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2. 
 

GIVE TO ME, LORD, A THANKFUL HEART   (Rejoice &Sing 497) 

Last time I chose this at Waddington Street, a member of the congregation told me it was one of their 

favourite hymns.   It’s certainly one of mine.   And more recently a colleague told me that he had 

chosen it for his funeral – to which I replied that I not only hoped it wouldn’t be soon, but  also hoped 

that when the time came they’d find an organist who could play in five flats. 

Caryl Micklem, author and composer, came from a prominent 

Congregationalist family.   His uncle Nathaniel Micklem was principal of 

Mansfield College, Oxford, and was to play a significant part in the 

processes that led to the formation of the United Reformed Church.   

Caryl himself was deeply influenced by the Mansfield ethos and by 

individuals such as Erik Routley who helped him develop his gifts as a 

preacher, writer and minister.   As David Cornick has written, “He knew 

how to balance the Word and words.” 

As a student in London I several times heard him preach at Kensington 

Chapel, where he was minister for twenty years.   And with my fellow 

students I quickly came to value the slim but ground-breaking volume of 

contemporary prayers which he had edited for SCM Press.   At last we 

could address God as “you” rather than “thee”:   it was there in print!  

Later on in my ministry, when Rejoice and Sing was finally published, I 

was able to invite Caryl to my pastorate to introduce the new book.   He 

had served as a member of the editorial committee and as convenor of the 

music sub-committee, and was now keen to share its treasures with the 

churches. In his presentation his musical gifts shone brightly, but perhaps 

more memorable still were the warmth of his personality and his own deep 

personal faith. 

Number 497 is one of just eight of his hymns that came into the book, 

which includes several more of his tunes.   I like the comment in the R&S Companion that this is “a 

valuable addition to the stock of reflective hymns which do not browbeat either the worshipper or the 

Almighty”.   Rather we are brought into the presence of a God who hears our requests for “a thankful 

heart and a discerning mind” as part of an ongoing conversation – and one that I guess many of us 

will share in. 

Somehow using the first person singular is the right thing here – even though hymns are normally the 

songs of the Church, whose members sing out as “we”.   In this case the requests are quite personal, 

and spring from what I have come to know of myself – that in my “rush of days, my will is habit-

bound and slow”.   Yet as I sing, I sense that others have come to a similar conclusion about 

themselves, so that suddenly we can move to the plural and the communal:   “kindle our sinking 

hearts to flame”.  

But as we pray for the world “to become your place” that longing becomes my own individual prayer 

again, addressed to Jesus, the human face of God, and my partner in the conversation and companion 

through life’s journey.   And I recognise that the challenges and tensions of discipleship find their 

resolution in communion with him:   “Show me your way of righting wrong / and turning sorrow into 

song / until you bring me home.”   

John Durell 

 

 



 

3. 

Notes from Elders’ Meeting on Wednesday 4th October 2017. 
 

Matters arising from the Minutes 

a) Janet distributed a revised Elders’ Sunday duties checklist. 

b) Durham Foodbank – Since our last Elders’ Meeting we have been in 

discussion with Durham Foodbank about the possibility of them using our premises three days a 

week. This was accepted at our Church Meeting on Sunday 1 October.  

c) Mitzvah Day – This was arranged to take place on Sunday 19 November but has had to be cancelled 

as Hava and Bill Fleming are both dealing with health issues at the moment. 

d) Young person work placement – Janet Thornborrow attended a meeting on Tuesday 3 October about 

the Youth Placement Scheme at which Sandy went through a discussion document outlining the 

purpose of the Scheme, the responsibilities and support expected of both Synod and the local 

congregation and the process of applying for a placement. Applications need to be sent to the Synod 

Office by the end of December. We feel we should consider applying for a placement for 5 hours a 

week. It was decided that Janet will email the final discussion document to the Elders asking for 

thoughts and suggestions. Based on interest, a meeting will be organised to move things forward. 

e) Church Christmas cards – Yvonne reported that she and Janet Sarsfield have chosen this 

year’s Christmas card and that the address labels have been printed in readiness for distribution. 

Sandy requested that cards being given to users of our halls should be signed before being sent out. 

