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“Well, this is March, it could rain at any moment!”
WADDINGTON STREET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH,
DURHAM CITY DH1 4BG

Church Website: www.durhamurc.org.uk

2.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Ministerial Services – Anyone requiring the services of a Minister should contact
their own Elder who will make enquiries on their behalf.
Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS –
Please forward details of items and events for the weekly notice sheets to Peter Galloway –
email pagalloway@hotmail.com or mobile phone number 07 763 912 670.
_________________________________________________________________________________
FUNDRAISING EVENT IN AID OF THE GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE:

Friday 8th March 2019 – 10 a.m. till 12 noon –
Coffee Morning at Janet and David Thornborrow’s home
at 7 Saint Oswalds Drive, Durham DH1 3TE.
Come along and enjoy a warm welcome and good company.
_________________________________________________________________________________
STUDENT EVENING - TUESDAY 12th MARCH 2019 – 7.30 p.m. start - Theme EASTER.
_________________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH AGM - SUNDAY 17th MARCH 2019 – in the Hall, after the service.
_________________________________________________________________________________
COPY DATE FOR THE APRIL 2019 REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 24th MARCH 2019.
_________________________________________________________________________________

ALPHA course Thursdays at 7 p.m. – 7 February to 4 April 2019 in Waddington Street URC Church Hall – Mowbray Street entrance – Durham DH1 4BG.
You are invited to ALPHA for some good food, interesting conversation and talks that will make you
think. If you come along, there’s no commitment. We won’t keep texting, phoning or emailing you.
So what have you got to lose?
Alpha is a chance to explore life and the Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal way.
www.durhamvineyard.org.uk 07938 336261

3.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
St. Mary and St. Cuthbert’s Church,
Church Chare, Chester-Le-Street DH3 3QB
Following the major refurbishment of the church organ:
Saturday 23rd March 2019
7:00pm – 7:15pm – re-dedication service for the organ
7:30pm – Organ Recital by Daniel Cook,
Master of the Choristers and Organist of Durham Cathedral.
Further details from Peter Galloway.
_________________________________________________________________________________
FUNDRAISING IN AID OF THE GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE:
It is hoped that we can all participate in a fundraising exercise over the period of Lent in conjunction
with a daily prompt sheet entitled “Count Your Blessings”. Copies of this will be on the Church
Website, included in this Review and available from members of the fundraising committee.
The committee would appreciate it if donations could be given in a lump sum, or cheque, at the end of
this exercise, if possible. Thank you.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Lent Course. Starts on 12 March for 6 Tuesday's at 2 p.m. in the vestibule led by John Durell and
Ruth Crofton. We plan to invite our friends from North Road Methodist Church to join us. Tea and
biscuits will be served and it will be a relaxing time to reflect and share with each other each week.
Maundy Thursday the 18th April - we will have a Tenebrae Service in the Church at 7.30 p.m.
This will be led by Ruth Crofton.
Good Friday reflections on 19th April will be led by Ruth Crofton in our church at 1.15 p.m. for
half an hour. This allows anyone who wishes to share in the Good Friday arrangements in the Market
Place led by Churches Together in Durham to do so first.
Easter Sunday – 21st April - will be our normal service with Communion led by Bernard Lee.
_________________________________________________________________________________
The worship group which uses our Church have sent this “thank you” letter.
“Dear Sandy, Kath and Janet, Hope you're really well.
We had a really great night last night ... worshipped in song (with interwoven prayers)
for 7 hours with worship leaders from 5 churches ... and maybe another 5 churches
represented in the congregation. And then we prayed through the night, with another
hour of sung worship up to 7AM.
We actually felt led to pray quite extensively for you as a church. We had in mind that
you are a blessing showing hospitality to so many different parts of the church, and
wider. We prayed for good health and strength and spiritual refreshment, staying fresh and green in
old age. And that God would come and do the new thing among you.
I just transferred a thank you payment across :)
THANK YOU
William and Dan”

4.
Notes from the Elders’ Meeting held on Wednesday 6th February 2019
1.
Matters arising from the Minutes:
a)
Sandy will contact Steve Wakefield from Waddington Street Centre to arrange
to hand over a cheque for the money which has been raised to support the charity.
b) The coffee morning held at Kath and Sandy’s home on 16 January was a great success and it was felt
that it would be good to have further opportunities to get together informally throughout the year.
c) DBS checks are ongoing.
2.

