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2.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Ministerial Services – Anyone requiring the services of a Minister should contact
their own Elder who will make enquiries on their behalf.
Time of Sunday Services – 10.45 a.m.
_________________________________________________________________________________
WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS –
Please forward details of items and events for the weekly notice sheets to Peter Galloway –
email pagalloway@hotmail.com or mobile phone number 07 763 912 670.
_________________________________________________________________________________
COPY DATE FOR THE SEPTEMBER REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 19th AUGUST 2018.
_________________________________________________________________________________
The Afternoon Tea at John and Hillian Durell’s home on 8th July raised £350 for the Church
Projects. Thank you to everyone who supported this event and a huge “Thank you” to Hillian and
John for all their hard work in the heatwave and for their warm welcome.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Janet and David Thornborrow thank everyone who helped at, or supported, their
Coffee Morning on Friday 20th July.
The sum of £241.50p was raised for our Church Projects.
[Thank you to Janet and David for opening their home for this event.]
_________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT EVENINGS …
will take place in the Church Hall on 7th August and 4th September, 2018. These two are presessional. Any offers of help will be gratefully received by Janet and David Thornborrow who can
provide more information.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Student Nights
To re-cap > The student experience with Waddington Street URC has tended to begin with the “presessional” visits by international students in July, August or September. We offer Church fellowship
but also promote a series of monthly themed nights beginning in October and ending at Easter, after
which the students become either preoccupied with exams or the temptations of the outdoors and/or
visiting places beyond Durham.
The pre-sessional events aim to make students feel welcome among local people outside their college
environment. We talk about the things that are happening in and around the City and invite them to
share the customs and traditions from their home towns and countryside; this exchange continues
then into the autumn, winter and spring. Throughout our year we dip into festivals and north country
rituals, sharing food and occasionally, entertainment, that has a special significance of time and place
in the calendar. Attendance is very variable, not least because of the weather and the pressures of
coursework. We have, however, had a number of regular visitors and as well as students from South
America, China and Estonia, we have some from our English regions.
Over the years this has developed into a different kind of outreach and church members have been
very generous with their own time and support. This has also fostered the bonds of our home-grown
fellowship. The University also provide support and are keen that we continue to sponsor this activity.
David Thornborrow

3.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AND CHURCH NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH WALK on Saturday 21st July - Thrislington & Ferryhill Station (From West Cornforth )
Some of those who shared the day out.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t miss the ART AUCTION & SALE - Thursday 30th August 2018
in Waddington Street United Reformed Church, Durham.
Open from 6.30 p.m. for sale of artworks.
Come and browse our original works!
Auction of larger and dearer items 7.30 p.m.
Coffee/tea and cake available from 6.30 p.m.
A donation is requested for entry and refreshments
All proceeds in aid of Waddington Street Resource Centre.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Church Library
The Church Library is contained in the bookshelves which are now to be
found at the rear of the Church having recently been moved from their
former location in the vestibule.
The books can be borrowed by any member of the congregation but
please enter the title of the borrowed book, your name and the date in the
Record Book which can be found in the right hand corner of the top shelf of the book-case. On
returning the book, please record the date against your name in the original entry in the Record Book.
On my recent audit of the Library, a number of books were found to be missing and also a number of
books had been added to the collection. Many thanks to the people who have donated these books
and if you should find a book with a Waddington Street Church Library label attached to it among
your collection of books at home, it would be appreciated if you could return it to the Church Library
shelves. Many thanks for your co-operation.
Doris Jackson