Elders also agreed that, as in previous years, we would support our designated charity (currently 

CBM Mission) instead of sending cards to each other. 

f) Yvonne and Janet Sarsfield attended safeguarding training on 30 September. We need a 

safeguarding policy for the church. Synod has a template policy which we intend to use. 

  Any matters from church meeting on Sunday 1 October - Ian Graham’s suggestion about being open to 

 other faith groups using the premises for worship was discussed.  

   Correspondence 

a) Peter MacLellan invited folk to Fram Well House to see the Foodbank drop-in in operation to be 

followed by a visit to the church to look at how practical arrangements might work.  

b) Elders of our church were invited to a meeting with Elders from the other churches in our cluster 

to meet our interim moderator Mr John Drew. The best date for this has been agreed as 

Wednesday 11 October at 7 p.m. in Bethel URC, Chester-le-Street. 

c) Donald has received a letter from Durham Cathedral in connection with the Lumiere Festival 

taking place in the city on 16-19 November. As we are not in the city centre and none of the 

installations are particularly near to our church, we have not organised anything for this event. 

We will write to thank the Cathedral for the invitation but will not attend the meeting. 

 Any other business 

a) Yvonne had been asked to enquire about the Refugee Fund which had been set up a while back. 

There was £1000 in the Fund. This was given to Synod to help assist Syrian refugees arriving in 

the country. The Synod Fund was used to support newly arrived Syrian refugees in Newcastle, 

Durham and Middlesbrough until August 2017 when it was closed as the immediate need had 

been catered for.  

b) The subject of home communion for those members of our congregation who are housebound 

was discussed. Also under discussion was the question of whether the Elders would be prepared 

to participate in intercessory prayers.  

c) The Property Group have been told that Manse Funds can now be used for church projects but 

there is a minimum amount which must be retained for Manse expenses. We have about £25,000 

in the Fund at the moment. It was agreed that a minimum of £20,000 should remain in the Fund 

as we will shortly need to replace the kitchen in the Manse. 

   Next scheduled meeting is Wednesday 1 November 2017 at 7p.m. which Janet will chair. Yvonne will 

  take the minutes.  The meeting closed with Elders saying ‘The Grace’. 



 

4. 
 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministerial Services –   Anyone requiring the services of a Minister should contact the  

                                           Church Secretary – Donald Mackay:  Tel: 0191 – 383 2110 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS - Please forward details of items and events for the weekly notice 

sheets to - Peter Galloway - telephone 0191 386 3652 or email pagalloway@hotmail.com 

or mobile phone number  07 763 912 670. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COPY DATE FOR THE DECEMBER/JANUARY REVIEW IS –  

SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2017.   Please note this is a combined issue for the 2 months.    

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Socials with Students 2017  (Offers of help to David Thornborrow, please.) 
 

Date Theme Catering and/or food theme 

 

Tuesday 5th 

December 2017 

 

 

 

Christmas, Advent & gifts 

 

 

 

Special seasonal fayre  

[Volunteer(s) required to make 

panettone, Christmas cake, 

mince pies.] 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please note that the dates and preachers for services over Christmas are as follows: 

Sunday 24th. December at 10.45 a.m.   A carol service led by the Revd. Ruth Crofton.  

There will be no evening service on Christmas Eve 

Christmas Day Service at 10.00 a.m. led by Revd. Ruth Crofton 

Sunday 31st December at 10.45 a.m. service led by Revd. John Durell. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WERS FESTIVE WEEK 2017: 11-15 December (West End Refugee Services) 

“As usual we hope to give the destitute asylum seekers that are being supported by our hardship fund 

some gifts at Christmas.   This year we are collecting men’s toiletries, biscuits and chocolate and also 

are hoping to give them a little extra money from the hardship fund. “ 

If anyone would like to donate toiletries or treats, please bring them to Church by Sunday 26th 

November so that they can go to WERS by Monday 4th December.    THANK YOU!    Kath Ogilvie. 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CORRECTION … The front cover of the October Review wrongly named the church in the 

background as Cologne Cathedral.   I am reliably informed it is actually St. Martin Church which is 

one of twelve Romanesque churches in Cologne.   I did not photograph the front of the Cathedral as it 

had scaffolding up and was too wide and high for my camera to take in but thought (wrongly) that I 

had got a rear view of it!   (Editor) 

 

mailto:pagalloway@hotmail.com


 

5. 
 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Church Fundraising Group are holding a coffee morning 

at 7 Saint Oswald's Drive (Janet Thornborrow's home) 

on Wednesday 8th November from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.   