District reports were given and Elders’ Districts discussed.

3. Correspondence
(a) Various items of correspondence from Synod were discussed and anything of interest will be
put on our notice-boards for everyone to peruse.
(b) We have received an email from Geraldine Sands, the Synod Safeguarding Officer, in relation to a
potential safeguarding issue.
4. Vacancy Meeting Update: There is no interest currently in the positions being advertised but we never
know how quickly that might change. We discussed the subject of Group Finances and what that would
entail for our church. Yvonne distributed copies of the Gateshead Group Account to give us an example of
how Group Finances would operate but it is a very fluid situation.
5. Lent Course - We intend to run a Lent course, in a similar format as last year, beginning on Tuesday
12 March. We will be extending an invitation to North Road Methodists as usual. Yvonne will contact
Margaret Lewis from North Road to find out the best person to talk to in relation to this. We will also
need to book the hall with Janet Sarsfield.
6. Hope for Justice Sunday - This will take place on Sunday 23 June and Nicola Lloyd from Hope for
Justice will join us for worship to tell us more about this initiative. Sandy will liaise with Nicola to
determine how much of the service she wants to participate in and what support, if any, she will want
from the Elders. A church meeting is meant to take place following the service on this date but it will
need to be re-arranged.
7. Proposals for Elders Led Services - Janet Thornborrow will liaise with Les Thomson about a suitable
date for the Elders to take a service, avoiding the month of August.
8. Arrangements for August Services - Les has already planned for services on 4 and 18 August at
Waddington Street so we need to let North Road Methodists know what has been arranged and extend an
invitation for them to join us if they wish. Yvonne will talk to Margaret Lewis about this. On the 11 and
25 August we can join North Road for worship.
9. Any other business
a) Doris asked if there was any merit in moving the library from the back of the church to the Woods.
Room. It was felt that it was best to leave it where it is. John Durell will review the books we have
and any old books we no longer wish to retain can be donated to the bookshop in Barnard Castle.
b) Easter Services were discussed. John is preaching elsewhere on Easter Sunday so we have a visiting
preacher that day. The Maundy Thursday Service will take place as usual and probably a time of quiet
reflection on Good Friday. John Durell and Ruth Crofton will coordinate these.
c) Kath Clasper informed the meeting that at long last she has received a survey report from Synod
following an inspection of the church building, which was carried out last year. There are no urgent
repairs needed but the stonework requires some attention.
10. The next scheduled meeting is on Wednesday 6 March 2019 at 7 p.m. Kath Ogilvie will chair and
Janet Thornborrow will take the minutes. The meeting closed with Elders saying ‘The Grace’.

5.
EDITOR’S LETTER
DEAR READERS,
I was delighted to have some very positive feedback on the February Review – this concerned the
powerful and personal poem, “My Crazy Life of Pain and Tears” by Derek Jorden. So, thanks once
again to Derek for sharing his work with us.
Les and I have been regular Gala Theatre-goers recently. Durham University Light Opera Group’s
production of “Singin’ In The Rain” was superb regarding acting, singing and dancing and costumes.
If you have not seen DULOG in action before, then do look out for their next offering, you will not be
disappointed. We have now booked for DMTC’s “Evita” in April – it should be amazing!

The film “Mary Queen of Scots”, I would give 6 out of 10, but “Stan and Ollie” was a good film (8
out of 10) and was funny and sad by degrees. Steve Coogan as Stan Laurel was totally convincing.
“The Green Book”, about an African-American Concert Pianist touring the deep south of America
with a white driver in 1962 was riveting, shocking and yet funny at times and I would give it 10 out
of 10. (The Green Book gave addresses where African-Americans could safely stay in the south.)
The article in this issue about Tyneside Keelmen was suggested by a friend who was researching her
family tree and found a Tyneside Keelman among her ancestors. I hope you will find it interesting.
BOOK REVIEW – MIDWIFE OF BORNEO - (SPCK Publishing ISBN 978-0-281 -08030-4)
WENDY GREY ROGERSON and BARBARA FOX
(From bookshops and Amazon)
This true story of Wendy who answers the call in 1959 for a Nurse to work in Borneo, in a remote
area where many had never seen a white woman, is awe-inspiring. Her skills and her faith maintain
her during many adventures when she has to treat patients under very difficult conditions. As well as
midwifery she has to perform surgery and diagnose many diseases. I did not want to lay this book
down and would highly recommend it to you.
If you have anything you wish to contribute to The Review, please let me have it.
Lucille Thomson
The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 7th April 2019.
Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052
or e-mail lesthomson@talktalk.net - no later than NOON on Sunday 24th March 2019.