4.
Notes from the Elders’ Meeting held on Wednesday 4 July 2018
1. Apologies for Absence : Kathleen Clasper, Janet Thornborrow and Ruth Cranfield.
2. The minutes of the last meeting held on 6 June 2018 were accepted as a true record and signed.
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)
Item 3b – Elders’ tree and duties - to be held over to next meeting as Janet has been working
on this and is not here today.
b)
Item 5b – NHS Health trainer – held over to next meeting as Sandy has been unable to make
contact with them due their holiday commitments.
c)
Item 6a – Pastorate Profile – Helen and Yvonne updated the meeting to say that all documents
had been submitted, the joint profile is being put together and everything to go forward to the Synod
pastoral meeting on 30 July. A successful meeting had been held with all 6 churches in the ‘Durham
/Gateshead Group (as we will now be known). We were advised that Crook wished to be included but
this should not alter where we are with our process as they are not yet in a state of vacancy.
d)
Item 7 – Meeters and Greeters – It was agreed to advise everyone of the need to help the Duty
Elder with ‘meeting and greeting’ on a Sunday. After discussion it was agreed to advertise for
volunteers on the notice sheet on 8 July and Elders were to ask their districts if anyone was interested
in helping.
e)
Item 9 – Church Meeting – 24 People attended the last meeting on 24 June. The church
accounts were agreed and Michele thanked for her precise and easy to understand accounts. It was
noted we have a good attendance at these meetings and our decision making is getting more focused.
4.
District Reports
Reports were given and prayers offered. Sandy raised that Elizabeth Cranfield was celebrating 30
years ministry with her church in Fife, Scotland. The meeting agreed this is a great achievement
today. Sandy had sent greetings with Mrs. Cranfield to Elizabeth on behalf of Waddington Street.
5.
Correspondence
Yvonne read out correspondence from Synod.- A poster about the Tall ships event on 11 -14 July in
Sunderland and events at Roker URC will be displayed in the hall along with a poster from Durham
Area Action Partnership about an event on 18 July at All Saints Church about working in partnership
with other churches and the community.
6.
Weekly Church Giving and Offertory
Michele has drawn our attention from the accounts that the weekly giving is down. Whilst not yet a
problem, as attendance is also down we need to be aware of this and act before it becomes a problem.
David Thornborrow has published an article about giving in the July magazine. If more people give
by standing order then we need to look at the collection element in our service. The meeting agreed to
discuss this and the general ‘giving’ situation at Elders in September with the view to raising ‘giving’
with the members at the September Church meeting.
7.
The Church Bookcase / library
The meeting was advised that this is not being used. The recent audit revealed 8 books are missing or
have not been signed out. It was agreed to put a notice in the Review about these facilities and the
missing books.
8.
A.O.B. - General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
Helen circulated copies of the Data Protection Policy put together from the URC Synod draft policy.
Everyone present read and discussed the document. Every Elder is to get a copy. After discussion it
was agreed we hold our documents securely and deal with them appropriately. The meeting agreed to
look at the information held when we update the next Directory (every 3 years) The meeting also
agreed to review all policies and documents at the March meetings each year to ensure compliance.
The fire procedures/checks and Health and Safety policy to be reviewed at the next Elders’ meeting.
9.
Next Meeting – Wednesday 5 September 2018 at 7 p.m. Kathleen Ogilvie to chair and
minute taker will be Janet Thornborrow. The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.

5.
EDITOR’S LETTER
DEAR READERS,
Gala Theatre treats we
have enjoyed recently
include an excellent
spirited production of
“Kiss Me Kate” by
Durham Musical
Theatre Company.
I also saw “Little
Women”, which was
good but the casting
was strange as one of
the Little Women
looked about 40!

“Rhythm of the Dance” by the National Dance Company of Ireland was a very colourful, lively,
skilled and exciting performance. The dancers and the musicians were outstanding.
As part of the Durham Streets of Brass Festival, the Scottish
Swing Orchestra and the Brass Hollywood Chorus in “Brass
goes to Hollywood” were amazing. It was good to see our
own Sue Robinson perform in both “Kiss Me Kate” and
“Brass goes to Hollywood”.
There is such a variety of wonderful entertainment available
on our doorstep thanks to the Gala Theatre.
There are Vacancies on the Rota for supplying the Church flowers on
2nd, 9th and 23rd September. Anyone interested in filling any of the
slots should speak to Jean Graham.
If you would like to share some news, or photos from holidays or events,
or provide an interesting article, please send them to me.
Lucille Thomson
The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 2nd September 2018.
Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052 or e-mail
lesthomson@talktalk.net - no later than NOON on Sunday 19th August 2018.

6.

A Chapel in My House?
or, Did Pugin walk on my floor-boards? (or, why I might not be in your pulpit for a few months.....)
When I moved into my house 14 years ago, I thought I'd found a little gem of a cottage, just right for
me, neither too big, nor too small, very convenient for town and close to a bus route. No.8, Aldin
Grange Hall looked very ordinary: a small terraced cottage, set back from the 'C' road which goes up
to Ushaw College through Bearpark. On my first viewing, I felt the floor uneven beneath the thick
living room carpet, and in the kitchen a patterned tile floor spoke of Victorian practicality. The living
room fireplace, though, had no alcoves on either side - very un-Victorian. Even more intriguing was
the ceiling-high recess on the opposite wall, which beckoned welcomingly with tapered reveals.
Clearly, this house had history.
Of course, I bought the cottage, and became its first owner-occupier since the Hall was broken up into
individual cottages by a developer in or around 1900. Soon, all the boxes and cases were delivered
and had been unpacked. It was then that I
noticed the beam-ends on my outside wall,
poking fully 2-inches out into thin air, for all the
world as if some carpenter had knocked-off and
gone home, never to return and finish the job.
There were five beams, each six inches square
in section, and spaced so far apart they couldn't
possibly hold up my bedroom floor with any
degree of rigidity. Why were they there?
Well, time goes on, bills must be paid and jobs found. TLS took me from a pure-based Christian to
one preaching every month or so at URCs in the region. Time passed, but those beams .... what were
they? In 2013, the answer began to emerge. This was the year my gas boiler broke down, and the
installation of a brand-new "Vaillant" gas combi-boiler brought great rejoicing. After the technicians
had left, the clearing up began, and this meant re-papering the bedroom alcove where the old hotwater tanks had been.

