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2. 

 

“And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.”    

(Matthew 5: 28) 

 

Very familiar words, and one of the Lectionary suggestions for the first Sunday in March.  Timely 

when people are starting to think about their summer wardrobe and their gardens; timely too, when 

we seem to have a lot to worry about in the political situation.   Don’t be anxious?   Well, worry, 

anxiety pulls us right down when we let it get a real hold, but where I think we do need to focus our 

worries is on the lilies of the field themselves – by which I mean plants anywhere, and all that keeps 

them flowering.   As several of you will know, I am passionate about the bumblebee which is now on 

the endangered species list. Bumblebees are fascinating creatures, not identical in their life pattern to 

the honey bee, but facing all the same threats. One is obviously the changes to the environment: 

around me, most people have neat gardens, but largely composed of bushes: in over twenty houses 

only three of us have a good selection of flowering plants: I suspect it may be the same where you 

live. 
 

The second is the fragility of their lives: very soon the queens will be emerging from hibernation and 

seeking somewhere to build a nest – I’m sure you’ve seen these large bees flying to and fro across 

your lawn checking it for abandoned mouse-holes or similar. Unlike honey bees, only the queen 

hibernates so the establishment of a new colony rests upon her furry shoulders alone, and it’s hard, 

emerging as she does at a time when there are fewer nectar-bearing flowers. Sometimes she’s so 

exhausted she can’t go on, and you find her on the ground, almost dead; which is your chance to be a 

super-hero! Mix some sugar in water and in a shallow container (a plastic milk-bottle top is great) and 

put it in front of her head. She can drink, and continue. And if you are privileged to have a bumblebee 

nest on your premises – under garden sheds is popular, or, in the case of tree bumblebees, in the eaves 

of your roof – don’t worry. They mind their own business, won’t invade your picnics, don’t store 

honey and will be gone in late summer; the bumblebee season is very short.  And your garden will 

flourish, efficiently pollinated by these amazing creatures.  
 

In previous centuries the bumblebee was called a humblebee; no-one is quite sure why, but my own 

thought is that it gained the name because it didn’t produce honey for humans; it just got on with 

being a bee, humbly. God watches over the humble, be it the two legged variety or the six-legged 

furry variety, but we, who play god so much in the way we use and abuse the environment need to 

play our part too in caring for the humble; in helping the lilies of our field to flourish. 

      Ruth Crofton 
 

   
 

If anyone wants to know more about bumblebees, an excellent book is “A Sting in the Tale” by Dave 

Goulson. The Bumblebee Conservation Trust website is also very good, and has advice on the best 

plants to attract pollinators – www.bumblebeeconservation.org.   Also, I give talks! 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Those with e-mail may be interested in this:   Inspiration in Your Inbox   Every day of the year, early 

each morning, the URC sends out, by email, a Daily Devotion consisting of a reading, reflection 

and short prayer.  You can read them on your computer, phone, or tablet and they provide inspiration 

in your inbox!  The Devotions are written by a team of over 90 people from a range of perspectives 

and places within the URC.  If you would like to receive them you can sign up by going to 

 http://tinyurl.com/URCDailyDevotions and filling in the form. 

A Tree Bumblebee feeding in my garden – this 

species came across from France and are spreading 

gradually further north. Smaller than our native 

bumblebees, they aren’t in competition, tending to 

feed mainly on rosaceous plants. 

http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/
http://urc.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=8958e2851d933a7a389a9f51c&id=abab834f7c&e=fac6d69ed8
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DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministerial Services –   Anyone requiring the services of a Minister should contact the  

                                           Church Secretary – Donald Mackay:  Tel: 0191 – 383 2110 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   The Church’s website can be viewed at the following slightly altered address:      

www.durhamurc.org.uk   The . between durham and urc has been removed.    If anyone has news or 

dates or photos that they want included they should send the information to Reverend John Durell at 

www.durhamurc.org.uk 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS - Please forward details of items and events for the weekly notice 

  sheets to - Peter Galloway - telephone 0191 386 3652 or email pagalloway@hotmail.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COPY DATE FOR THE APRIL  REVIEW IS – SUNDAY 19th MARCH 2017 

Would contributors please use Times New Roman font as the photocopier can only cope with certain 

fonts and does strange things when faced with an incompatible font request. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FUNDRAISING LUNCH AFTER THE SERVICE 

ON SUNDAY 12 MARCH 2017 IN AID OF CBM. 