6.
AND THEN IT IS WINTER
You know time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems
like yesterday that I was young, just married, and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a
way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all those years went.
I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and
dreams. But, here it is ... the winter of my life, and it catches me by surprise ... How did I get here so
fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go? I remember well seeing older people
through the years and thinking that those "older people" were years away from me and that winter
was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.
But, here it is ... my friends are retired and getting grey ... they move slower and I see an older person
in myself now. Some are in better and some worse shape than me ... but, I see the great change ...
Not like the ones that I remember who were young and vibrant ... but, like me, their age is beginning
to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd be. Each day
now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore ... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will ... I just fall asleep where I sit!
And so ... now I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of
strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!! But, at least I know,
that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how long it will last ... this I know, that when it's
over on this earth ... it's over. A new adventure will begin!
Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done ... things I should have done, but indeed,
there are also many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime. So, if you're not in your
winter yet ... let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever you would like
to accomplish in your life, please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!! Life goes by
quickly. So, do what you can TODAY, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or
not! You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life... so, LIVE FOR TODAY and
say all the things that you want your loved ones to remember ... and hope that they appreciate and
love you for all the things that you have done for them in all the years past!!
"Life" is a GIFT to you.
The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.”
Remember: "It is Health that is real Wealth and not pieces of gold and silver."
Your kids are becoming you ... but your grandchildren are perfect!
Going out is good ... coming home is even better!
You forget names ... but it's OK, because other people forgot they even knew you!!!
You realize you're never going to be really good at anything ... especially golf.
The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don't care
to do them any more.
You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep."
You miss the days when everything worked with just an "ON" and "OFF" switch.
You tend to use more 4 letter words ... "what?"... "when?"...???
Now that you can afford expensive jewellery it's not safe to wear it anywhere.
You notice everything they sell in stores is "sleeveless?!"
What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
Everybody whispers.
You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet ... 2 of which you will never wear.
But "Old" is good in some things:
Old Songs, Old movies ... and best of all, our dear ...OLD FRIENDS!!

7.

The Song of the River
The snow melts on the mountain
And the water runs down to the spring,
And the spring in a turbulent fountain,
With a song of youth to sing,
Runs down to the riotous river,
And the river flows to the sea.
And the water again,
Goes back in rain
To the hills where it used to be.
And I wonder if life’s deep mystery
Isn’t much like rain and the snow
Returning through all eternity
To the places it used to know.
For life was born on the lofty heights
And flows in a laughing stream,
To the river below
Whose onward flow
Ends in a peaceful dream.
And so at last
When our life is passed
And the river has run its course,
It again goes back,
O’er the self-same track,
To the mountain which was its source.
So why prize life,
Or why fear death,
Or dread what it is to be?
The river ran its allotted span
Till it reached the silent sea.
Then water harked back to the mountain top,
To begin its course once more,
So we shall run the course begun
Till we reach the silent shore.
Then revisit earth in a pure rebirth
From the heart of the virgin snow.
So don’t ask why we live or die,
Or whither, or when, we go,
Or wonder about the mysteries
That only God may know.
[On February 25th, 1941, in the column titled In The News, which he wrote daily
in his newspapers, William Randolph Hearst published a poem of his own
composition. It was The Song of the River. That poem was read by the Rt.
Rev. Karl Morgan Black, Episcopal Bishop of California, at the burial service for
Mr. Hearst.]
(Submitted to the magazine of Teviot and Roberton Parish Church)
(by Evelyn MacAuley and sent to us by Jessie Goodall)