What my tidying up revealed can be seen in the photo. The pattern is a repeating gold fleur-de-lis in
a square border on a deep blue ground. At each corner is a red rose. This style covers the wall from
skirting board to picture rail, and above this is a frieze, badly damaged, but showing the date
MDCCCXLI - 1841. I couldn't help but feel that this was not the kind of wall decoration the average
person would choose for his or her bedroom. Enquiries through Ushaw College revealed that the
family occupying the Hall in the middle of the 19th century were the Taylors, Roman Catholics from
Esh, who gave money to the seminary in the form of vestment and plate.

7.
Bowes museum were a little slower to respond to my emails but, at the beginning of 2017, I was
given the contact details of an expert at the University of Cumbria who could help. He identified the
wallpaper as 'Fleur de Lis and Rose', a design by AWN Pugin which was published in 1844 in his
book "Glossary of Ecclesiastical Ornament". It is likely to have been stencilled in situ by local
craftsmen in the 1840's, though as Augustus Pugin was at that time in conversations with Ushaw
College about a new chapel there, and a list of subscribers to the project, called the Liber Vitae, was
drawn up between 1844 and 1847, it is just possible that the artist and designer himself stayed here to
pay his respects to the Taylor family. The meaning of the Frieze, which is executed in black and red
ink in high gothic (very Pugin) script, will be more difficult to discover. It may be a memorial date of
some sort - a consecration, or family baptism perhaps.
As the floor-boards in my bedroom had to be taken up as new gas-pipes were laid, I had experts
assess my beams. They turned out to be of oak, and seemed to be 'second-hand', having curious
notches and bevels cut in them, and indicating that some redundant local building had been scavenged
in order to create my own part of Aldin Grange Hall. This was certainly before 1780, as a map in the
Cathedral archives shows Aldin Grange Hall much smaller than it is now, with two wings in an 'L'
shape; my house being at the corner where the two wings meet.
I contacted the Nottingham Tree-Ring Dating Laboratory. Had my beams been made of ordinary
pine, I would not have had the exciting results that came back two weeks later. To assess the age of a
sample of pine - the more usual timber in domestic buildings - one needs to measure at least 80
growth rings to achieve a reliable assessment of the years over which it was growing. In contrast,
oak, being a slow-growing hard wood, gives clearly defined growth rings. The gentleman who came
up from Nottingham one Thursday morning in August had no difficulty obtaining the required
samples, each with the 55 rings required for a reliable date. He drilled for four hours, filling the
house with the aroma of wood smoke. The stick-like samples he obtained were planed and polished;
the width of each ring was then measured and the resulting data compared to a national database.
The results were astounding. They showed that each tree had grown side-by-side in or near Bearpark.
They had sprouted in or around 1405, and had been felled in or around 1535. It's quite a thought that
my beams had been quietly growing throughout the reigns of Henries IV, V, VI and the Wars of the
Roses. They had been recording in their rings the summer heat and the winter storms that fell on
Edward IV and the battles of Barnet and Tewkesbury and the murder of Henry VI in the Tower of
London. They spanned the lives of Henry V, Richard III, and Henry VII. Over their 130 years, they
drew in the same air as Martin Luther, as he nailed his 95 theses on the door at Wittenberg in 1517,
and they were mature and ready to fell at the accession of Henry VIII. They stood long enough to
witness his becoming father to Elizabeth I through Anne Boleyn, his excommunication by the Pope,
and his subsequent establishment of the Church of England.
This is surely enough history for one house-holder, is it not? No!! Building work continued and
uncovered an old plaster wall, woodworm eaten, and showing beneath it further pieces of wallpaper
which may be 18th century, very old for something as ephemeral as wall decoration. Fortunately,
Historic England have given me details of wallpaper conservators who may be able to tell me more
about this piece, such as who designed it, and where it was manufactured.
And finally - last but certainly not least - the Cathedral archives give information about the sale of
Aldin Grange Hall in 1862. Among the accommodation listed is a 'small chapel or oratory'. Could it
have been located in that part of the old mansion which is now my bedroom, where the fleur de lis
and the high gothic frieze still hang in my alcove? I suspect so. Only time, and more research will
decide the matter. If it turns out to be the case that the Taylor family did hold services of prayer and
worship in the upstairs of my house, then its status within the Catholic community must be
ascertained. Was it consecrated? Would Ushaw College, with whom Aldin Grange Hall is now
inextricably linked, feel it appropriate to hold some services here? These are questions for the future,
and for prayer.

