very 

kindly volunteered to manage ‘bookings’ on behalf of the elders, for each service. 

  

• Her contact details are:- Email: valhodgson2159@gmail.com 

                Tel:  07418027266 
 

• Please make contact with Val by email if possible.  
 

• The elders have agreed that bookings will be made on a ‘first come first served basis’ and that 

Val must be informed every week before each individual Sunday service, but no later than the 

Thursday evening of that week.  This will enable her to collate a list for the elders to 

ensure that we do not exceed our maximum capacity of 25 individuals or household 

pairs.   So, for example, those wishing to attend on Sunday 13th September must inform Val 

by Thursday 10th September. 

 

• Those who are not placed on the list for the forthcoming Sunday will automatically go to the 

top of the list for the next Sunday service, but they should still contact Val in the week before 

the service to confirm their place.  

 

• NB – Sadly, if your name does not appear on the collated list then the elders will not be 

able to let you enter the building and this will be distressing for all. 

 

• This list and personal contact details will be kept for 3 weeks after the service for ‘track and 

trace’ purposes. 

   

• Face coverings will be compulsory, with hand sanitisation on entry, whereupon there 

will be direction to a specific seat. 

  

• At the end of the service, there will be directed departure from the sanctuary onto the street. 

 

• The disabled toilet will be available for emergency use only.   Unfortunately, the other toilets 

will not be available for use. 

 

• The service will last for approximately 30 minutes with the hope that Peter will provide organ 

music at the beginning and end of worship. 

 

• Sadly, in accordance with current rules, there will be no singing and no opportunity for 

socialising indoors after the service. 

 

• It is necessary for Marcus to wear a visor as he is leading us in worship. 

 

• Unfortunately we are not able to provide transport to church. 

 

Please feel free to contact your elder for further discussion, if any comments or questions arise from 

this article. 

 

Our first Sunday of worship will be very different from previous experience;   however after the long 

months of virtual meeting, the positive is that we will be together once more. 

 

Janet Thornborrow for the Elders. 
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6. 

 

 
Notes from Elders’ Meeting on Wednesday 5th August 2020 (held on ZOOM on line) 

 

1. The meeting opened with a reading from Psalm 125, verses 1 and 2 – ‘The security of God’s 

people’, plus prayer read by Kathleen Clasper. (Chair) 
 

2. The meeting received apologies from Ruth Cranfield.   The minutes of the last meeting on 8 July 

were agreed and signed. 
 

3. Matters Arising from the last minutes on 8 July 2020 –  

A - Elders’ communication chart – 

The final version dated 5/8/2020 was adopted by the meeting and everyone given a copy. 
  
B - Covid Risk Assessment Group Report –  

Janet Thornborrow reported that the Group had met, studied what was required and had met at 

the Church premises and carried out the Risk Assessment required nationally and by the URC 

under ‘Ready For the New Normal’.   25 people can be accommodated for a 30 minute worship 

session under very tight structures.   Face coverings required for all attendees.   Booking of 

places will also be required.   We are aiming for Marcus to take our first service on 13 September 

and the frequency of services will be determined after that.   Photographs of the new church 

layout and worship procedures and service frequency will be published in the next Review. 
 

C - Church website –  

The site has been updated with our new minister’s details.   Marcus will give a personal profile to 

John Durell for the site.   Service details and email contact for booking details for the ‘new 

Normal’ services to be put on the website when agreed. 
  

4. District reports were given and prayers offered.  
 

5. Correspondence – a request to use the building was discussed and the meeting agreed that no 

bookings were to be taken yet due to the cleaning and safety requirements needed at this time on 

the premises. 
 

6. The next meeting will be on line (ZOOM) on Wednesday 9 September 2020 at 7 p.m. 
 

7. The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.  

                                                                                     (Yvonne Melville) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This signpost outside a Church adopts a 

novel way of attracting attention. 

The wording is: 

CATCH UP 

WITH 

JESUS 
Lettuce Praise 

& Relish Him 

Cos He loves me 

from my head 

to-ma-toes 

  



 

7. 