All money raised will be going to our chosen charity for this 

year - Christian Blind Mission. 

Please come along and support this event and bring a friend. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
As discussed at the church meeting we have been 

asked to consider giving a young person paid work 

experience.  The Northern Synod will provide the 

salary.   If you are interested in joining a group to discuss 

this and the application form for the scheme please 

contact Janet Thornborrow -  email: 

jthornborrow@outlook.com or Tel: 0191 384 3702. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The lunch after Church on Sunday 15th October raised the 

excellent sum of £350.00 for the Christian Blind Mission. 

WELL DONE to Judy and the Fundraising Committee and all 

who helped in any way to reach this sum.   This is a big 

undertaking, particularly when it is not always known how 

many will need to be fed! 
 

The food was very good, as was the fellowship enjoyed, while 

Win’s floral table centrepieces were colourful and beautiful.   

People were invited to take the flowers home with them in 

exchange for a donation to the fund. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REFORM MAGAZINE – Subscription renewals. 
 

It is time to order Reform for 2018.   The printed edition costs £28 per year, the 

digital edition costs £18 per year, and the joint edition (printed and digital) 

costs £34 per year. 

 

Further details from Freda Waller.   Cash or cheque made out to Freda 

personally (so she can send just one cheque to cover all the renewals) before 

19th November 2017. 

New subscriptions welcome. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

A SEASIDE NOTICE … [at Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.]  [from Ron Todd] 

 

 

  
 

Something interesting and thought provoking 

(that’s what my boss told me to write on the chalk board) 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
mailto:jthornborrow@outlook.com


 

6. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Angela (from Belmont Dental Practice) writes):   “For the charity Bridge2Aid, I worked in rural clinics 

(with 14 dental volunteer professionals) helping to treat over 1000 people and taught 6 clinical officers 

in emergency dental care.  Tanzania is a beautiful country and it was amazing to see a kingfisher and 

storks whilst eating my lunch, with the odd goat walking by!   Sights I will remember include – seeing 

Mount Kilimanjaro from the air, the vibrant colours and patterns of clothing;   seeing how much can be 

carried and balanced on a bicycle if needed;   fruit, grains and chickens at the market; and the tilapia 

fish being brought in from Lake Victoria.  Many people had walked for hours to be treated as there are 

very few qualified dentists (1 per 200,000 population) and so most days there were 100 patients waiting 

when we arrived at clinic. Sugar cane and the introduction of fizzy drinks (some cheaper than water) 

are increasing the need for treatment but thankfully, very few patients smoked.  Many patients were 

interested in English football and whilst I had learned some Kiswahili phrases, as ever, the international 

language of football meant that I could communicate Sunderland had gone down and Newcastle had 

gone up in the league!  As our bus drove away from the clinic on the last day it was reassuring to know 

that although we could not treat everyone who needed help, we had trained local clinicians so that they 

could care for their communities for years to come.”  

(Thank you Angela for giving permission to print this report.   Editor)  



 

7. 

 

EDITOR’S LETTER 

DEAR READERS, 

 

DEAR READERS, 

A visit to Gloucester Cathedral proved well worth 

negotiating the works in progress.   The fan tracery 

on the cloister ceiling was beautiful, as was the floor 

tile depicting Adam and Eve being banished from 

the Garden of Eden.     
 

In a Bath park, Jane Austen is remembered 200 years on in this clever floral tribute which quotes her: 

“Oh!  Who can ever be tired of Bath?” 

We are so lucky 

to always have 

excellent floral 

displays in our 

Church – our 

thanks go to 

those who are 

responsible for 

them. 
 

If you have any 

items of interest 

to share with 

readers of The 

Review please 

let me know. 

 

Lucille 

         Thomson. 

 

           

The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 4th December 2017 

Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052  

or e-mail  lesthomson@talktalk.net  - no later than NOON on Sunday 19th November 2017. 