8.
The Keelmen of Tyne and
Wear were a group of men
who worked on the keels, large
boats that carried the coal from
the banks of both rivers to the
waiting collier ships. Because
of the shallowness of both
rivers, it was difficult for ships
of any significant draught to
move up river and load with
coal from the place where the
coal reached the riverside.
Thus the need for shallowdraught keels to transport the
coal to the waiting ships. The
keelmen formed a close-knit
and colourful community on both rivers until their eventual demise late in the nineteenth century.
Early keels were propelled with a single large oar, handled by all the crew except the skipper; they
had no rudder, and were steered by a second oar or "swape" over the stern. The crew worked with the
flow of the river tides where practicable. Later the oars were supplemented by a single mast with a
square sail attached to a yardarm, and latterly with a large spritsail and staysail, though the oars were
still used to row when the wind was not favourable. There were also two eighteen-foot, iron-shod
poles ("puoys") for polling the keel through any shallows. The floor of the hold was only two feet
below the gunwale to allow for easy loading. The coal was piled high above the top of the hold with
wooden boards used to prevent the cargo from sliding.
Each keel was manned by a skipper, two crewmen and a
boy. As the railways started to take away the keelmen's
trade, most skippers discontinued the employment of a
boy in order to save on their salary. The two crewmen
were invariably called the 'bullies' ("bully" here meaning
"brother", "comrade"). Many keels had a small aftercabin or "huddick", fitted with a stove, where the crew could sleep if necessary.
Keelmen loaded coal into the keel's hold from a "spout" or
riverside chute. The keel would then be taken down river on
the ebb tide using oars, or sail if the wind was favourable, and
taken alongside the waiting collier where the crew would shovel
the coal into the collier, working even after darkness. After
loading the keelmen would return for another load if there was
daytime left and tides allowed. They were paid by the "tide";
i.e. by each trip between the ship and the staith, irrespective of
distance. By the mid 19th century the usual fee was one guinea,
including loading, which the keel's owner would split amongst
the three crew in nearly equal shares, retaining only around 8d.
per tide over and above the other shares. Before the railways began to harm the trade, a keel owner
would expect to make around ten "tides" a week.
The Tyneside keelmen were employed by the Newcastle Hostmen and were often in dispute with their
employers. One grievance held by the keelmen was that the Hostmen, in order to avoid custom duties,
would deliberately overload the keels. Duty was paid on each keel-load, so that it paid the owner to
load as much coal as possible. This meant that the keel-load gradually increased from 16 tons in 1600
to 21.25 tons in 1695. As the keelmen were paid by the keel-load, they had to work considerably
harder for the same pay. The 1750 strike was also against 'overmeasure', as well as against 'can-money',
the practice of paying part of the keelmen's wages in drink that had to be consumed at ‘can-houses’,

9.
pubs owned by the employers. Keelmen were traditionally bound to employment for a year, the
binding day normally being Christmas Day but employment tended to be seasonal with hardly any work
in winter. The availability of work was often affected by the weather, if ships were unable to come
into the river, and also by the supply of coal from the pits. Strikes might affect output and wily pit
owners would sometimes curtail production to keep prices high. As a result, keelmen could spend
long periods without work, during which they would have to live on credit or find employment in
clearing wrecks and sand banks from the river.
The Tyneside keelmen lived in the Sandgate area, outside the city walls, one of the poorest and most
overcrowded parts of the city, made up of many narrow alleys. John Baillie, writing in the late 18th
century, said that they "live[d] almost entirely upon flesh-meat and flour, of the best kinds, which their
strong exertions in their employment require." They were known by some as a close-knit group of
aggressive, hard-drinking men: John Wesley, after visiting Newcastle, described them as much given
to drunkenness and swearing. Baillie said that this reputation was entirely undeserved: the keelmen
had a "rough" way of expressing themselves, and were loud and vociferous "from the practice of hailing
one another on the river, especially in the night tides", but "they scorn to show what they think incivility
or rudeness to any person". Despite this, in the mid 19th century they were described as "a proverbially
unintelligent, ignorant and intemperate set of men. One keelman, it used to be said, could drink out
three pitmen".
For their Sunday best clothing the keelmen often wore a distinctive blue coat or short blue jacket: this
was accompanied by a flat-brimmed black hat, yellow waistcoat and white shirt, and legwear described
as either slate-grey trousers or blue stockings and flannel breeches. In the 18th century keelmen were
identifiable by the blue bonnet many of them wore at work, later replaced by a sou'wester. The trade
of keelmen tended to be passed on from father to son, the son working as an apprentice on a keel until
considered old enough and strong enough to be a crewman. Most men were unfit to continue the
physically very demanding work into their forties. By 1700 there were 1,600 keelmen working on the
Tyne in 400 keels. Not all were local: there was a significant number of Scottish keelmen who
returned home in the winter when trade was slack. By the mid-nineteenth century, less than a fifth of
the pits on the Tyne and Wear were using keels to load coal. The introduction of coal staiths and steam
tugs had already severely diminished the number of keelmen. The new docks with their efficient coal
loading facilities brought the final demise of the keels and the men who worked them. The last few
keels survived until the closing years of the 19th century, though by 1889 a writer noted that though
some keelmen were still carrying out coal loading, "steamboats now do the work; keels are towed to
and from the ships.”
In 1699 the keelmen of Newcastle decided to
build the Keelmen's Hospital, a charitable
foundation for sick and aged keelmen and
their families. The keelmen agreed to
contribute one penny a tide from the wages
of each keel's crew and Newcastle
Corporation made land available in
Sandgate. The hospital was completed in
1701 at a cost of £2,000. It consisted of fifty
chambers giving onto a cloister enclosing a
grass court. One matter of contention relating
to the hospital was that the funds for its
maintenance were kept in the control of the
Hostmen, lest they be used as a strike fund by the keelmen. The building is now on the Heritage at
Risk register.
The second half of the nineteenth century was a time of rapid industrial growth on Tyneside and
Wearside, so that the keelmen would be readily absorbed within other industries. They are now just a
distant memory with little to remind us of them, apart from the Keelmen's Hospital that still stands in
Newcastle and the well known local song, "The Keel Row". (Information from Wikipedia.)