 

THIS IS AN OVERSEAS DISABILITY CHARITY 

HELPING CHANGE LIVES BY GIVING SIGHT TO 

CHILDREN AND ADULTS BY OPERATIONS TO 

REMOVE CATARACTS.   PLEASE COME ALONG 

AND ENJOY LUNCH AND WARM FELLOWSHIP 

IN A VERY GOOD CAUSE. 

 

Also – have you any unwanted gifts you could donate as prizes for raffles and tombolas, please?   

If you can help in this way please give the items to Win Surtees or Judy Banister.  

THANK YOU. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 COLIN BESWICK, died on 14th February.   Colin was a former Town Crier for Durham, 

an Honorary Alderman and former Mayor of Durham City.   Colin had represented the 

Neville's Cross ward on Durham City Council since before Local Government 

reorganisation in 1974 first as an independent and then as a Liberal Democrat.   He retired 

from the Council in 1999.   He had been Head teacher of Witton Gilbert Primary School when he 

retired and was well known to many people across the City.  He has been in relative ill-health for the 

past couple of years or more.   Our condolences go to his wife Lynda. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Excerpt from an email received by Judy and Arthur Banister from Chris Peskett of MSF. 
 

“The amount raised for MSF at the Christmas lunch was really impressive, 

especially considering all the money previously given to the organisation.   

It certainly shows that the congregation has a really strong desire to help 

those in need.  The Myanmar project is very big, helping very large 

numbers of people (over 30,000 on anti-retroviral treatment), so the money will be put to a very 

good use here.   Again, a very big thank you to the congregation. 

Yours, 

Chris” 

  

http://www.durhamurc.org.uk/
http://www.durhamurc.org.uk/
mailto:pagalloway@hotmail.com
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DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  AND  CHURCH  NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHURCH MEETING AND AGM – SUNDAY 2nd APRIL 2017. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE … 
 

We are planning the next Windermere Weekend for June 

23rd, 24th and 25th and would be pleased if folk who fancy 

going would care to sign up to the notice in the hall. 

Transport will be available if required. The cost will be 

£145.00 full board. A non-returnable deposit of £30.00 

would be helpful. 
 

These weekends have been very enjoyable in the past and a 

source of good fellowship. 

                                             Kath and Sandy Ogilvie 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
LENT COURSE 2017 

shared with North Road Methodist Church 
 

Wednesdays at 12 noon to 1.00pm 

8th March – 12th April 

all meetings at Waddington Street 

There will be a Soup Lunch at 12 noon. 
 

We will be following a course prepared by the charity ‘Embrace the Middle East’ 

Moving to the Margins 

  Each session includes a Bible Study 

and a connected story from someone living ‘on the margins.’ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Leadership of the sessions will be shared by Rev’d Ruth Crofton, 

Rev’d Shaun Swithenbank and Deacon Annette Sharp. 
 

Study guides cost £1.20 or black and white versions can be downloaded free from the Embrace the 

Middle East website.   Copies available now from church. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The reason Lent is 40 days is because 40 is a significant number in Christian scriptures, but the most 

notable is perhaps that Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert in preparation for his ministry.   The 

colour purple is associated with Lent as it signifies both penance and hope, red is chosen for Good 

Friday as it symbolises Jesus’ shedding of blood and white is significant for Maundy Thursday (the 

Thursday before Easter which commemorates the Maundy and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the 

Apostles), the Easter vigil and Easter itself as it celebrates Jesus’ triumph. 



 

                                                                               5. 