8.
And so, with English Heritage's request to me to 'make the historical evidence available to view (to
interested parties)' still ringing in my ears, and with more and more history emerging which links my
house to a community worshipping here, I must ask people, if they find themselves thinking: 'where's
Helen Cooper? She hasn't preached here for a while.', to consider that I may be on a God-inspired
sabbatical: either in a dusty archive, or an even dustier 8, Aldin Grange Hall!!
Helen Cooper
[Helen Cooper has pointed out that, with regard to this article and the photographs it contains,
“The usual copyright conditions apply: please do not share the photos or the text - except through the
magazine article of course - any requests for copies should be referred to me as copyright owner.
Helen Cooper] [This means that those who normally can use anything from The Review would
need to apply to Helen if they wish to use any part of this article. Editor]

The hand-written description given to those interested in buying Aldin Grange, when it went up for
sale in 1862. It reads: "To be let and entered upon immediately
The mansion House of Aldin Grange in the County of Durham with the lawn, gardens, stables, etc
and with or without fifteen acres of good pasture & meadow land or any portion of it immediately
contiguous to the house. It contains dining and drawing rooms & breakfast room or library two
kitchens dairy etc 4 bedrooms 2 servants rooms good garden orchard stabling and coachouse. There is
a small chapel or oratory in the house. Aldin Grange is delightfully situate within two miles of the
city of Durham and of the new station about to be opened there on the North Eastern railway and a
like distance from St Cuthberts College at Ushaw. It is near the Kennels in the best part of the
country hunt by the Durham County Fox and Hounds.
The house is in thorough repair and the whole of the grounds & premises in perfect order
For terms & Further particulars apply to Mr W Allen Solicitor. Worcester."
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Steve Jobs, CEO of Apple, wrote - “The Seven Best Doctors are:
1. GOD
2. Sunlight
3. Rest
4. Exercise
5. Diet
6. Self Confidence
7. Friends.”

9.

DURHAM POINTERS.
Dave Carter, Chair of
Durham Pointers, writes:
“On Friday 18th May
myself, together with other
committee members and a
few Pointers, attended
County Hall where we met
with the then Durham
County Council Chairman,
Councillor Bill Kellett, in
reception. The DCC
Chairman's Medal for
outstanding voluntary
services was duly presented
to me on behalf of Durham
Pointers by Councillor
Kellett, and group
photographs followed on the
entrance steps. We then
all retired to the Chairman's office where a lovely buffet lunch awaited us, after which a very sociable
hour of discussion and conversation ensued. Councillor Kellett bade us farewell with words of
appreciation for the tremendous work carried out by Durham Pointers and wished us all the very best
for the future.”
[Although this event was in May, I thought it would be of interest to anyone who has seen the
Pointers (in pink vests) in Durham Market Place assisting visitors to the city, particularly on the
recent University Open Day when thousands of extra people came to Durham City. Editor]
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Kitchen Prayer – Klara Munkes
Lord of pots and pans and things,
Since I’ve not time to be –
A saint by doing lovely things
Or watching late with Thee
Of dreaming in the dawn’s light or storming Heaven’s gate,
Make me a saint of getting meals and washing up the plates.
Although I must have Martha’s hands, I have a Mary’s mind,
And when I shine the shoes and boots, Thy sandals Lord I find.
I think of how you trod the earth whenever I scrub the floor.
Accept this meditation Lord, I haven’t time for more.
Warm all the kitchen with Thy love, and light it with Thy peace.
Forgive me all my worrying and make my grumbling cease.
Thou who didst love and give men food, in room or by the sea,
Accept this service that I do, I do it unto Thee.
[Item from Portree Parish Church of Scotland Church Magazine, used with permission.]
_________________________________________________________________________________
When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world. (John Muir)

10.
[2 pages from the July/August extended Footsteps – the Newsletter of Northern Synod. Disregard
the number at the bottom of the pages. The full 9 pages are available on the website.]

[Never look down on anyone unless you are helping them up.]

11.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Quotes:
The most important trip you may take in life is meeting people halfway. ~Henry Boyle~
Treat everyone with politeness, even those who are rude to you,
not because they are nice but because you are.

12.