 

EDITOR’S LETTER 
 

DEAR READERS,       
 

On a recent visit to Durham City centre, Les and I were quite depressed by the number of empty 

shops and businesses closed temporarily.   M&Co, which replaced Marks & Spencer, has gone after 

only a short time trading there.   The old Post Office is to be made into student accommodation – not 

what is needed in Silver Street.   One wonders if Durham will recover from the present doldrums.   It 

is not alone as other places such as Hexham, which was a shopping centre for outlying villages, have 

suffered many closures.   It has made us realise just how much we took things for granted in the past.   

A friend gave me a glass topped coaster with the saying by Robert Bruit: “Enjoy the little things in 

life… for one day you’ll look back and realise they were the big things.”   How true that is.   We are 

already grateful to be able to go out of the house, even wearing a face mask, to walk or shop.    
 

We took advantage of the “eat out to help out – 50% off meals Monday to Wednesday” offer and 

shared a meal with and enjoyed the company of our next door neighbours - and were grateful to be 

able to do so.   We were grateful for the days of good weather we had when we could sit in our back 

garden.   We are hugely grateful for the fact that, so far, we do not know anybody who has had the 

Covid-19 virus.   We are grateful for the on-line church services and Songs of Praise programmes we 

have watched.   We are grateful to know we may soon be able to share in services at Church even 

though we will have to pre-book and will not be able to sing hymns or socialise afterwards.   We did 

not realise how much we would miss being able to worship in church with others. 
 

We gave thanks to God that our step-grand-daughter was unhurt when her car blew up recently.   This 

event made us look at other problems with a different attitude and get things into perspective. 
 

We have both read a great deal during lockdown and are grateful for the sight to enjoy books.   We 

are also grateful for the gift of hearing (albeit aided by wearing hearing aids now!) which enables us 

to enjoy radio programmes such as Good Morning Sunday and Elaine Paige on Sunday with her 

varied musical choices.    
 

We appreciate the Posters and Prayers prepared by Reverend 

Ruth Crofton and also the efforts of our Minister, Marcus, to 

keep us together spiritually and to encourage us to feel 

strengthened by faith.   Also, our Elders have worked very 

hard towards us resuming worship in church and we do not 

take this for granted.    
 

The “Thank You To The Special People In My Life” poster 

on the left was sent by a friend and I wanted to share it.  
 

Lockdown time seems to have inspired people to contribute 

to The Review and this is most welcome, so keep it up, 

please!   My thanks to anyone who has contributed to this 

month’s Review.   
 

I should be grateful if any contributions to The Review for 

October 2020 could be sent to me by the date given below.    

                                                                                                                          

Lucille Thomson         

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 4th October 2020. 

Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052  

or e-mail lesthomson@talktalk.net - no later than NOON on Sunday 20th September 2020. 

 



 

8. 

 

Enjoying Gothic Architecture in England 
 

One of the overwhelming joys in life is enjoying beautiful architecture.   Durham is not only surrounded 

by a splendid nature but the city itself is also full of wonderful architecture.  We, as humans, often take 

this privilege of marvellous architecture for granted without ever asking questions about   their origins. 

Still, one should not forget that every edifice has a unique story to tell.   Numerous reasons are behind 

these narratives, such as personal interests, surroundings and financial capacities. 
  

In this short article, I want to write concisely about Gothic architecture 

and how we can start analysing it.   From the very first moment Gothic 

Architecture sprung up, the architectural world of Europe was on the 

verge of tremendous change.   Whereas Romanesque architecture was 

massive and horizontally orientated, Gothic architecture was more 

light and vertically orientated.   A new architectural era of dynamics 

was born in which the sky was the limit.   The Gothic style originated 

from France around the year 1140 A.D.   The Saint-Denis abbey 

church in Paris is often referred to as the symbolic start of Gothic 

architecture – in fact, where it all started.   Abbot Sugar started and 

organized this ground-breaking project.   His innovative insights were 

derived from the numerous churches he investigated throughout his 

extensive travels in Western Europe.   From the collected data, he 

envisioned a dream:   to make the best church possible.   After much 

hard labour, his dream of building the best church possible was finally 

realised in the impressive and stately  Basilique royale de  Saint Denis.   
 