10.
Please ignore the page numbers at the bottom of pages 10, 11 and 12 (from Synod’s Footsteps)
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12.

13.

Here are some photos from the February
Student evening – the theme was Pancakes.
There are also to be three pre-sessional
Tuesday evenings for international
students, during the summer months of
July, August and September. These are
occasions when students with limited
English language skills are being supported
and assessed by the University prior to
enrolment. Our involvement is to offer a
friendly welcome to Durham and to assist
their understanding of our language. Help
is always wanted from our congregation to
host these events. Our schedule for TUESDAY meetings for the 2019-2020 programme is:
6.30 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. start, until 9.30 p.m.
Socials with Students 2019-2020 – Offers of help to David and Janet Thornborrow.
Date
Theme
Catering and/or food theme
22nd October 2019 Welcome to Durham
Things to do & places to go
Biscuits, tea, coffee juice
12th November
2019

Dark Nights, Shadows of the Past &
Lighter Times

Apples, scones & bakes
Pyrotechnics

3rd December
2019 *May be at
Josephine Butler
21st January
2020

Christmas: a time for hopes, preparations
& reflections

Christmas treats
Games

Celebrating a New Year : moving on &
looking ahead

Burns Night cuisine &
alternative fayre

18th February
2020

Pancakes! Pancakes! Pancakes!

Pancakes

10th March
2020

The circle of life & Easter

Eggs (to decorate)
Chocolate bunny
Simnel cake
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ROTAS - SUNDAYS - PREACHERS - MARCH AND APRIL 2019

March
2019

3rd
Pauline
James

10th
Revd. John
Durell
Communion

17th
Revd. Alan
Middleton
Church
AGM

24th
Cathy
Leggett

April
2019

7th
Pauline
James

14th
Revd.
Margaret Lunt
and Mr.
Robert Lunt

21st
Mr. Bernard
Lee
Easter
Communion

28th
Miss
Dorothy
Thomson

31st
Mrs.
Jill Lee

ELDERS AND DOOR DUTIES – MARCH AND APRIL 2019
ELDERS
March 2019

April 2019

DOOR DUTIES

3rd

Mrs. J. Sarsfield

Mrs. K. Clasper

10th

Mr. S. Ogilvie

Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson

17th

Mr. R. Todd

Mrs. H. Todd

24th

Mrs. K. Ogilvie

Mrs. H. Cockburn

31st

Mrs. Y. Melville

Mr. S. Ogilvie

7th

Mr. D. Shirer

Mr. M. Reay

14th

Mrs. J. Thornborrow

Mrs. W. Surtees

21st

Mrs. K. Clasper

Miss B. Tinsley

28th

Mrs. H. Cockburn

Mrs. K. Clasper

If in doubt about your duties any Sunday, please check the list on the Vestibule notice board.
Please remember – You are responsible for arranging your own replacement.