Waddington Street URC - Safeguarding Policy Statement
The following statement has been agreed by the leadership and Church meeting of Waddington
Street, Durham, United Reformed Church.
This church is committed to the safeguarding of children and adults at risk, and to ensuring
their well-being.
We believe that all children and adults at risk should know that they are valued within the church
and may safely enjoy and have access to every aspect of the life of the church.
We respect the personal dignity and rights of children and adults at risk and will ensure that our
policies and procedures reflect this.
We recognise that we all have a responsibility to help prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse
and neglect of children under 18 years of age.
We recognise that we all have a responsibility to help prevent the physical, sexual, psychological,
emotional, financial, discriminatory abuse and neglect of adults at risk.
We recognise that domestic abuse affects both adults and children and believe that domestic abuse
in all its forms is unacceptable and inconsistent with a Christian way of living.
We will report any abuse of children or adults at risk that we discover or reasonably suspect.
• Where an allegation suggests that a criminal offence may have been committed, the police will be
contacted as a matter of urgency.
We recognise that Children's Services has responsibility for investigating all allegations or
suspicions of abuse where there are concerns about a child, and that Adult Services do so
for adults at risk.
We acknowledge that Local Authority Designated Officers (LADOs) have responsibility for
dealing with all allegations and concerns about people working with children, whether paid
or voluntary workers, lay or ordained.
We recognise that safeguarding is a whole church responsibility.
We are committed to:
• The establishment of a loving environment, which is safe and caring, and where there is an
informed vigilance about the dangers of abuse.
Following the relevant legislation, statutory, denominational and specialist guidelines relating to
safeguarding children or adults at risk.
Ensuring that we keep up to date with national and local developments relating to safeguarding.
Building constructive links with the relevant Voluntary and Statutory Authorities.
• Taking all reasonable steps to ensure that as a church, everyone works within the agreed
procedures of our safeguarding policies.
Supporting the Safeguarding Co-ordinator and Deputy in their work and in any action they may
need to take in order to protect children and adults at risk.
Following safer recruitment principles in the appointment and selection of all those who work with
children and adults at risk, be they volunteer or paid staff, lay or ordained.
Supporting, supervising, resourcing and training all those who undertake work with children and
adults at risk.
Ensuring that the children and adults that we have contact with know they are valued and feel
empowered to tell us if they are suffering harm
Reporting any abuse of children or adults at risk that we discover or reasonably suspect.
Supporting all those in our church who are affected by abuse.
Supporting and supervising those who pose a risk to children or adults at risk, implementing
contracts of behaviour, whilst bearing in mind the overarching principle that the welfare of the
person at risk is paramount.
If an assessment is made that someone poses an unmanageable risk to those in need of protection
and could not safely attend our church, we will ensure that they continue to be offered pastoral
care and will signpost them to appropriate agencies for support.
Waddington Street URC June 2018

13.
OUT AND ABOUT with URCHIN
If I remember rightly, June was a great month! Your scribe watched all three of the rugby matches
against South Africa when England lost the first two after early leads but, given a wet pitch, won the
third test much to your scribe’s delight. Your scribe also watched the three England World Cup games.
The matches against Columbia and Sweden and then the quarter final will be watched in Benidorm
with holiday makers who made their own noisy atmosphere which included the singing of the National
Anthem but the semi-final was watched at home – perhaps that is why we lost to Croatia, where there
are only 4 million people, who beat England where there are ten or so times the number of people. But
the young team did us proud! Your scribe also watched when the English cricket team defeated the
Australians in the final match of the one-day series and won the series 5-0 and then Lewis Hamilton
won the French Grand Prix. Heady times to be enjoyed!
In the Northern Hemisphere, the summer solstice, the longest day, was on Thursday 21st June and, with
summer skies smiling down on us, we are now on the gentle downward slope. Midsummer’s Day was
the 24th June. Your scribe writes on 25th June and that day is 6 months from Christmas – can you believe
it!
We left this parched and pleasant land for Spain on Monday 2nd July and we ended up in Benidorm for
9 nights of hedonism in our usual 4* All Inclusive hotel and we returned on Wednesday 11th July. It
was the first time we had visited Benidorm and we will return next year at the same time. Surprise was
shown when it was known that we were going there but, at this time of the year, it is only a Spanish
town with a long sandy beach, an old town and a flat promenade. The sun shone before we went and
shone after we got back until the 16th of July, on which day it rained. It reminded me of 1976 the year
when John was born and the sun shone for weeks and weeks before it rained and your scribe stood
outside in that welcome rain. John is coming over from Vancouver in Canada for a week at the end of
July. Beer will be drunk, me thinks.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Isn’t it FUNNY???
Funny how a £5 note “looks” so big when you take it to church, but so small when you take it to the
shopping centre.
Funny how long it takes to serve God for an hour, but how quickly a team plays 90 minutes of
football.
Funny how we can’t think of anything to say when we pray, but don’t have any trouble thinking of
things to say to a friend.
Funny how we get thrilled when a football game goes into extra time, but complain when a sermon is
longer than the regular time.
Funny how hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a bestselling novel.
Funny how people want to get a front row seat at any game or concert, but scramble to get a back seat
at church services.
Funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks advance notice to fit a church event into our schedule, but can
adjust our schedule for other events at the last moment.
Funny how hard it is for people to learn a simple gospel passage well enough to tell others, but how
simple it is for the same people to understand and repeat gossip.
Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.
Funny how everyone want to go to heaven provided they do not have to believe, or to think, or to say,
or do anything.
Funny how you can send a thousand ‘jokes’ through e-mail and they spread like wildfire, but when
you start sending messages regarding Jesus, people think twice about sharing.
FUNNY, ISN’T IT? Are you laughing? Are you thinking? Spread the word and give thanks to the
Lord for He is good.
[From Portree Parish Church of Scotland Church Magazine – used with permission.]