Many churches erected after his time were still characterized by a mixture between Romanesque and 

Gothic architecture.   The name Gothic nowadays does not seem to possess a negative connotation, 

however, the etymology of ‘Gothic’ goes back to the Goths.   Since the Goths were nomads from the 

East who sacked and looted many villages and cities during their conquests, they were often considered 

as synonymous to barbarism in the eyes of the local Western Europeans.   As Mr.  Fergusson mentions:   

“all the styles invented and used by the Western barbarians who overthrew the Roman empire, and 

settled within its limits.” 

 

England –  

Gothic architecture can be seen as a unified style during much of the middle ages in Europe.   Yet, 

when one compares different periods and countries a rich plethora can be noticed in stylistic differences.   

We will look at one famous English cathedral  which is the Lincoln Cathedral and try to analyse a small 

part of it.   First of all, this building cannot be captured in a specific building period as it displays the 

development from Romanesque till the Decorated Gothic style.   As John Ruskin (1819-1900) 

mentions:   “I have always held, and am prepared against all comers to maintain, that the Cathedral 

of Lincoln is out and out the most precious piece of architecture in the British Isles, and, roughly 

speaking, worth any two other cathedrals we have.”   Probably, he did not know Durham Cathedral 

that well!              

              

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ruskin


 

9. 
 

 

 

An architectural style is like a specific language:   while every language is distinct, it still shares many 

similarities with other languages in the same family 

language.   Many persons can recognise the difference 

between Romanesque and Gothic architecture without ever 

studying it in depth, in the same way that one can 

differentiate the Spanish language from the German or 

even the French language.   One of the first useful steps is 

to understand the style in which the building is built.   By 

starting to look at a façade, one can become overwhelmed 

by the enormity of various architectural elements.  That is 

why it is important to see how every building element 

relates with the whole edifice.   I sometimes think that architecture can be compared with sheet music.   

By looking at a sheet of music, one can divide it into various parts and components.   The same holds 

true for a building façade.   Another aspect is that a Cathedral is often packed with symbolism, and in 

order to understand the symbolism well, sufficient background information is crucial. 
 

Analysis Cathedral   

 

 

A good starting point in analysing a façade is to make a 

boundary line around the main volume, so that the actual 

shape is now pinned down.   The next step is that one puts 

a grid over the building so that the relations between 

parts, lengths, locations etc., become easier to understand.   

The third step consists of searching for the basic 

geometrical shapes of squares, rectangles, triangles, 

cones and circles.   Lastly, one has to use a new paper if 

one finds more interesting patterns because too many 

lines can make the findings extremely chaotic. Here, I just 

provided four simple steps when it comes to the basic 

start of analysing a façade.   Of course, there are many 

more tactics involved, such as the golden ratio, 

proportions, about the building and so on.  Nevertheless, 

you can take my advice as a basic guide for approaching 

a façade. 
 

The decoration pattern of church windows was by the 

14th century still in development.   At the moment the 

Rose window was developed, it had regular 

geometrical forms made up for creating windows.   

Especially the pointed arches or circles were favourable. This made it 

possible to draw the whole design of this stunning window with a 

compass.   The manner in which the window was designed with a 

compass serves also as a hint:   when analysing the façade, many 

motives can be taken into consideration but the most noticeable are the 

3 circles that made this piece so special and flow forth from the use of 

the compass. 
 

There is much more to be said about architecture and I hope that this short article awakened your 

curiosity about the story behind magnificent designs that surround us and the enjoyment that comes 

with it.   So when you are sitting outside and observe the famous Durham Cathedral or even the small 

but gorgeous URC church building, you can take a moment and analyse it for yourself.  

Richard Frankhuizen 

Picture B: Elevation of East End 
 

Picture A: West facade 
 

Picture C: Rose Window from the Transept 

of Lincoln Cathedral. (1342-1347). 
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PLEASANT PASTIMES 

FOR LOCKDOWN … 

 

COLOURING IN  

FOR ADULTS. 

 

When was the last time you 

coloured in?   I would hazard 

a guess it was more than a 

few years ago.   The pictures 

would probably have 

portrayed characters from 

Nursery Rhymes, or you 

may have had a ‘Magic 

Painting Book’, where the 

grey illustrations became 

coloured with the addition of 

a little water. 
 

For some years now there 

has been a new craze, 

‘Colouring in for Adults!’   