ELDERS’ MEETINGS (1st Wednesday of month) at 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 6th MARCH 2019
WEDNESDAY 3rd APRIL 2019
PROPERTY COMMITTEE (usually 3rd MONDAY of month) at 2 p.m.
But meet as arranged between the Committee Members
North Carolina - (A question of accents?)
A man in North Carolina had a flat tire, pulled off on the side of the road, and proceeded to put a
bouquet of flowers in front of the car and one behind it. Then he got back in the car to wait.
A passerby studied the scene as he drove by, and was so curious he turned around and went back.
He asked the fellow what the problem was. The man replied, "I got a flat tahr.”
The passerby asked, "But what’s with the flowers?"
The man responded, "When you break down they tell you to put flares in the front and flares in the
back. I never did understand it neither."

15.

FLOWER ROTA – MARCH AND APRIL 2019
SUPERVISOR each month is Mrs. J. Graham
March
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

April

Mrs. H. Cockburn
VACANCY
Mrs. L. Thomson
VACANCY
VACANCY

7th
14th
21st
28th

Mr. D. Mackay
Mrs. D. Jackson
Mrs. F. Waller
Mrs. W. Surtees

To provide flowers where there is a Vacancy, or join the Flower Rota,
or donate to the Flower Fund, please contact Mrs. Jean Graham.

COFFEE ROTA – MARCH AND APRIL 2019
March
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

April
Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley
Win Surtees, Kath Ogilvie
Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson
Fred Robinson
Fiona Bowater, Malcolm Reay

7th
14th
21st
28th

Janet Thornborrow, Judy Banister
Heather Todd, Margaret Munro
Yvonne Melville, Jean Graham
Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley

Please decide and agree on who is responsible for bringing the milk.
You are responsible for arranging your own replacement.
_________________________________________________________________________________
A little boy was doing his math homework. He said to himself,
"Two plus five, that son of a bitch is seven. Three plus six, that son of a bitch is nine..."
His mother heard what he was saying and gasped, "What are you doing?"
The little boy answered, "I'm doing my math homework, Mom."
"And this is how your teacher taught you to do it?" the mother asked. "Yes," he answered.
Infuriated, the mother asked the teacher the next day, "What are you teaching my son in math?"
The teacher replied, "Right now, we are learning addition."
The mother asked, "And are you teaching them to say two plus two, that son of a bitch is four?"
After the teacher stopped laughing, she answered,
"What I taught them was, two plus two, THE SUM OF WHICH, is four."

A DONKEY’S PERSPECTIVE …
1. I stood bewildered on the street,
Listening to patters of hundreds of feet,
My master had tethered me near to a tree,
I peeped through its branches where I could
see.
2. Two men then suddenly stood at my side,
Untethered my harness, and started to guide
Me, towards a tall man with so lovely a face,
It filled me with awe at its goodness and grace.
3. I had never been ridden, no never before,
So was strangely excited down to the core,
The tall man gently climbed on to my back,
Then slowly he steered me on the right track.
4. The City was filled with people that day,
Waving palm branches along the way,
Hosanna, they shouted, as if to a king,
Who would be their answer to everything.
I suddenly realised I was His throne,
The man on my back was king alone,
King of this universe he had made,
The work of his fingers were stars displayed.

5. But why had he become a man?
Was He fulfilling some great plan?
Where was he going upon this day?
Why were they shouting along the way?
6. They spread out branches on the way,
As if they were cheering hip hip hooray,
Our journey suddenly came to an end,
And I lost sight of my new found friend.
7. But the story goes, he was unjustly tried,
Mocked, and flogged, then crucified,
For love of men who loved him not,
The Lord for whom his world forgot,
Then on the third day, he arose,
And conquered death with all its foes,
For men and women who believe,
His great salvation will receive.
8. Have you noticed each donkey wears a
cross?
To remind mankind of a terrible loss.
But it also speaks of triumphant gain,
That King Jesus will one day come to reign.

[FROM “Captured by love” – A collection of Poems by Dorothy Anderson]
[in aid of Tearfund and used here by kind permission of the author.]