14.

Romance, marriage and all that stuff – the way children see it …
Q. How do you decide whom to marry?
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like it that
you like sports, and she should keep the crisps and dip coming. (Alan, age 10)
No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry. God decides it all way
before, and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with. (Kirsten, age 10)
Q. What is the right age to get married?
23 is the best age because you know the person FOREVER by then. (Camille, age 10)
No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. (Freddie, age 6)
Q. How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids. (Derrick, age 8)
Q. What do you think your mum and dad have in common?
Both don’t want any more kids. (Lori, age 8)
Q. What do most people do on a date?
Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even boys have
something to say, if you listen long enough. (Lynnette, age 8) (Isn’t she a treasure?)
On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested enough to go for a
second date. (Martin, age 10)
Q. What would you do on a first date that was turning sour?
I’d run home and play dead. The next day I would call all the newspapers and make sure they wrote
about me in all the dead columns. (Craig, age 9)
Q. When is it okay to kiss someone?
When they’re rich. (Pam, age 7)
The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t want to mess with that. (Curt, age 7)
The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with them.
It’s the right thing to do. (Howard, age 8)

15.
MINUTES OF THE CHURCH MEETING HELD ON 24th JUNE 2018
Present – 17. Apologies – 9
1. Sandy Ogilvie welcomed everyone to the Meeting which opened with prayers.
2. The Minutes of the March Meeting were accepted as a true record.
3. Matters arising a. Helen Cockburn explained that delays had been caused as a result of the joining of the new
grouping by the two Gateshead churches. Crook had also expressed a wish to enter the group, but it
had been decided to stick with the six churches initially and consider Crook’s request at a later date.
The Meeting unanimously agreed to leave the Durham Mission Partnership, which now ceased to
exist, and become part of “The Durham and Gateshead Group in the Northern Synod”.
b. The Accounts For The Year Ended 31st December 2017 had now been examined by the checkers
who were delighted by the clarity of the accounts and their presentation. We were in good shape
financially and the hiring out of the premises gave us a very useful income, but we needed to bear in
mind that our numbers were diminishing and that this would inevitably have financial implications.
Win Surtees asked what exactly the Reserve Fund was and Sandy Ogilvie explained that Synod
required each church to have this fund available in case of an unexpected financial problem. The
Meeting accepted the accounts and expressed its gratitude for the continuous excellent hard work of
our Treasurer, Michèle, throughout the year.
4. The Elders have suggested that it would be a good idea to have some “Meeters and Greeters” to
arrive at church on a Sunday morning at 10.15 in order to welcome people and assist those who were
on duty. The Meeting welcomed this suggestion and it was agreed to draw up a rota of volunteers.
5. Yvonne Melville announced the she and Janet Sarsfield had drawn up a Safeguarding Policy as
required by law based on the United Reformed Church’s template and with the cooperation of the
Synod Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Geraldine Sands. This policy applies only to our church, but every
organisation which makes use of our premises will need to have produced its own policy. This
requirement will be made clear on the booking form. It was agreed that our policy should be printed
in The Review so that everyone is aware of it and that it should be displayed on a notice board
alongside Fire and Health and Safety Policies. The Meeting thanked Yvonne and Janet for their work.
6. Helen Cockburn has looked into the new General Data Protection Regulations and has produced a
draft policy. All of the personal information we hold should be held securely and used only for the
purposes for which it was intended. The Meeting thanked Helen for her work.
7. A.O.B.
a. The dates of the next three Church Meetings were given.
b. Win. Surtees noted that Bibles were missing from some of the chairs in the sanctuary. This
problem is being attended to.
c. Helen Cooper suggested that we make contact with the students who will be moving into the new
accommodation which is being built near our church. Sandy Ogilvie felt that there would be no
difficulty in doing this and suggested that Helen consult David Thornborrow over the matter.
d. Freda Waller wondered whether the Property Group were aware that the men working on the new
student accommodation had noticed that there was a tree growing out of the church tower. Kath
Ogilvie explained that the Property Group was aware of this and were assessing the best way forward.
The Meeting closed with the Grace.