 



 

8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th JUNE 1944 

 

Side by side without a sound 

They sleep in peace beneath the ground 

Not so on the day they fell 

When the air was torn by shot and shell 

A noise like ever rolling thunder 

A beach and field were torn asunder 

Shoulder to shoulder they fought so well 

What tales of valour their lips could tell 

Now they are quiet with not a sound                                                                           

                                                                                            As they rest in peace beneath the ground 

 



 

9. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. 

 

MINUTES OF THE CHURCH MEETING HELD ON 1st OCTOBER 2017 
 

Present – 23      Apologies – 9 
 

1. Sandy Ogilvie welcomed everyone to the Meeting, which he opened with prayers. 
 

2. The Minutes of the June Church Meeting were accepted as a true record. 
 

3. Matters arising. 
* Synod has agreed to contribute 50% of the cost of the work we propose to do on our alarms and 

emergency lighting systems. 

* Two representatives were still required.  One for the Bible Society and the other for the Women’s 

World Day of Prayer. 

* The Church Website is up and running. Sandy made a request for photographs to display on the 

website. 

* There has been little progress with regard to future ministry and delays had inevitably arisen as a 

result of the recent illness of the Synod Moderator.  However, the Interim Moderator, John Drew, is 

to hold a meeting of the Elders of all of the churches in the proposed cluster on 11th. October. 
 

4. Christmas Services. 
Christmas Eve this year falls on a Sunday. After discussing arrangements for the services, Elders 

suggested the following – 

* Sunday 24th December at 10.45 a.m.    A carol service led by the Revd. Ruth Crofton. 

   There would be no evening service on Christmas Eve 

* Christmas Day Service at 10.00 a.m. led by Revd. Ruth Crofton. 

* Sunday 31st December at 10.45 a.m.   Service led by Revd. John Durell. 
 

5. Correspondence –  
 A request has been received from the Durham Christian Partnership that we open discussions with 

them on the possibility that they use our premises for meetings of the Durham Food Bank Drop-in. 

Details were given in the letter as to what this would imply. A long discussion followed and a number 

of points were made. 

* This would be a very serious commitment as far as the use of our premises was concerned.   At the 

moment, the Food Bank operates from 11.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 

and, while there was the possibility of flexibility in terms of times and days, if we agree to this, it 

would clearly impinge on uses of the premises. 

* Consideration would have to be given to storage issues. 

* The use of the hall for funerals would be restricted to certain times, though not the use of the 

sanctuary. 

* As well as the use of the hall for operating the foodbank, the kitchen and some of our other rooms 

would be needed for drop-in activities. 

* As well as being aware of the large scale implications involved in allowing our premises to be used 

by the foodbank, the suggestion was greeted with a great deal of enthusiasm by many church 

members, who felt that it was an opportunity to do some good which we ought not to miss. They felt 

that arrangements could be made which could overcome any potential problems. 

* The Meeting voted unanimously to meet up with the Durham Christian Partnership to discuss the 

possibility of the Durham Foodbank Drop-in using our premises. 

* During these discussions, Ian Graham outlined his vision for the future of our church here at 

Waddington Street. Given the decline in the numbers involved in Christian worship in recent years 

and the way in which we had become a nation of many faiths, he wondered whether this should be 

reflected in the way we used are premises. Could we use the premises as a church for Christians, a 

synagogue for Jews and a mosque for Muslims?  He felt that this would help to integrate the different 

religious communities and set a very positive example to others as to how this could be done.   Ian’s 

suggestions met a mixed response.   Some welcomed them, but others felt that it would be 

inappropriate for a church, which had been established to proclaim the divinity of Christ, to allow its 

premises to be used for worship by religious groups which specifically denied the divinity of Christ.  



 

11. 
 

A.O.B. 

* Janet Thornborrow explained that Elders had been asked by Synod if our church wished to be 

involved in a project to offer part-time employment to a young person on our premises. The 

placement would start next September.  Synod would pay the young person a salary, but we, as a 

local church, would pay expenses and would need to supply volunteers to operate the scheme.  The 

meeting agreed that we should examine the proposal further, in the hope that we would be able to 

offer a place for a young person. 
 

* Helen Cooper suggested that this particular Sunday should be recognised in our Church Calendar as 

Freshers' Sunday. The Meeting agreed. 
 