EDITOR’S LETTER 
 

DEAR READERS, 
On a recent visit to Bournemouth I was thrilled to see beds of 

crocuses in flower as well as dwarf narcissi in large numbers 

and two pink cherry blossom trees.   Grey squirrels were very 

active near our hotel and were fascinating to observe, being 

so quick and nimble.   The beach was as crowded as on a 

summer day -  our weather is certainly topsy-turvy at times.   

Intrepid people were climbing a very high tower to descend to 

the beach on a zip- wire.   I was content just to watch them! 
 

 
 

The old town and quay at Poole were interesting because of the variety of sailing boats and other craft 

in the harbour, while the old Customs House looked quite imposing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have any items of interest to share with readers of The Review please let me know.                                                                                                                               

Lucille Thomson. 
 
           

The next issue of The Review will be published on Sunday 2nd April 2017 

Contributions please to Lucille Thomson at church or BY POST or Tel. 0191-3861052  

or e-mail  lesthomson@talktalk.net  - no later than NOON on Sunday 19th March 2017. 
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 NOTES FROM ELDERS’ MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2017   
 

1. The meeting opened with the reading of Psalm 146. 
 

2. Our treasurer Michèle Woods has donated £250 on behalf of our 
church to the Mozambique Appeal and the Rev John Durell reported 

that a further £800 has been received from a fund raising event and that more money was still coming in 
from other churches. 

 

3. Helen Cockburn is making some final changes to the revised information leaflet on Waddington Street 
URC and she will include the new contact details to be given when our new church website is up and 
running. 

 

4. Donald Mackay has received a letter of thanks from David Thornborrow in connection with the 
memorial service for his father held at our church. 

 

5. Doris Jackson has received a notification from the registry office concerning the name of the officiating 
minister at wedding ceremonies and the elders discussed attributes of a future ‘authorised person.’  

 

6. Yvonne Melville has received a request to hire the hall from Christopher Bell of the Elvet Speakers and 
this group has been booked in for one session.  

 

7. Rev John Durell stated that the new website was live, but incomplete.    He noted that more pictures 
were needed.  John will manage the website and the elders agreed that IChurch should be paid £150 in 
costs.   John confirmed that ‘The Review’ could be uploaded to the new website now. 

 

8. Helen Cockburn has studied the Environmental Policy Update leaflet of the United Reformed Church 
and she has made several recommendations which she is to discuss with Michèle Woods and pass onto 
the property committee. 

 

9. Yvonne Melville and Janet Sarsfield have discussed Janet taking over the administration of the 
bookings/lettings.  It was noted that all arrangements would have to be done electronically at a 
distance.  

 

10. The meeting discussed how best to provide pastoral care to church members and it was agreed that it 
was best to divide the districts of Malcolm Reay and Arthur Banister between the remaining elders.   

           There was discussion about other ways to provide pastoral care to meet the exceptional identified 
needs of some church members  

 

11. The meeting discussed details of the Northern Synod Letter dated 17th January with the proposal to 
encourage churches to form groups.   It was decided that Sandy Ogilvie would provide background 
information on the letter at an extra elders’ meeting on Thursday 9th February 2017 at 7pm. 

 

12. Further enquiries are to be made to establish if North Road Methodist wish to run a joint Lent course 
with members of our church this year. 

 

13. The elders noted that a recent Christmas present had gone missing from the premises, but nothing else 
has been reported as missing. 

 
14. The elders discussed aspects of the Mitzvah event held recently in our church hall and that Hava 

Fleming and members of her group should be invited to an informal meeting to share our different 
antecedents and beliefs.  

 

15. The meeting closed with silent prayer for those mentioned in the district reports and all saying ‘The 
Grace.’ 

 
16. The next elders’ meeting (after the extra meeting in February) is Wednesday 1st March 2017 at 7 p.m. 

and Donald Mackay will chair it. 
 