16.

SS Great Britain
in dry dock at Bristol in 2005.
(Text - Wikipedia.)
(Interior Photos C. & C. Hope)
SS Great Britain is a museum ship and
former passenger steamship, which was
advanced for her time. She was the
longest passenger ship in the world from
1845 to 1854. She was designed by
Isambard Kingdom Brunel for the Great
Western
Steamship
Company's
transatlantic service between Bristol and
New York.
While other ships had been built of iron or equipped with a screw propeller, Great Britain was the first
to combine these features in a large ocean-going ship. She was the first iron steamer to cross the
Atlantic, which she did in 1845, in the time of 14 days. The ship is 322 ft (98 m) in length and has a
3,400-ton displacement. She was also provided with secondary sail power. The four decks provided
accommodation for a crew of 120, plus 360 passengers who were provided with cabins, dining, and
promenade saloons.
When launched in 1843, Great Britain was by far the largest vessel afloat. However, her protracted
construction and high cost (instead of the expected £70,000 it cost £117,000) had left her owners in a
difficult financial position, and they were forced out of business in 1846 having spent all their funds refloating the ship after she was run aground at Dundrum Bay after a navigational error. In 1852 she
was sold for salvage and repaired. Great Britain carried thousands of immigrants to Australia from
1852 until converted to sail in 1881. Three years later, she was retired to the Falkland Islands where
she was used as a warehouse, quarantine ship and coal hulk until scuttled in 1937.
In 1970, following a cash donation by Sir Jack Hayward that paid for the vessel to be towed back to the
UK, Great Britain was returned to the Bristol dry dock where she was built. Now listed as part of the
National Historic Fleet, she is an award-winning visitor attraction and museum ship in Bristol Harbour,
with between 150,000 and 200,000 visitors annually.

17.
Entertainment Quiz …
1 “Start spreading the news, I’m leaving today” are the opening lines of which song?
2 In which television programme was “I don’t believe it” a catchphrase?
3 You Give Love a Bad Name and Livin’ on a Prayer were early hits for which band?
4 What was the surname of Del Boy and Rodney in Only Fools and Horses?
5 In which year was a cinematic Space Odyssey set?
6 Who was the lead singer of T. Rex?
7 Which silent movie actor created “The Little Tramp” character?
8 In which film does the line “Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore” appear?
9 Who plays Lewis in Morse and its spin-off, Lewis?
10 What is Indiana Jones’s profession?
11 Which policeman was at the centre of the Pink Panther movies?
12 Which musical instruments are also called Kettledrums?
13 Some Enchanted Evening and There is Nothing Like a Dame are songs from which musical?
14 Which long-running Australian series is set in Summer Bay?
15 In which film does a farmer played by Kevin Costner build a baseball diamond in his cornfield?
16 Fox Mulder and Dana Scully were the main characters in which television series?
17 Which former schoolteacher from Neath has become a big-selling singer?
18 Who played Maximus Decimus Meridius in a 2000 Ridley Scott film?
19 “Who loves ya, baby” was a catchphrase of which lollipop-sucking detective?
20 How many red balloons did Nena take into the pop charts?
21 “Well, here’s another nice mess you’ve gotten me into” is a quote associated with which duo?
22 Which of the Muppets did a stand-up comedy routine which tended not to be particularly good?
23 Which film character said: “My momma always said life was like a box of chocolates… you never
know what you’re gonna get”?
24 In what sort of music might you hear scat singing?
25 Which television series is set in William McKinley High School, Lima, Ohio?
26 With which band did Pete Doherty come to fame?
27 Which soap opera started in 1972, and lost a word from its title in 1989?
28 What started with Sergeant in 1958 and ended with Columbus in 1992?
29 What is the name of the character played by Michael Douglas in the Wall Street films?
30 From which opera does the March of the Toreadors come?
31 Who played the Vicar of Dibley?
32 What are the surnames of the title characters in Romeo and Juliet?
33 Which London thoroughfare shares its name with a 1978 Gerry Rafferty hit?
34 From which animated film did the song Bright Eyes come?
36 What 1976 album gave Jean Michel Jarre his breakthrough?
37 First performed in 1918, who composed The Planets suite?
38 Which 1990 comedy horror film had the tag-line “Eight legs, two fangs and an attitude”?
39 Of which television series was Jack Bauer the protagonist?
40 What connects Sandie Shaw, Lulu, Brotherhood of Man, Bucks Fizz and Katrina and the Waves?