* The Revd. Alan Smith reminded the Meeting that Sunday 15th. October was World Sight Day and 

that, given that the present Church Project concerned this subject, he would like to say a few words 

about this at the beginning of the service.  The preacher for that Sunday, Mrs Hannah Middleton, was 

happy with this idea.  The Meeting welcomed Alan's suggestion. 
 

* Malcolm Reay pointed out that on three occasions recently, people had brought to his attention that 

rooms within the building were cold.  It tends to happen at this time of the year.  People turn radiators 

off because they are too hot, and forget to put them back on when they leave, with the result that the 

next people using the room are left with no heating.   He asked that if people turn off radiators when 

they are using rooms, they remember to turn them back on again when they leave. 
 

Date of the next meeting - Sunday 14th January 2018. 
 

The Meeting ended with the Grace. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Saying Grace- a "gentle reminder for ALL of US"      
 

A visiting Priest was attending a men’s breakfast in Ohio Farm County.   He asked one of the 

impressive older farmers in attendance to say grace that morning.   After all were seated, the older 

farmer began …   “Lord, I hate buttermilk.” 

The Priest opened one eye and wondered to himself where this was going. 

Then the farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard.”   Now the Priest was overly worried.   

However without missing a beat, the farmer prayed on, “And Lord, you know I don’t care much for 

raw white flour.”   Just as the Priest was ready to stand and stop everything, the farmer continued, 

“But Lord, when you mix ‘em all together and bake ‘em up, I do love fresh biscuits.   So Lord, when 

things come up we don’t like, when life gets hard, when we just don’t understand what you are sayin' 

to us, we just need to relax and wait ‘till You are  done mixin’, and probably it will be somethin' even 

better than biscuits.   Amen.”          

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOT QUITE WALKING ON WATER 
 

A group of ministers attending a conference had a free afternoon.   Despite the wet weather they 

decided to go for a walk.   They came to a rickety derelict footbridge crossing a burn which was in 

full spate.   Suddenly they heard a shout and saw an old man running down the hill towards them.   

The senior minister shouted back, “It is all right, my man.   We are not trespassing.   We are 

Presbyterian ministers from the conference.”    

Back came the reply, “I am not caring whether you are Presbyterians or not.   I’m simply telling you 

that if you try to cross that bridge, you’ll all be Baptists.”    (James Simpson, Holy Wit) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“As you walk down the fairway of life  

      you must smell the roses,  

    for you only get to play one round.”    

  



 

12. 

 

OUT AND ABOUT with URCHIN 
 

November was the ninth month of the ancient Roman calendar as Latin students will realise.   Its name 

was retained when January and February were added. November 12th is Constitution Day in Aberdaijan, 

Father’s Day in Indonesia and it is also World Pneumonia Day.  Nearer to home, it is your scribe’s 74th 

birthday confounding those pessimists and flags will fly and bands will play. 
 

Your scribe’s father first used the copy of the Messiah in 1931 in the North Church, Perth. Your scribe 

duly took it over after his father’s death and seven more Messiahs have been added to the list so your 

scribe is well-aware of the patient wait of the chorus during the orchestral overture, the tenor recitative 

and the tenor aria. Only then can the chorus join in with “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed”. 
 

Up to the end of the First World War, memorials were erected to commemorate great victories and to 

remember those who had died during the campaigns. There was a professional army and there were 

press gangs to keep the numbers up. In the Napoleonic wars, the dead were either left on the battlefield 

or dumped into mass unmarked graves.  Neither Nelson’s Column nor The Arc de Triomphe contain 

any names. Even the Cenotaph in Whitehall bears no names. By the end of the 19th century however, it 

became common for regiments of the British Army to erect monuments to those who had died in battles 

such as the Crimean and Boer war campaigns. But the First World War changed all that as there had 

been mass recruitment. Because of this, local committees were authorized to raise funds to erect 

monuments to commemorate the fathers and sons who had died, there being no policy of repatriation 

and the stark rows of war graves in France and Belgium are a sad example of the policy. The Menin 

Gate at Ypres and the Thiepval Memorial were built to commemorate the thousands of known-dead.  