            (Janet Thornborrow) 
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OUT AND ABOUT with URCHIN 
 

Here we are again and we’ve reached March and the year begins to gather speed.  March, as we well- 

know, is the third month of 2017 and, for some reason, the meteorologists insist that spring starts on 

1st March but the astronomical start of spring is on the twentieth. Daffodils will trumpet their 

welcome to spring at 12.57 p.m. on the 20th having played a mournful blues as winter trudges away 

to hide under a pile of leaves with a threatening backward glance as if to say “I’ll be back” a fact 

which we know very well, but we also know that there will soon be warmth and daylight to be  

enjoyed.   As your scribe trundles his merry way along the lane, he can see that the bushes are 

greening up and squirrels have been seen rubbing their eyes after their winter hibernation. There is a 

song, “when the green man walks the woods again, then we’ll know that it is spring” and the ancients 

must have welcomed the spring as a long hoped for release from winter. 
 

March is well-known as being the month which comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb but is 

also the month when we welcome spring.   But your scribe and his dear lady wife will be opting out 

and will be packing their buckets and spades to fly for a week’s hedonism in a good hotel on the 

Canarian island of Gran Canaria.  
 

Your literary scribe remembers well his Shakespeare when Julius Caesar was told to beware the Ides 

of March, which are on the fifteenth of the month.  Had he done so, then he might not have been 

assassinated.   Anglo Saxons either called the month Hlyd Monath which means Stormy Month or 

Hraed Monath which means Rugged Month but however it is called, we will still welcome the spring. 
 

We well-know that the execution of Jesus was an efficient event carried out by soldiers who were 

well-used to their macabre duty. We well-know of the appearances of the resurrected Jesus to Mary 

and to his friends the disciples.  But news of this amazing event must have spread abroad almost 

certainly to the temple hierarchy and to the occupying Romans, after all, soldiers were sent to guard 

the tomb of Jesus and failed in their duty, but there is no record to prove otherwise, no disproving 

writings can be found.  There is only the testimony of those who met the risen Jesus. This is the basis 

of our faith, this is why we give up our Sunday mornings to worship God and why the great hymns of 

resurrection will be heard outside of our thick stone walls. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Creation (Author unknown) 

 

When God made the earth and sky, 

The flowers and the trees, 

He then made all the animals, 

The fish, the birds, the bees. 

And when at last He’d finished, 

Not one was quite the same. 

He said I’ll walk this world of mine 

And give each one a name.     

And so he travelled far and wide    

And everywhere he went, 

A little creature followed Him 

Until its strength was spent. 

When all were named upon the Earth 

And in the sky and sea, 

The little creature said, 

“Dear Lord, there’s no name left for me!” 

Kindly the Father said to him, 

I’ve left you to the end, 

I’ve turned my own name back to front 

And called you Dog, my friend. 
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ROTAS  -   SUNDAYS   -   PREACHERS  - MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

 

  

 MARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5th 

Revd Ken and 

Revd Margaret 

Harris 

 

 

 

12th 

Communion 
Revd Ruth 

Crofton 

 

 

 

19th 

Revd Peter 

Welby 

 

 

 

 

 26th 

Mrs. Jane 

Middleton 

Mothering 

Sunday – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 APRIL 
 

 

 

 

 

2nd 

Helen 

 Cooper 

 

 

 

9th 

Pauline 

 James 

 

 

 

16th 

Revd John 

Durell 

EASTER 

 

 

23rd 

Revd Dr. 

Matthew 

Prevett 

 

 

30th 

Mrs. Mary 

Tribe 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS  AND  DOOR  DUTIES   -  MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

 

    ELDERS   DOOR DUTIES 

 

 MARCH  5th Mrs. J. Thornborrow  Mr.  S. Ogilvie 

 

   12th Mrs. K. Clasper  Mr.  M. Reay 

  

   19th Mrs. H. Cockburn  Mrs. K. Clasper 

 

   26th Mrs. D. Jackson  Mrs. W. Surtees 

 

 APRIL   2nd Mrs. J. Sarsfield  Mrs. J. Goodall 

 

    9th Mr.  D. Shirer   Mrs. M. Eve 

 

   16th Mrs. Y. Melville  Dr.  M. Munro 

 

   23rd Mr.  R. Todd   Mrs. H. Todd 

 

   30th Mrs. K. Ogilvie  Mr. & Mrs. L. Thomson 

 

If in doubt about your duties any Sunday, please check the list on the Vestibule notice board. 