ANSWERS:
1) New York, New York 2) One Foot in the Grave 3) Bon Jovi 4) Trotter 5) 2001
6) Marc Bolan 7) Charlie Chaplin 8) The Wizard of Oz 9) Kevin Whately
10) Archaeologist 11) Inspector Clouseau 12) Timpani 13) South Pacific
14) Home and Away 15) Field of Dreams 16) The X Files 17) Katherine Jenkins
18) Russell Crowe (in Gladiator) 19) Lt Theo Kojak 20) 99 21) Laurel and Hardy
22) Fozzie Bear 23) Forrest Gump 24) Jazz 25) Glee 26) The Libertines
27) Emmerdale (formerly Emmerdale Farm) 28) Carry On Films 29) Gordon Gekko
30) Carmen 31) Dawn French 32) Montague and Capulet 33) Baker Street
34) Watership Down 35) Doctor Zhivago 36) Oxygène 37) (Gustav) Holst
38) Arachnophobia 39) 24 40) They’ve all won the Eurovision Song Contest for the UK
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ROTAS - SUNDAYS - PREACHERS - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2018

August

5th
Revd Kenneth
Yorke

12th
At North Road
Methodist
Church

19th
Revd Peter
Welby

26th
At North Road
Methodist
Church

September

2nd
Mrs. Maranny
Jones

9th
Revd Ruth
Crofton

16th
23rd
Mrs. Frances Revd. Dr.
Proud
Tony Haws

30th
Revd.
Robert
Fisher

ELDERS AND DOOR DUTIES - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2018

August

September

ELDERS

DOOR DUTIES

5th

Mrs. D. Jackson

Mr. S. Ogilvie

12th

AT NORTH ROAD METHODIST CHURCH

19th

Mrs. J. Sarsfield

26th

AT NORTH ROAD METHODIST CHURCH

2nd

Mr. R. Todd

Mrs. H. Todd

9th

Mrs. Y. Melville

Mrs. K. Clasper

16th

Mrs. K. Ogilvie

Mrs. W. Surtees

23rd

Mr. D. Shirer

Dr. M. Munro

30th

Mrs. J. Thornborrow

Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson

Mr. M. Reay

If in doubt about your duties any Sunday, please check the list on the Vestibule notice board.
Please remember – You are responsible for arranging your own replacement.

ELDERS’ MEETINGS (1st Wednesday of month) at 7 p.m.
PLEASE NOTE ELDERS WILL NOT MEET IN AUGUST.
Next meeting will be on WEDNESDAY 5th September 2018
PROPERTY COMMITTEE (usually 3rd MONDAY of month) at 2 p.m.
But meet as arranged between the Committee Members
A comment on alcohol …
“Dear alcohol,
We had a deal that you would make me
prettier, funnier and a better dancer.
I saw the video … we need to talk!”

19.

FLOWER ROTA –

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2018

August – Supervisor Mrs. Jean Graham

September – Supervisor Mrs. J. Graham

5th Mrs. Y. Melville
12th AT NORTH ROAD METHODIST
19th Mr. Ian Graham
26th AT NORTH ROAD METHODIST

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

VACANCY
VACANCY
Mrs. D. Bramwell
Dr. M. Munro
VACANCY

To provide flowers where there is a Vacancy or join the Flower Rota or donate to the Flower Fund,
please contact Mrs. Jean Graham.

COFFEE ROTA – AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2018
August
5th Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson
12th At North Road Methodist Church
19th Fred Robinson, Margaret Munro
26th At North Road Methodist Church

September
2nd Yvonne Melville, Jean Graham
9th Heather Todd
16th Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley
23rd Win Surtees, Kath Ogilvie
30th Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson

Please decide and agree on who is responsible for bringing the milk.
You are responsible for arranging your own replacement.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Elephant Jokes to make you groan …
What is as big as an elephant but weighs nothing? An elephant’s shadow.
What do you call an elephant that can’t do sums? Dumbo.
Which is stronger – an elephant or a snail?
A snail because it carries its house and an elephant only carries its trunk.
Policeman: “One of your elephants has been chasing a man on a bicycle.”
Zoo Keeper: “Nonsense. None of my elephants know how to ride a bicycle.”

TELL JESUS
Tell Jesus all about it,
Your sorrow and your care,
The things that most distress you,
Oh bring to Him in prayer.
Tell Jesus all about it,
Your laughter and your fun,
He wants to share your happiness,
And see your work well done.
Tell Jesus all about it,
The things you so much dread,
Remember He’s the Saviour,
Who has risen from the dead.
Tell Jesus all about it,
Your biggest problem, sin,
He cared so much, He died for you,
To make you pure within.
[From “Great & Precious Promises” by Dorothy Anderson]
[Used here by kind permission of the author.]