These books of patterns are 

very attractive and it is 

reputed to be therapeutic to 

concentrate on colouring them in.   Indeed, the Diabetes Research and Wellness Foundation has 

actually published a book of patterns to colour in as this pleasant and relaxing pastime is said to help 

in alleviating depression. 
 

I know of an elderly gentleman who used to hold ‘colouring in’ evenings, where a pile of felt tip pens 

and crayons were put in the middle of the table and patterns distributed to guests.   While they 

coloured in, they listened to gentle classical music and enjoyed some snacks and a drink or two!   

What a pleasant evening! 
 

Sainsburys have some lovely colouring books for adults and also a good selection of colouring pens.   

My favourites are gel pens as they are very varied.   One can get glitter gel pens, neon gel pens and 

metallic gel pens which give a shiny finish.   Do give it a try.   I guarantee you will enjoy it. 

                                                                                                                                       Barbara Tinsley 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Bible Brain Teaser - 16 books of the Bible can you find them?   (From Ian Warburton) 

“I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.   It was a lulu;   kept people looking so 

hard for facts ... and for others it was a revelation.   Some were in a jam, especially since the names of 

the books were not capitalized.   But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers.   To 

others it was a real job and there was nearly a mass exodus.   We want it to be a most fascinating few 

moments for you.   Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot.   Others may require judges to 

help them.   I will quickly admit, it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud 

lamentations when it is found.   A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. 

See how well you can compete.   Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible 

in this paragraph.” 

In alphabetical order:   Acts – Amos – Esther – Exodus – Hebrews – James – Job – Judges -

Lamentations – Luke – Mark – Numbers – Peter – Titus – Revelation - Ruth. 
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    Try this:   See if you can work out what 

    these seven words all have in common? 

 

    1.  Banana. 

    2.  Dresser. 

                                          3.  Grammar. 

                                          4.  Potato. 

                                          5.  Revive. 

Dear Lucille,                                                                           6.  Uneven. 

I just came across this on the U3A's                                       7.  Assess. 

Keeping in Touch Facebook page.   

The person posting it didn't know                                           Stumped?   Give it another try … 

who wrote it, but it's worth sharing                                         Look at each word carefully. 

in the Review, I think.                                                              

Val Hodgson.                                                                          You’ll kick yourself when you discover                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                 the answer. 

If William Wordsworth was alive today:                             

                                                                                                 No, it is not that they all have at least 2                                                                                                                                                                                           

                              double letters …                                                                                                                               

  

                               Answer: 

                               In all of the words listed,  

                               if you take the first letter, 

                               place it at the end of the word, 

                               and then spell the word backwards, 

                               it will be the same word! 

 

                               [Thanks to the June issue of Bethel] 

                               [URC’s newsletter for this item.] 

 

                               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                

 I wandered lonely as a cloud,                                                Fun advertising photographs: 

Two metres from the madding crowd, 

When all at once my name was called, 

To enter Waitrose hallowed hall. 

This was the pensioners’ special hour, 

I’d gone to get a bag of flour, 

But I forgot when though the door, 

What I had gone to Waitrose for. 

The Waitrose staff are extra kind, 

I told them I had slipped my mind, 

They asked what else I had forgot, 

They clearly thought I’d lost the plot. 

I phoned my wife again to ask, 

She reminded me of this key task, 

“I need some flour to bake a cake, 

With all those eggs you made me take.” 

“Yes I recall” I had to lie, 

I dared not ask what flower to buy, 

But then I saw them next the tills, 

A bunch of golden daffodils!                                                                                              

 

Anonymous  



 

 

 
 

O God who sends the sun and rain, 

to grow the seed and swell the grain, 

Give the farmer strength to farm 

  And keep him safe from any harm. 
 

At markets and in shops we find 

Fruit and flowers of every kind. 

Some are clearly locally grown 

While others many miles have flown. 
 

We are so lucky to have such choice, 

We can and always should rejoice, 

That You provide a harvest every year 

So that starvation we need not fear. 
 

So let us at this happy Harvest tide 

Share the bounty without pride 

Since all such goodness comes from You 

We must follow our Lord’s example too. 
 

(Lucille Thomson, August 2020) 

 

 