In Britain, there is a solitary marble slab in Westminster Abbey which marks the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier, the grave of a soldier chosen at random, the soldier who has the honour of being the 

representative of all of his fallen comrades. Elsewhere, the local committees had raised enough money 

to begin their memorials but then had to decide on how the money should be spent which is why there 

are so many different memorials. Some villages built facilities, others crosses, but all to commemorate 

their fallen friends and relations.   Here at Waddington Street we have two simple brass plaques under 

which will hang a wreath of poppies. This simplicity does not make our respect, our thanks and our 

admiration any less sincere. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Below – Poppies tribute in Church in Cirencester.   (Photo L. Thomson) 

 



 

13. 
 

DMTC at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017 
 

Earlier this year, Durham Musical Theatre Company, along with other singing groups in the region, 

was contacted by Paul Gudgeon, director of the Durham Brass Festival. He was trying to put together 

a chorus of local singers to perform at his “Brass Goes to Broadway” concert, at the GALA Theatre 

in early July.   About 40 performers from the northeast duly offered their services, and this included 

about 16 from DMTC. Rehearsals were very intensive as 9 Broadway classics had to be learned 

quickly.  Paul also runs operatic societies in Edinburgh and Dunfermline.  About 40 singers from 

Scotland came down to Durham to form a massed choir of about 80 voices.  The concert at GALA was 

a complete sell-out. Two West End soloists joined the chorus and the Scottish Swing Orchestra, from 

Edinburgh, for a hugely entertaining evening. 
 

Paul asked for volunteers from the northeast singers to return 

to Edinburgh for the Fringe Festival in August. Due to holiday 

commitments about 30 made the trip up north to join the 

Scottish contingent and perform at the Edinburgh 

Conference Centre. 10 members of DMTC were in this 

group. Again, there was a terrific audience response and a great 

evening was enjoyed by the public and performers. Paul is 

hoping to repeat the idea next year during the Durham Brass 

Festival.   It was a great experience for the members of 

DMTC, going ‘on tour’. 
 

In September, DMTC was delighted to be awarded the Best Performance Award at the National 

Operatic and Dramatic Association Awards, for its last major production at GALA, the wonderful 

Rodgers and Hammerstein musical “Carousel”. The audience response to this production was truly 

amazing and this really was the icing on the cake. 

 

DMTC is currently in rehearsal for three pre-Christmas events. 

1. The Festival of Remembrance Service in Durham Cathedral on Saturday 11th November 2017, 

at 7.00 pm. Tickets for this event can be obtained from the GALA Theatre Box Office, 

Tel: 03000 266600 or on line at www.galadurham.co.uk  

 

2. The Farmyard Nativity at Broom House Farm on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd December at 

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm on each day. Come and see the Nativity story told in various locations around 

the farm, with Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, angels and wise men, ending of course in the stable. The 

event includes festive nibbles on arrival and a light warming supper in the Farm Shop following the 

performance. Only 50 spectators can be accommodated at each performance, so you are advised to 

book early. Tickets are available from Broom House Farm, Tel: 0191 3719697 

3. “Another Christmas Celebration” in Elvet Methodist Church on Thursday 14th December at 

7.00 pm. The evening will consist of Christmas songs, carols and readings – the perfect start to the 

festive season. Tickets for this event are only £10.00 and include refreshments and a mince pie at the 

end of the performance. Tickets can be obtained from DMTC, Tel: 0191 3862242 or 0191 3868227 
 

If you would like to become a Friend of DMTC, please complete the form below and send it to the 

Friends’ Liaison Officer: Rebecca Turner, together with a cheque for £10.00 made payable to 

DMTC at: Holystone House, Iveston Lane, Iveston, Co. Durham, DH8 7TD or e-mail 

turner.communications@ yahoo.com    (This is an annual subscription.) 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________   Post Code: _________________ 
 

Telephone Number: ______________________ E Mail Address ______________________________ 

http://www.galadurham.co.uk/


 

14. 

 

ROTAS  -   SUNDAYS   -   PREACHERS  -  NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 2017 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

     2017 

 

 

 

 

  

  

5th 

Revd. John 

Durell and 

Revd. Ruth 

Crofton 

Luther 500 

Service 

 

  

12th 

Revd. Ruth 

Crofton 

 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

  

 

  

19th 

Revd. John 

Christie 

Caledonian 

Society 

attending. 