Please remember – You are responsible for arranging your own replacement. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ELDERS’ MEETINGS    (1st Wednesday of month) at 7 p.m.  

MEET ON WEDNESDAY 1st March and WEDNESDAY 5th April 20127  

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE   (usually 3rd MONDAY of month) at 2 p.m. 

But meet as arranged between the Committee Members 

 

 

 

And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings,  

so shall ye be also of the consolation.   (2 Corinthians 1:7) 
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 FLOWER  ROTA   –   MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

 

MARCH – Supervisor – Mrs. M. Munro      APRIL - Supervisor - Mrs. J. Graham                          
  

5th VACANCY         2nd     Mr. D. Mackay 

12th VACANCY          9th     VACANCY  

19th Mrs. L. Thomson       16th     Mrs. D. Jackson  

26th Mrs. M. Waddle       23rd     Mrs. F. Waller  

               30th     VACANCY 
 

To provide flowers where there is a Vacancy or join the Flower Rota or donate to the Flower Fund, 

Please contact Mrs. Jean Graham or Dr. Margaret Munro. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

   
  

  COFFEE   ROTA  –   MARCH AND APRIL 2017    
 

MARCH      APRIL 
   

 5th Win Surtees,        Joyce Duthie   2nd     Fiona Bowater,  Malcolm Reay 

12th Helen Cockburn,  Lucille Thomson    9th     Janet Thornborrow,  Judy Banister 

19th Sue/Fred Robinson, Helen Cooper  16th     Heather Todd,  Christiane Mitchell 

26th Jessie Goodall,     Kath Ogilvie  23rd     Melanie Eve,  Margaret Munro 

       30th     Yvonne Melville,  Jean Graham 

       

Please decide and agree on who is responsible for bringing the milk. 

You are responsible for arranging your own replacement. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

CHURCH  CLEANING  ROTA  –  MARCH AND APRIL 2017 

 

 

       4th March    -   Christine Frame and Doris Jackson 
  

 

        1st April      -     Yvonne Melville and Stuart Melville 

 

 



 

 

 
  

JESUS  ENTERS  JERUSALEM 
 

(From the knitted Bible displayed at Elvet Methodist Church) 
 

 

Prayer for Easter 
As the chill of winter gives way to the warmth of Spring;   and the buds burst into new life; 

so the darkness of Good Friday gives way to the joy of the Resurrection morning. 

God of all grace, we give thanks for the gift that was, and is, Jesus; 

Who came to earth shunning the trappings of all might and power, 

taking the form of a humble servant. 

He taught people;   he healed people;   he laughed with people;   he wept. 

Finally, he gave himself for us, walking the paths that led to Calvary. 

Yet even there he yielded not to humankind;   but solely to his Father in heaven. 

Sorrowing for the things that are wrong with our pasts; 

for the times we have failed to grasp the opportunity to share his love; 

for the times we have ignored the call to deeper and quieter faith, 

We rejoice in the Good News of his resurrection, 

through which we are absolved of the guilt we bear, 

and given freedom to be truly sons and daughters of faith. 

Lead us into greater freedom. 

Lead us into new ways of sharing his love. 

Lead us into the light of his presence; 

to walk as his disciples every step of our daily lives; 

for this we dare to ask in His Name. 

Amen 

 

[Written by Cathie Corner who is a retired Primary School teacher 

and Thai Boxer, grandmother, painter and photographer, and 

Derek Corner who is a retired Minister and Secondary School teacher, 

webmaster, keen photographer and cheese maker. 

From “Prayers for Easter”, compiled by the Windermere Centre.] 