 

 

  

26th 

Revd. Tony 

Haws 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

    2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd 

Pauline James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

10th 

Revd John 

Durell 

Communion 
 

 

 

 

 

  

17th 

Deacon Jane 

Middleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

24th & 25th 

Revd Ruth 

Crofton –  

24th 10.45 a.m. 

Carol Service. 

 

Christmas day 

25th – 10 A.M. 

 

 

31st 

Revd John 

Durell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ELDERS  AND  DOOR  DUTIES   -  NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER  2017 

 

     ELDERS   DOOR DUTIES 

  

2017 - NOVEMBER   5th Mrs. J. Thornborrow  Mrs. W. Surtees 

    12th Mrs. K. Clasper  Mrs. J. Goodall 

    19th Mrs. H. Cockburn  Dr.  M. Munro 

    26th Mrs. D. Jackson  Mrs. C. Mitchell 

 

  2017 - DECEMBER  3rd Mrs. J. Sarsfield  Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson 

    10th Mr.  D. Shirer   Mrs. H. Cockburn 

    17th Mrs. Y. Melville  Mr.   S. Ogilvie 

    24th Mrs. K. Ogilvie  Mr.  M. Reay 

    31st Mr.  T. Todd   Mrs. H. Todd 

 

If in doubt about your duties any Sunday, please check the list on the Vestibule notice board. 

Please remember – You are responsible for arranging your own replacement. 

  

 

 

ELDERS’ MEETINGS   (1st Wednesday of month) at 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 1st NOVEMBER and WEDNESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2017       

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE   (usually 3rd MONDAY of month) at 2 p.m. 

But meet as arranged between the Committee Members 

 



 

15. 

  
 

 FLOWER  ROTA   –   NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2017 

 

NOVEMBER – Supervisor – Mrs. M. Munro DECEMBER – Supervisor –Mrs. J. Graham  

  

 5th Mrs. J. Goodall     3rd Advent 

 

12th Mrs. F. Waller     10th Advent 

 

19th VACANCY     17th Christmas Flowers 

 

26th Advent (Advent Ring)   24th Christmas Flowers 

 

       31st Christmas Flowers 

        

To provide flowers where there is a Vacancy or join the Flower Rota or donate to the Flower Fund, 

please contact Mrs. Jean Graham. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

   
 
  

  COFFEE   ROTA   –   NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER  2017    
 

November      December 
 

 5th Janet Thornborrow, Judy Banister   3rd Kathleen Clasper, Barbara Tinsley 

12th Heather Todd, Christiane Mitchell  10th Win Surtees, Joyce Duthie 

19th Melanie Eve, Margaret Munro  17th Helen Cockburn, Lucille Thomson 

26th Yvonne Melville, Jean Graham  24th Sue/Fred Robinson, Helen Cooper 

       31st Jessie Goodall, Kath Ogilvie 

 

Please decide and agree on who is responsible for bringing the milk. 

You are responsible for arranging your own replacement. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING  ROTA  –  NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2017 

           

    November 11th  -   Heather Todd,  Joyce Harling 

 

               December  9th   -   Christine Frame,  Doris Jackson 

  



 

 

Tommy – 1101 
 

Sympathetically fashioned from cold steel 

into a figure 

immense, intricate, 

Tommy sits  

riveted, reflective 

spent. 
  

Pieces of metal bolted, fused fragments  

like those of his being, 

a detailed form 

facial contours, bristly mustache exposed 

great coat with kit adornment 

buckled securely   

boots 

laced, knotted. 

Hands veined, scarred  

one at ease, one resolutely rifled.  

Memories….entranced in tableaux  

will haunt him 

forever. 

Eyes torture  

waddling rats, corpse- engorged 

defiant. 

Ears ring reports,  

volleys, 

nostrils bathe 

infused with cordite cocktail 

death. 
 

Survivor sentenced. 
 

Our Tommy rusts                                              [Poem by  Greta Yorke.   Greta is a retired primary 

with tears that seep through pores                      teacher and now writes short stories etc. 

for seventeen million                                          Her husband, Kenneth, preached at this church 

lost.                                                                     in February 2017.] 
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